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The length of time occupied in reading these AddresseA^ 
alond^ will be foond^ on the average, to be seven or 
eight minutes. 

Some of the Addresses appear to be longer than 
others on account of their being written in a more con- 
versational style, and consequently taking more space 
in printing, owing to the greater number of paragraphs. 
Some of them are longer, but in the latter case they 
will invariably be found to contain a story, which it is 
thought, will reconcile most hearers to the additional 
length. 

As these Addresses are solely intended for reading 
aloud, I have purposely written them in short abrupt 
sentences : and should any one take exception to the 
homely language, I would remind him that they are 
intended for reading to servants as well as to ladies and 
gentlemen at ' Family Prayers / and to labouring men 
and women at * Cottage Meetings/ 

The reason I have put so many lines between the 
sentences, thus — ^ is to catch the reader^s eye and so 
facilitate his reading aloud. How many readers go on 
and on, reading in a monotonous humdrum tone, not 
daring to pause /or /ear of losing their place ! 



These remarks refer to the Addresses written by 
myself. 

With regard to those written by various authors, I 
have only to say, that in all cases I was compelled to 
shorten them to half, and sometimes less than half 
their original length, in order to adapt them to their 
present purpose. I found this a very difficult matter, 
as in dealing with the works of others, I did not feel 
myself at liberty to alter a single word, or to connect 
the diflferent paragraphs by any sentence of my own. 
I am therefore obliged to oflFer to the public, fewer of 
these shortened addresses by well-known authors than 
I could wish. 

I am indebted to Mrs. Kingsley and to Messrs. 
Macmillan for the kind permission to shorten and pub- 
lish the six addresses by Canon Kingsley : to the Rev. 
G. H. Wilkinson, for correcting my notes of his sermons, 
Nos. IV. and XXI. : to Messrs. Daldy, Isbister and Co., 
for the permission to publish the addresses by Dr. 
Vaughan : and to the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, for the two prayers by Bishop Blomfield. 

' FiDELIS.' 

December J 1878. 
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I.—' CONSIDER HIM/ 

{By ' FiDELis/) 

• Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.* — * Consider Him.' — 2 Peter iii. 18, and Heb. xii. 3. 

What do we mean when we call ourselves Christians? 
— Do we not mean that we are disciples of Christ; 
that we wish to follow Him, to learn of Him, to be 
like Him, in fact, to copy Him ? 

Now how does an artist copy a picture ? Let us 
suppose that we are in a picture gallery, and that 
various artists are copying the pictures. Let us watch 
one of them : let us not interrupt him, but watch him 
at a distance, so that we may see how he does his work. 
Do you notice how often he stops his painting and 
looks at the picture he is copying ? after every, few 
strokes he looks up at the picture, and thinks, and 
then goes on again with his copy. And now he seems 
to be no longer satisfied with these quick, short 
glances ; see, he lays down his brushes and his palette 
and gazes long and intently at the picture. He con- 
siders it in every way; he observes the form, the 
colour, the general efEect, the minute detail ; he con- 



2 Short Addresses 

siders it all. Why does he do this ? Is it not that he 
must first Itnow the picture thoroughly, before he can 
attempt to copy it ? Is it not that he is trying to 
learn something of the spirit in which the painter 
painted the picture, so that he may know better how 
to reproduce it ? He spends a great deal of his time 
in this way, for he is a really good artist, and knows 
that only in this way can he hope to make a faithful 
copy : and let us see — yes, as iSk as he has gone, his 
copy is indeed first rate. 

Now, shall we look at the other artists in the room ? 
What bad copies some of them are making ! Let us 
watch and see the reason : Why, here is an artist who 
dashes along at his work, hardly even stopping to look 
at the picture he is copying. What is the result ? His 
copy is not the least like the original: it is badly 
drawn, it is exaggerated, the colours are too bright 
and staring ; he has not caught the expression of the 
face; he has entirely missed the spirit of the picture ; 
he has completely failed in the harmonious colouring ! 
He thought he could do without the original ; he never 
iroubled to look at it ; he never ' considered ^ it ; and 
what is the result ? A bad copy, a hideous copy of the 
most beautiful picture in the gallery ! 

Jesus Christ^s life, as portrayed in the Gospels, lies 
before us like a beautiful picture. His life is indeed 
the most beautiful Picture of human life the world has 
ever seen; and He is the noblest and most perfect 
Model of a human being mankind has ever had to 
copy. We call ourselves Christians; we say that we 
desire to be like Christ : how are we copying Him 
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Do we, like the hasty careless artist, think that we 
can copy Him without really knowing Him ? that we 
can imitate the Life pictured in the Gospels without 
studying the Gospels ? If so, no wonder if our copy 
is a bad one ; no wonder if we are unlike Christ ; no 
wonder if we exaggerate and misrepresent Him ; no 
wonder that our characters are but hideous likenesses 
of His, and that our Christianity is but a false imitation 
of Christ I 

How does the true Christian copy Christ ? He is 
not content with merely an occasional glance ; he 
studies the picture of His life in the Gospels, He con- 
siders it in detail : he looks at it as a whole : he notes 
the chief characteristics : he observes the softness and 
the depth, the light and the shade, and the wonderful 
harmony of the whole. All this takes time and 
patience, but he feels that thus only can he ever really 
know Christ. And as the true artist gazed at the 
picture, till he felt somethiag of the spirit in which 
the painter painted it, so the true Christian looks at 
Christ^s life in. the Gospels, and studies it, and thinks 
of it, and considers it, till he begins to feel something of 
the spirit in which that Life was lived, and therefore in 
his own life he is able to copy Christ faithfully and well. 

Oh, that all Christians would look more at the 
picture of Christ in the Gospels ! Oh, that they would 
consider Him more ! for then there would be less mis- 
representation of Christ, there would be less exagge- 
ration in our Christianity than there is now. 

Again, we are told to 'grow in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.^ 

6 2 
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How do we learn about people who lived hundreds 
of years ago ? Suppose, for instance, we want to know 
something of Julius Caesar ; how do we set about it ? 
We read the history of his life ; we study it by com- 
paring one part with another; we read it over and 
over again, till we know all about him and really seem 
to Itncyw the man himself. 

Is not this the way we get almost all our knowledge 
of persons who lived a long time ago ? and is not this 
the way to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ ? 
Yes, if we would but read the Gospels, the knowledge 
of His life and character would grow upon us as we 
read, and we should really get to Itnow Him at last ; 
to h(i(yw the love of Christ, and the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ, and the courage and fortitude of 
Christ. And remember, we should grow in the know- 
ledge of Him, not only as He was when He lived on 
earth more than 1800 years ago, but as He is now ; 
for Jesus Christ is the same now as He was then. He 
is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. 

Oh, then take up your Bibles day by day, and study 
the life of Christ ! study it bit by bit, paragraph by 
paragraph ; read the Gospels over and over again, and 
compare one part with another, and see how many kind 
actions Christ did, and notice how often His courage 
was required, and how often His patience and for- 
bearance were exercised. 

Do not only read the Gospels, but study them and 
think over them. Gaze at the picture of Christ^s life 
portrayed in them, so that you may be able to copy 
it, — for it is the most beautiful picture of human life this 
world has ever seen. Study the history of Christ^s 
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life in the Gospels, and you shall grow in the know- 
ledge of the character of Jesus Christ,— and it is the 
most perfect character this world has ever known. 

Let U8 pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord God Almighty, who did^st give Thy Son 
Jesus Christ to be unto us an ensample of godly life ; 
Help us, we beseech Thee, so to read and study Thy 
Holy Word, that we may ever grow in the knowledge 
of Him; and also, we pray Thee, give us grace to 
daily endeavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps 
of His most holy life ; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 
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n.— THE TEN LEPERS. 

{From No. XXVIII. of ' Town and Country Sermons/ 
by Charles Kingsley, M. A., late Rector of Eversley 
and Ganon of Westminster.) 

* Were there not ten cleansed, but where are the nine ? There are 
not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.' — 
Luke xvii. 17, 18. 

No men, one would have thought, had more reason to 
thank God than those nine lepers. Afflicted with a 
filthy and tormenting disease, hopelessly incurable, at 
least in those days, they were cut off from family and 
friends, cut off from all mankind ; forced to leave their 
homes, and wander away ; forbidden to enter the houses 
of men, or the churches of God ; forbidden, for fear of 
infection, to go near any human being ; keeping no 
company but that of wretched lepers like themselves, 
and forced to get their living by begging ; by standing 
(as the Gospel says) afar off, and praying the passers- 
by to throw them a coin. 

In this wretched state, in which they had been cer- 
tain of living and dying miserable, they met the Lord : 
and suddenly, instantly, beyond all hope or expectation, 
they found themselves cured, restored to their families, 
their homes, their power of working, their rights as 
citizens ; restored to all that makes life worth having. 
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and that freely^ and in a moment. If such a blessing 
had come to us, should we have thought any thanks 
too great ? Would not our whole lives have been too 
short to bless God for His great mercy ? Should we 
have gone away, like those nine, without a word of 
thanks to God, or even to the man who had healed us? 
What stupidity, hard-heartedness, ingratitude of those 
nine, never to have even thanked the Lord for their 
restoration to health and happiness ! 

Ay, so we think. Yet those nine lepers were men of 
like passions with ourselves ; and what they did, we 
perhaps might do in their place. It is very humbling 
to think so : but the Bible is a humbling book : and, 
therefore, a wholesome book, profitable for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness. And I 
am very much afraid that when the Bible tells us that 
nine out of ten of those lepers were ungrateful to God, 
it tells us that nine out of ten of us are ungrateful 
likewise. 

Ungrateful to God ? I fear so ; and more ungrate- 
ful, I fear, than those ten lepers. For which of the 
two is better oflF, the man who loses a good thing, and 
then gets it back again ; or the man who never loses it 
at all, but enjoys it all his life ? Surely the man who 
never loses it at all. And which of the two has the 
more cause to thank God? Those lepers had been 
through a vpry miserable time; they had had great 
affiction; and that, they might feel, was a set-oflf 
against their good fortune in recovering their health. 
They had bad years to balance their good ones. But 
we — ^how many of us have had nothing but good years ? 
Oh, consider, consider the history of the average of us ! 
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How we grow up tolerably healthy, tolerably comfort- 
able, in a free country, under just laws, with the power 
of earning our livelihood, and the certainty of keeping 
what we earn. Famine we know nothing of in this 
happy land ; war, and the horrors of war, we know 
nothing of; — God grant we never may! In health, 
safety and prosperity most of us grow up ; forced, it is 
true, to work hard, but that too is a blessing, for 
what better thing for a man, soul and body, than to be 
forced to work hard ? — ^in health, safety and prosperity ; 
leaving children behind us, to prosper as we have 
done. And how many of us give God the glory, or 
Christ the thanks ? 

But if these be our bodily blessings, what are our 
spiritual blessings ? Has not God given us His only- 
begotten son Jesus Christ ? Has He not forgiven 
our sins ? Has He not revealed to us that He is our 
Father, and we his children ? Has He not given us 
the absolutely inestimable blessing of His command- 
ments ? of knowing what the right thing to be done is, 
that we may do it and live for ever ? Has He not 
given us the hope of a joyful immortality, of everlast- 
ing life after death, not only with those whom we have 
loved and lost, but with God Himself ? 

And how many of us give God the glory and Christ 
the thanks ? Do we not copy those nine lepers, and 
just show ourselves to the priest ? come to church on the 
Sunday, because it is the custom ; people expect it of 
us, and God, we understand, expects it too; but 
where is the gratitude ? Where is the giving of glory 
to God for all his goodness ? Which are we most like ? 
Children of God, looking up to our Father in heaven. 
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and saying, at every fresh blessing. Father, I thank 
Thee ; truly Thou knowest my necessities before I ask, 
and my ignorance in asking ? — or, like the stalled ox, 
which eats, and eats, and eats, and never thanks the 
hand which feeds him ? 

We are too comfortable, I think, at times. We are 
so much accustomed to be blest by God, that we take 
His blessings as matters of course, and feel them no 
more than we do the air we breathe. . . . God forgive 
us ! ('God help us to be more grateful to Him than 
we have been hitherto ! — My friends, let us. now, this 
very night, fall low on our knees before His footstool, 
and thank the Lord our God with all our hearts/ — 
'Fidelia/) 



Let U8 pray. 

Lord, open Thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we Thine un- 
worthy servants do give Thee most humble and hearty 
thanks for all Thy goodness and loving-kindness to us, 
and to all men. We bless Thee for our creation, pre- 
servation, and all the blessings of this life ; but above 
all, for Thine inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech 
Thee, give us that due sense of all Thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we 
show forth Thy praise, not only with our lips, but in 



lO Short Addresses 

our lives ; by giving up ourselves to Thy service, and 
by walking before Thee in holiness and righteousness 
all our days ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 

{Oeneral Thanksgiving.) 
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III.— BLINDNESS. 

{By ' FiDELis.') 

Have you ever shut your eyes and tried to imagine 
yourself hlind for a few minutes as you walked along ? 
If so you will have realized to some extent what a blind 
man always feels, — the feeling of uncertainty, the feel- 
ing of being obliged to move slowly forward where 
others can walk with a quick firm step. 

Perhaps you chose a smooth straight piece of road 
for the experiment ; a road in which you had looked 
forward and seen that there was no danger : and yet 
notwithstanding this knowledge of safety, did you not 
feel uncertain and bewildered after you had walked for 
a little while ? — But to thoroughly understand the blind 
man^s feeling of utter helplessness and shrinking un- 
certainty, you should rather choose a path in a wood 
or on some hill-side, and you would then realize some 
of the misery of blindness ; you would feel something 
of the blind man^s agonized longing, 'Oh, if I could only 
see !' 

And think what it is to be unable to see all the varied 
beauty of Nature : not to be able to watch the ever 
changing sky or to gaze on the glory of the sunset ; 
never to have seen the calm flowing river, or the distant 
mountains, or the trees and grass and flowers, — think 
what it is to be shut out from all this. 

And not only so, but never to have seen a human 
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being, never to have seen the kind face of the friend 
who sits beside you; not to be able to watch the merry 
laughing little children as they run in and out and 
chase each other in their play ; never to have seen a 
strong man in the glory of his strength, or looked upon 
a woman in her beauty ; never to have seen the birds 
skimming through the air, and watched the animals in 
the fields. Oh, just think what it i& to have to live 
amongst it all and yet not to be able to see it ; to have 
to say. Yes, I know it is all there, but I am blind, it is 
all dark to me. 

' Oh, dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon. 
Irrecoverably dark ; total eclipse. 
Without all hope of day ! ' 

Even the hardest hearted man cannot but pity the 
blind. 

And if you feel such sympathy for the physically 
blind, what will you say to those whose understanding 
is darkened, who are blind in soul > who cannot see the 
glorious truths which gladden the existence of all 
around them, who are obliged to grope their way 
through life in doubt and darkness of spirit ? — Have 
you no pity, no sympathy for them ? There may be 
some imposture, but there is much real honest blindness 
in the world. Many simply caWi see the glorious 
truths of religion, which you may see so plainly. If 
you speak to them on the subject, they say (and do 
they not say it sadly too?), 'Yes, it may all be true, 
but / can't see it : all seems dark and confused to me. 
You seem to see it all clearly. 
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' But what am I ? 

An infant crying in the night. 
An infant crying for the light. 
And with no language but a cry/ 

Oh, believe it ! it is no pleasure to be blind ; to be 
unable to see the great truths of Life. As well might 
you be angry with a blind man because of his blindness, 
as be angry with people for not seeing the truths you 
see. As well might you question whether a blind man 
longs for sight, as doubt whether they do not long to 
know the truths you know. If you pity the poor blind 
man, give your sympathy to these also. You can do 
but little to help them : you cannot open the eyes of 
the blind, neither can you open the eyes of the under- 
standing. — God only can give sight to the blind. 

Now we read that when Jesus Christ was upon earth, 
there was a poor blind beggar called Bartimaeus, who 
sat daily by the side of the high road, just outside 
Jericho. Many a long day had he sat there, for his name 
seems to have been very well known. Day after day 
he had sat there, hearing the people pass by, but not 
able to see them ; feeling the cool shade of the trees, 
but not able to see their leaves ; living in total dark- 
ness in the midst of sunshine. Oh, how he must have 
longed for sight ! sight which would enable him to 
walk, to work, to livey instead of being as it were, 
chained by his blind eyes to this one spot by the side 
of a dusty high road. Oh, if he could only see, there 
would be an end of this weary monotonous lifeless life ! 

And as you know, a great crowd came by one day ; 
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but he, poor man, could not see what it was all about. 
The Son of God was passing by, but he could not see 
Him — because he was blind. He asked what the crowd 
meant, and they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was 
passing by. Passing by ! Jesus of Nazareth ! He 
who could open the eyes of the blind ! Loudly does 
BartimaBus call out to attract His attention. With what 
fearful earnestness does he cry ! 

' Jesus ! — Jesus, thou Son of David ! have mercy on 
me!^ 

But the people about him try to stop his cries ; they 
charge him to hold his peace, and not to make such a 
disturbance about himself: why cannot he be quiet, and 
content to go on living as he had done hitherto ? 
Content ! content to remain blind when there is a pos- 
sibility of sight ! How little they know of his intense 
longing to see as they see; no, now that there is a 
chance he will not rest till his eyes are opened. Louder 
and louder the cry thrills above the noise of the passing 
crowd. 

' Jesus ! — Jesus, thou Son of David ! have mercy on 
me!' 

And Jesus stops and commands that he should be 
brought to Him ; and they say to the blind man, 'Rise, 
He calleth thee.' And he, not waiting to be brought, 
not waiting to be guided by the hand, casts away his 
long loose cloak lest it should hinder his feet (for what 
is the loss of his garment compared with gaining his 
eyesight !) : quickly he gropes his way through the 
crowd to the place where the voice of Jesus came from, 
and he is greeted with the kindly words, 'What wilt 
thou that I should do unto thee V The sightless eyes 
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are raised, with all their blind helpless longing, to Jesus. 
His whole face trembles with earnestness as he answers, 
^ Lord, that I may receive my sight !^ 

And Jesus touches his eyes, and says to him, 'Receive 
thy sight, thy faith hath saved thee/ And immediately 
he receives his sight, and follows Jesus, glorifying God; 
and all the people join with him, and give praise to 
God. And the crowd passes on. 

Now think how surprised Bartimaeus must have been 
to hear that his faith had saved him from a life of 
blindness, — that his earnest longing for sight had been 
the means of getting his sight. — Yes, Bartimajus was 
right. He had not sat down to a life of listless apathy 
and called it resignation. He had longed for the light, 
and when an opportunity came he seized it and strug- 
gled with it and would not allow it to pass till he had 
got what he wanted; — and so he conquered. He 
heeded not the hindrances which others threw in his 
way ; — and so he conquered. He trusted that the Lord 
of Light would indeed open his eyes to see the light ; 
— and so he conquered. 

Now is it not true that many feel themselves to be 
as blind in spirit as Bartimaaus was in body ? Is it not 
true that as earnestly as Bartimaaus longed for sight, so 
do they whose understanding is darkened so that they 
cannot see the deep things of God, long for the light 
of knowledge ? Is it not true that if they were asked, 
' What wilt thou that I should do unto thee ? ' that 
they, like him, would cry with passionate earnestness, 
* Lord, that I may receive my sight ! * Oh, if there be 
any such here, I say to you, hope on and hope ever. 
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' Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search 
for me with all your heart . . . saith the Lord/ 

Like BartimaBus, you may have to wait a long while 
on the high road of life before the time will come ; but 
like him, live in hope, and you shall not be disappointed 
of your hope. 

And however blindly, pray the prayer of the blind, 
'Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, Lord; 
and by Thy great mercy defend us from all the perils 
and dangers of this night. Amen.* 



Let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

And let our cry come unto Thee. 

Lord God Almighty, who dwellest in the light 
which no man can approach unto, and in whom is no 
darkness at all ; lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, 
Lord ; and by Thy great mercy defend us from all 
the perils and dangers of this night; and open our 
eyes that we may see the glorious truths of everlasting 
life ; for the love of Thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen, 
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IV.— THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

{Notes of a Sermon hy Rev. G. H. Wilkinson, M.A., 
Vicar of St. Peter's, Eaton- Square, London.) 

* As a shepherd seeketh ont his flock in the day that he is among 
his sheep that are scattered ; so will I seek ont Mj sheep, and will 
deliver them ont of all places where they have been scattered in the 
clondy and dark day/ 

* I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which 
was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will 
strengthen that which was sick/ 

* And ye My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men, and I am your 
God, saith the Lord God/ — Ezekiel xxxiv. 12, 16, 31. 

The Good Shepherd is speaking to all His flock. He 
has different words for the diflerent sheep. 

Those that are living humbly with Him, He will 
' feed and cause to lie down,^ in the proper time. 

Those that have been ^ scattered in the cloudy and 
dark days of sorrow or misfortune, He will seek and 
deliver : ^ I will bind up that which was broken.^ 

Those that have had a hard life, or as we often say 
' have had no chance/ and have been ' driven away/ 
who have lost themselves, and yet hardly know how it 
was done, — these He will seek and bring again: 'I 
will seek that which was lost. He says : ' I will bring 
again that which was driven away.' 

Some are weak and cannot pray well, and they lose 
heart about themselves and despair : for them also He 
has a word, — ' I will strengthen that which was sick.^ 

c 
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An eastern shepherd, if the sheep is too hard driven, 
stoops down and carries it. And so if Jesus Christ 
finds men and women who are weak. He watches 
them ; He sees their strength failing, and He stoops 
down and helps them. He cares for each so lovingly; 
He knows just what each one needs ; He knows all 
the differences between us, between the man and the 
woman, between the old and the young. He knows 
us, one by one ; He calls each by name. He loves each, 
and He sees what there is of good and of bad in each. 
One, He sees to have wandered but a little way as 
yet; another. He knows to be very, very far away. 

Oh ! if there be any here to-night, who have erred 
and strayed almost too much, as they think, to come 
back again, this chapter has a message for you; 
perhaps the sheep was ^ driven away ! ' If there be 
one whose feet are now stumbling on the dark 
mountains of sin, that is the one whom Jesus wants to 
save. 

In His Gospel, He draws the picture Himself, so that 
we may be quite sure. 

He imagines a shepherd standing on one of those 
eastern hiUs at eventide ; the sun just setting in all its 
glory, and the country around bathed in the rich warm 
glow peculiar to those eastern sunsets. The shadows 
lengthen as the sun rapidly descends; the time has 
come for gathering the sheep together for the night, for 
they are feeding all over the hill-side pasture. He 
calls them ; and obedient to his call, they come : and 
there he stands, with his sheep gathered round him. 

He counts them, to see if they are all there ; one, 
two, three, and so on, till he comes to ninety- eight. 
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ninety-nine, — and one is lost, for lie had a hundred ! 
One sheep has wandered away ! 

But the shepherd does not say, ^It was his own 
fault ; he need not have strayed away ; he should have 
kept with the rest ; he has lost himself, but ^ it was his 
ownfomltJ 

No, the good shepherd feels a yearning, a longing, 
for that poor desolate lost sheep. He loves it, though 
it had strayed through its own fault; He loves it, 
why? Because he is so good. He cannot bear to 
think of it, wandering on and on in the cold and dark- 
ness of those bleak mountains, until it is drowned in 
some rushing torrent, or mangled in the paw of some 
wild beast. 

What does He do ? 

Our Lord tells us. He leaves the ninety and nine, 
for He knows they are safe. The sun has set, and the 
darkness is coming on ; the clouds are gathering on 
the mountains, and the cold night winds begin to blow. 
He sees the storm-clouds lowering in the distance; 
and even now, the sound of the distant thunder strikes 
upon his ear ; the storm will break right over those 
mountains. 

Does he hesitate in his purpose ? 

No, for he thinks of his own sheep there — wander- 
ing about amongst those dark mountains — lost ! And 
he longs to save it, ere the storm shall have done its 
work. He takes his staff in his hand ; down the hill- 
side he goes, and across the sandy plain, still burning 
from the heat of the scorching eastern sun; through 
the valley, on and on, he goes; then he stops, and 
calls; but there is no answer, save his own voice 

c 2 
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echoing through the hills ! On again, for he will seek 
^ until he find it!* 

We can almost see him, as he walks swiftly, though 
painfully, through the dark valley ; he throws himself 
into the stream, and then up the rugged mountain- 
side he toils, the sharp stones cutting his feet and 
hands as he climbs. 

Again he stops, and calls his lost sheep hy name, and 
waits, and listens — he hears a low faint bleating : on he 
goes, until at last, — ^what is it that lights up his face 
with joy ? — what is it that he sees ? . . . . Only a 
wounded sheep ! almost good for nothing now, as we 
should say ; but to him it is ' the sheep he had lost ! ^ 

He stoops down; the poor thing is tired, nearly 
dead, for oh, what a long, long way it has wandered 
from the fold ! Its eyes are closed ; it is torn and 
wounded, and the wounds have stiffened; it cannot 
move : but he takes it up in his arms, and lays it — oh, 
how tenderly ! — on his shoulder : yea, ^ he layeth it on 
his shoulder rejoicing , for he hath found his sheep which 
was lost/ 

This is the picture of what Jesus Christ does with 
lis. Five, ten, or it may be twenty years He has 
been following us. He followed us when we lived 
without prayer, without praise^ without God in the 
world, stumbling upon the dark mountains of sin, and 
straying farther and farther away from Him. 

He has followed each of us, this Good Shepherd, 
day by day ; perhaps He maj find us here now ! He 
is near us ; we can almost hear Him say, ^ I have 
found My sheep which was lost.' 
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In His joy over finding the lost, He seems for tlie 
time to have almost forgotten the good and earnest 
ones who never left Him. But He never forgets. 
He loves all equally; He knows that ihey are safe and 
happy in His fold, but oh. He is glad that the one 
which was lost should be found again ! 

When we left Him, we thought we could get on so 
well without Him ! We felt so strong, so sure that 
we should be able to look after ourselves. And what 
a failure it was ! What a miserable failure ! How 
little we thought that we were so weak, or could ever 
get ourselves into such trouble and disgrace. 

Oh, if only we would give up trying to do without 
Him j and let Him take us in His arms, we should be 
safe and strong in Him. 

To those who have realized it, is there not something 
uplifting in this thought, that we are in His arms; 
that He sought us, and brought us there ; and that we 
are there, not because we are good, but because Christ 
is good. He loved us. He found us, and He will 
never leave us : ' No man shall pluck them out of my 
Father^s hand.^ 

If then we have such a good Shepherd, would it not 
be foolish, should we not be more than fools to say 
^ No, I will not come back ; I hear His voice, but I 
will not obey it. I will go away again/ 

He has loved us all our life ; He has been so patient 
with us 1 He has sought us for a long time ; and He 
has found us here to-night Shall we rise up and go 
away, and refuse to hear His voice ? His voice. Who 
died for us ? 

How can we refuse Him ? How can we say to Him, 
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'No, I will take my own way; I will not answer; I 
will not trouble myself to pray ; I will not kneel down 
now and pray, and let Thee take me to Thyself; at any 
rate, I will not come now! 

' Not now I ' Oh, what an- answer to give to Jesus ! 
Let none of us give Him such an answer as that. 

Listen to Him as He speaks to each one of you. 
Obey His voice, for He calleth each one of you by 
name, each one of you to-night. 

Answer Him ; say, ' I have gone astray like a sheep 
that is lost. seek Thy servant. Take me, Lord ; 
I cannot pray, or feel; but, Lord, take me just as I 
am ; I will be Thine.' 

God help us to make up our minds, and there will 
be joy in the presence of the Angels of God to-night, 
as the Good Shepherd brings us back, saying, ' Eejoice 
with Me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.' 

Let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

And let our cry come unto Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, hear, Thou Shepherd of 
Israel, and stir up Thy strength, and come and help 
us. remember not our old sins, but have mercy 
upon us, and that soon, for we are come to great 
misery. We have gone astray like sheep that are 
lost ; seek us, and save us ! Save us for Thy mercy's 
sake, and so fetch us home. Blessed Lord, to Thy 
flock, that we, who are Thy people and sheep of Thy 
pasture, may give Thee thanks for ever ; and always 
be showing forth Thy praise, from generation to 
generation. Amen. 
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V.-^BE JOYFUL/ 

(By 'FiDELis/) 

* be joyftil in the Ubrd, all ye lands : serve the Lord with glad- 
ness, and come before His presence with a song.' — Psalm o. 1. 

This is a very different idea to what most people have 
of reKgion. For is it not true, that when rehgion ia 
spoken of, or even alluded to, most people^s faces grow 
grave at once, and the thought of sin, and judgment, 
and of a strict and exacting God, rises to their 
minds ? 

My friends, these things ought not so to be. We 
must have taken up quite a wrong idea of what 
religion really is, and of what God really is, if these 
are our ideas. For look through your Bibles — espe- 
cially the pages of the Psalms — and you will see 
how much there is about joy, and rejoicing, and being 
happy. 

^ be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands : serve the 
Lord with gladness, and come before His presence 
with a song.' So sung David, ^the man after God^s 
own heart,^ but so would not say many, alas ! very 
many, of the religious teachers of the present day. 
They would say instead, — * tremble before the Lord, 
all ye lands : serve the Lord with penitence, and come 
before His presence with a confession of your sin,' 

I do not wish to exaggerate : there is of course a 
time for every thing, and there is a time to mourn for 
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our sins. Look tKrough the Psalms again, and you 
will see how truly and deeply David lamented over his 
sins. ^ My wickednesses are gone over my head/ he 
says, ^ and are like a sore burden too heavy for me to 
bear.' ^ My sins have taken such hold upon me that I 
am not able to look up ; yea, they are more in number 
than the hairs of my head, and my heart hath failed 
me.' Yes, David repented and sorrowed bitterly over 
his sins at times, but on the whole his religion was one 
of joy and praise, and he lived a happy life and was 
blessed of God. 

I do not say therefore that we are never to think of 
our sins and to mourn over them; I do not say that 
religious teachers should never exhort men to repent- 
ance and sorrow for their sins ; all that I say is, that 
we make too much of this; that there is too much 
about sin, and God's anger against sin, in our religion, 
and that there is not enough about hope, and joy, and 
God's great love for His children, and of His delight in 
their happiness. We think we ought to be continually 
crying, ^Lord, have mercy upon usj' instead of saying, 
^We praise thee, God.' We think we should be 
always praying, ^God be merciful to me a sinner;' in- 
stead of praising God and saying, ' Thou art my God 
and I will thank Thee ; Thou art my God and I will 
praise Thee.' And I say that this is a mistaken idea 
on our part — ^yes, an entire mistake^ and even wrong, 
for in so doing we are handling the Word of God de- 
ceitfully. For what right have we to exalt one com- 
mand over another ? What right have we to exalt 
St. Peter's ^ Repent ye,' over St. Paul's ^ Rejoice in the 
Lord '? What right have we to think more of David's 
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psalm of penitence, ' Have mercy on me, Lord/ than 
his song of joy, ^ Praise the Lord, my soul, and all 
that is within me praise His holy Name' ? 

Consider our Lord^s life also. If there were three 
years of sorrowful struggle with the narrow-minded- 
ness, and hypocrisy, and hard-heartedness of the Phari- 
sees, there were thirty years of quiet home life at 
Nazareth. If there was the Cross, there was also the 
joyful Resurrection. 

Consider, too, the lives of His disciples. If for a few 
days at the time of His death they were scattered 
abroad as sheep having no shepherd, they afterwards 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy and were con- 
tinually in the Temple praising and blessing God. And 
follow on the history of the early Christians. Do we 
read of their continually mourning for sin, and sorrow- 
ing over the ills of life ? No ; we read of their ^eating 
their meat with gladness.^ And though their circum- 
stances were sorrowful enough, they said they were 
' always rejoicing/ 

What made them so diflferent to us ? What made 
the Christians of the first century, notwithstanding all 
their persecutions and trials, so much happier and 
brighter in their religion than the Christians of the 
present day ? Our difficulties, our troubles, our sorrows, 
cannot be greater than theirs, and yet we do not rejoice 
in the Lord as they did. How is this ? Again I say, 
is it not because we think of God^s anger against sin 
more than of God^s love to us ? Is it not because we 
think we ought rather to mourn over our sins than to 
be joyful in the Lord ? let us change our mistaken 
ideas of God, and try to think of Him as Jesus Christ 
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bids us think of Him, namely, as ^ Our Father wliicli is 
in Heaven/ 

Our Father, Now what is our ideal of a father ? Is 
it not of one who loves his children, who cares for them, 
and provides for them, and educates them ; who will 
punish them if need be, but who delights in making 
them happy and in seeing* them enjoy themselves ? 
Then let us thus think of God, our Father in Heaven ; 
think, not that He takes pleasure in seeing us miserable 
because of our sins, but that He delights to see us 
happy. believe it ! believe that God is glad when 
instead of having to come before Him with a sorrow- 
fiil confession of sin, you can come before His presence 
with a song ! 

Look out on. the world around you, and you will find 
proof of this. See how He has created all nature to 
enjoy the brightTind beautiful, days. Listen to the birds 
as they sing, rejoicing in the early morning sunshine. 
Watch the dumb animals, too, in their wild state, and 
see how happy they are, and how they enjoy their life 
— glad and free they live, unconsciously rejoicing in the 
Lord who made them. Look at the little children also, 
and learn from them that joy and happiness. are natural 
to human beings ; that it is natural to be happy, and 
that God meant us all to be so, even in this world. 

Think how we pity the children in our large towns 
who are old and careworn even in childhood. ' Poor 
little things,^ we say, ^what unnatural lives they 
lead — no happy merry play, no childish joy, no bright 
smile on their young faces, — how unnatural, how sad!^ 
But oh, if it is sad to see the lines of care and trouble 
on the face of a little child, it is equally sad to see the 
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children of God gloomy and cheerless ! God meant us 
all to be happy, but, alas ! we have crushed nature out 
of our religion, just as we have crushed natural life out 
of our large towns, and it is sad indeed to see the 
result. 

It is not God's fault. It is not Christ's fault : 
Christianity teaches us to love God and to trust Him 
as our Father, and to rejoice to the utmost of our 
power. It is our fault, and ours alone, if we darken 
the counsel of God, and shut out happiness from our 
religion; just as it is our fault if we make our room 
gloomy by pulling down the blinds and shutting out 
the bright sunshine. 

Oh then let us no longer make our religion a stern 
and gloomy thing, all about sin and God's anger against 
sin, for this is not the religion of Christ, this is not 
Christianity. But let us think of God when we are 
happy, and not only when we are sad and sorrowful ; 
let us thank Him for His goodness, and not only cry to 
Him for mercy. Yes, let us follow David's example, 
and the example of the Apostles, and be joyful in the 
Lord, and ^ serve the Lord with gladness y and come be- 
fore His presence with a song.^ 

Let lis jpray, 

Lord, open Thou our lips, 

And our mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 

Lord God Almighty, our Father in Heaven ; Thou 
art our God, and we will thank Thee ; Thou art our 
God, and we will praise Thee. Yea, we give thanks 
unto Thee, Lord, for Thou art gracious, and Thy 
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mercy endureth for ever. We thank Thee for all Thy 
goodness to us ; for having given Thy Son to die for 
US, and for all the blessed promises which Thou hast 
given us through Him. help us to be joyful and 
glad in Thee ; and so to rejoice in our daily life, that 
"we may give Thee thanks for ever, and alway be 
showing forth Thy praise from generation to gene- 
ration. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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VI.— THE TRANSFIGUEATION. 

{From No, XV. of ^ Village Sermons/ hy Charles 
KiNGSLEY, M.A., late Rector of Eversley and Cation 
of Westminster,) 

* Jeans taketh Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them np 
into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them.' — 
Mask ix. 2. 

The story of the transfiguration, as told by the dijfferent 
Evangelists, is this — That our Lord took Peter, and 
John, and James his brother, and led them up into an 
high mountain apart, which mountain may be seen 
to this very day. It is a high peaked hill, standing 
apart from aU the hills around it, with a small smooth 
space of ground upon the top. There the Apostles 
fell asleep; while our blessed Lord knelt down and 
prayed to His Father and our Father which is in 
Heaven. And as He prayed, the form of His counte- 
nance was changed, and His raiment became shining, 
white as the light; and there appeared Moses and 
Elijah talking with Him. . . . And as they were talking, 
the Apostles awoke, and found into what glorious 
company they had fallen while they slept. What they 
felt no mortal man can tell — that moment was worth 
to them all the years they had lived before. When 
they had gone up with Jesus into the mount. He was 
but a poor carpenter^s son, wonderful enough to them 
no doubt, with His wise searching words, and His 
gentle loving looks, that drew to Him all men who had 
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hearts left in them, and wonderful enough too, from 
all the mighty miracles which they had seen Him do ; 
but still He was merely a man like themselves, poor 
and young, and homeless, who felt the heat, and the 
cold, and the rough roads, as much as they did. They 
could feel that He spake as never man spake — ^they 
could see that God^s spirit and power was on Him as it 
had never been on 'any man in their time. God had 
even enlightened their reason by His Spirit, to know 
that He was the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
But still it does seem they did not fully understand 
who and what He was; they could not understand how 
the Son of God should come in the form of a despised 
and humble man ; they did not understand that His 
glory was to be a spiritual glory. They expected His 
kingdom to be a kingdom of this world — they expected 
His glory to consist in palaces, and armies, and riches, 
and jewels, and all the magnificence with which 
Solomon and the old Jewish kings were adorned. . . . 
It was to show them that His kingdom was the king- 
dom of heaven that He was transfigured before them. 

They saw His glory — the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. The 
form of His countenance was changed; all the majesty, 
and courage, and wisdom, and love, and resignation, 
and pity, that lay in His noble heart, shone out 
through His face, while He spoke of his death which 
He should accomplish at Jerusalem; the Holy Ghost 
that was upon Him, the spirit of wisdom, and love, 
and beauty, the spirit which produces every thing that 
is lovely in heaven and earth, in soul and body, blazed 
out through His eyes, and all His glorious countenance. 
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and made Him look like what He was — a God. My 
friends, what a sight ! Would it not be worth while 
to jotirney thousands of miles — to go through all diffi- 
culties and dangers that man ever heard of, for one 
sight of that glorious face ; that we might fall down 
upon our knees before it, and, if it were but for a 
moment, give way to the delight of finding something 
that we could utterly love and utterly adore ? I say 
the delight of finding something to worship ; for if 
there is a noble, if there is a holy, if there is a spiritual 
feeling in man, it is the feeling which bows him down 
before those who are greater, and wiser, and nobler 
than himself. I say, that feeling of respect for what is 
noble is a heavenly feeling 

We can hardly, understand the awe and the delight 
with which the disciples must have beheld those 
blessed three — Moses, and Blias, and Jesus Christ 
their Lord — talking together before their very eyes. 
For of all men in the world, Moses and Elias were to 
them the greatest. And the joy and the honour of 
thus seeing theni face to face, the very men whom they 
had loved and reverenced in their thought, whom they 
had heard and read of from their childhood, as the 
greatest ornaments and glories of their nation — the 
joy and the honour, I say, of that unexpected sight, 
added to the wonderful majesty which was suddenly 
revealed to their transfigured Lord, seemed to have 
been too much for them, they knew not what to say. 
Such company seemed to them for a moment heaven 
enough ; and St. Peter first finding words, exclaimed, 
^ Lord, it is good for us to be here. If thou wilt, let us 
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build three tabernacles, one for Thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias/ Not, I fancy, that they 
intended to worship Moses and Elias, but that they 
felt that Moses and Elias, as well as Christ, had each a 
divine message, which must be listened to. But they 
were shown their mistake a moment afterwards ; for a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, hiding from them 
the glory of God the Father, whom no man hath seen 
or can see, who dwells in the light which no man can 
approach unto ; and out of that cloud, a voice, saying, 
'This is my beloved Son; hear ye Him;' and then, 
hiding their faces in fear and wonder, they fell to the 
ground ; and when they looked up, the vision and the 
voice had alike passed away,, and they saw no man but 
Christ alone. Was not that enough for them ? Must 
not the meaning of the vision have been plain to them? 
For when they wished to build three tabernacles, and 
to honour Moses and Elijah^ the Law and the Prophets, 
as separate from Christ — that moment the heavenly 
voice warned them : ' This, this is my beloved Son, hear 
ye flim, and Him only, henceforward.' And Moses 
and Elijah, their work being done, forthwith vanished 
away, leaving Christ alone to fulfil the Law and the 
Prophets, and all other wisdom and righteousness that 
ever was or shall be ...... . 

('There are many lessons to be learnt from the 
transfiguration, but we will only take one to-night.') 

When St. Peter said, ' Lord, it is good for us to be 
here,' he spoke a truth. It was good for him to be 
there; nevertheless, Christ did not listen to his 
prayers. He and his two companions were not allowed 
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to stay in that glorious company. And why ? Because 
they had a work to do. They had glad tidings of 
great joy to proclaim to every creature, and it was, 
after all, but a selfish prayer, to wish to be allowed to 
stay in ease and glory on the mount while the whole 
world was struggling in sin and wickedness below 
them : for there is no meaning in a man^s calling him- 
self a Christian, or saying that he loves God, unless he 
is ready to hate what God hates, and to fight against 
that which Christ fought against, that is sin. No one 
has any right to call himself a servant of God, who is 
not trying to do away with some of the evil in the 
world around him. And therefore Christ was merci- 
ful, when, instead of listening to St. Peter's prayer, He 
led the Apostles down again from the mount, and sent 
them forth, as He did afterwards, to preach the Gospel 
of the Kingdom to all nations. For Christ put a higher 
honour on St. Peter by that, than if He had let him 
stay on the xaount all his life, to behold his glory and 
worship and adore. And He made St. Peter more 
like Himself by doing so. For what was Christ's life? 
Not one of deep speculations, quiet thoughts, and 
bright visions, such as St. Peter wished to lead ; but 
a life of fighting against evil, earnest prayers and 
struggles within, continual labour of body and mind 
without, insult and danger, and confusion, and violent 
exertion, and bitter sorrow. This was Christ's life, 
this is the life of almost every good man I ever heard 
of : this was St. Peter, and St. James, and St. John's 

life afterwards 

What was good for St. Peter is good for us. It is 
good for a man sometimes to have holy and quiet 



34 Sfiort Addresses 

thoughts, and at moments to see into the very deepest 
meaning of God^s word, and God's earth \ and to have 
as it were heaven opened before his eyes ; and it is 
good for a man sometimes actually to feel his heart 
overpowered with the glorious majesty of God, and to 
feel it gushing out with love to his blessed Saviour : 
but it is not good for him to stop there, any more than 
it was for the Apostles : they had to leave that glorious 
vision and come down from the mount, and so have we ; 
for believe me, one word of warning spoken to keep a 
little child out of sin, one crust of bread given to a 
beggarman, because he is your brother, for whom 
Christ died, one angry word checked, when it is on 
your lips, for the sake of Him who was meek and lowly 
of heart ; in short, any, the smallest endeavour of this 
kind to lessen the quantity of evil which is in your- 
selves, and in those around you, is worth all the 
speculations, and raptures, and visions, and frames, and 
feelings in the world. 

Let U8 pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

And let our cry come unto Thee. 

' Lord, we beseech Thee mercifully to receive the 
prayers of Thy people which call upon Thee ; and grant 
that they may both perceive and know what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to fulfil the same; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. — [Collect for the first Sunday after the 
Epiphany,) 
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VII.— REST. 

(% ' FIDBLIS/) 

' Come nnto Me, all ye that labour and are heary laden, and I will 
give yon rest.* — Matt. xi. 28. 

How tired we all feel at times; — tired in body and 
tired in mind, the one great longing of our nature 
then, is for rest. We long for it till it becomes a weary 
heavy pain like the pain of hunger : and it is indeed a 
hunger in itself, a perfect craving of our whole being, 
for rest. 

Who amongst us has not felt this ? Alas, we all 
know the feeling only too well ! Each one of us has 
felt at times the painful aching exhaustion of a tired 
body, whose strength has been worn out with the hard 
day's work ; each one has felt the weary listlessness, 
the nerveless longing for rest which fills the overtired 
brain after a day of perplexity or anxiety. Oh, the long- 
ing for the time when the work shall be done ! when 
the anxiety shall be over ! Oh, the pleasure (numb and 
lifeless though it be) of looking forward to the time 
when we shall be able to lie down and rent ! 

And how universally this longing for rest is felt ! 

Even the . little child, weary with learning its lessons 
and puzzling over the difficulties of the alphabet, 
longs for rest, and gladly falls asleep in its mother's 
arms. 

d2 
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The young man working for the examination which 
will decide the career of his life, obliged often to work 
for many hours a day to fit himself for that examinatipn, 
— ^how weary he grows of reading and thinking : — he 
labours and is heavy laden and longs for rest. 

The poor girl toiling all the day, and half the night 
it may be, at the weary sewing by which she earns the 
miserable pittance which supports her mother and her- 
self; — she too labours and is heavy laden, and her one 
great longing is for rest. 

The mother watching in painful anxiety through the 
long watches of the night by the bedside of her sick 
child, — how weary she grows of the suspense; how 
worn out with the alternating hope and fear. Wearily 
she yearns for rest from the terrible uncertainty, for 
she also is heavy laden with a burden she can scarcely 
bear. 

And look at the man of business, compelled to over- 
work during some crisis of trade, and driven to rack 
his brain for hours at a time to find some way of getting 
through the diflSculty, — ^how he craves for resiy even a 
few minutes rest, from the constant pressure of anxious 
thought. 

And politicians too, and philanthropists, and teach- 
ers; how often all these feel the burdening sense 
of an overtired body and an overworked brain. Truly 
they labour and are heavy laden, and the drawn, anxious 
look of their faces show how they need and how they 
long for rest. 

But are such as these — the outward workers of the 
world — the only souls who long for rest ? No ; from 
the thinkers of the world, from all thoughtful minds 



for Family Prayers or Cottage Meetings. ^37 

the same cry rises up. They too crave for rest, for 
rest from all the perplexities of thought; for rest 
from the warfare of conflicting opinions. 'Oh, if 
we could only find something which we could trust, 
something on which we could resiP — this is the in- 
ward cry of many and many a weary soul which labours 
to find the truth and is heavy laden with the burden 
of doubt. 

And is it not the cry of the sinful ? — And are not 
we all sinful ? Are not we all weary of our ^ins : do 
not we all long for rest from sin ? Is it not like a great 
weight upon us, dragging us back like a heavy burden, 
as we toil along the road of life ? — Yes, we are all 
heavy laden with sin. 

But what are the blessed words we hear still echoing 
in our midst, though they were spoken more than 1800 
years ago ? 

' Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and J will give you rest.' 

Who is it that thus oflfers rest to all who labour and 
are heavy laden ? Who is it that dares to assert that 
he is able to give it ? 

Jesus Christ: — Jesus Christ the Galilean Carpenter, — 
Jesus Christ the Master-teacher of the world ! ' Come 
unto mey He says, ' all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden and J will give you rest.' 

then, let us, and let all who labour and are heavy 
laden with their sins, or with their sorrows, or with 
their doubts, come unto Him and listen to Him and 
hear how He proposes to give us rest. 

' Take my yoke upon you,' He says, ' and learn of 
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ma, for I am meek and lowly in heart, — and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls/ 

^Take my yoke upon you and learn of me/ — this 
then is the way in which He declares He can give us 
all rest. — Shall we try it ? 

Yes, let all seekers after truth, who labour and are 
heavy laden with doubts and questionings, humble 
themselves to come to Jesus Christ. Let them study 
the Gospels, and listen to Him as He speaks to them 
through those Gospels. Let them thus come unto Him 
and learn of Him the great laws of Divine and human 
life. And if the testimony of thousands and thousands 
of their fellow-creatures is to be trusted — they shall 
find rest unto their souls. 

And let all who labour and are heavy laden with sin, 
come to Jesus Christ and learn of Him — from His own 
lips — ^how He came to seek and to save that which was 
lost : how He came to give His life a ransom for many, 
and to shed His blood for the remission of sins. Let 
them learn of Him to rest their sins on God's mercy, 
and to trust, as children trust, in their Heavenly 
Father's love and forgiveness, — and they too shall find 
rest unto their souls. 

O let all who labour and are heavy laden come to 
Jesus Christ, and learn of Him to rest their weary 
cares and anxieties, their sorrows and their diffi- 
culties, on God their Father, in the meekness and 
confidence of little children — and they shall find rest 
unto their souls. 

But can we be sure of God's love to us ? — How can 
we doubt it ? How can we doubt it when Jesus Christ 
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His Son assures us of it ? From His own lips we 
learn that our Heavenly Father loves each one of His 
sinful children as the father loved his prodigal son. 
He loves us sinful though we be, He loves us in spite 
of our sins. Though we all have erred and strayed 
from the paths of righteousness, we are still the children 
of God, — God still loves us. never, never doubt it ! 
Sin must of course be punished ; the disobedient child 
must of course be corrected, and trained to do right ; 
and so God corrects and trains us : we suffer from our 
sins and for our sins until we have ceased to do evil 
and learned to do well ; — ^but all through our education 
in righteousness, God loves us and we may rest in His 
love. 

Let no one shake your faith in this ; and if any one 
or any thing ever threatens to do so, come back to 
Jesus Christ in meekness and lowliness of heart and 
sit at His feet and hear His word and learn of Him : — 
Learn afresh of Him, not to look to your own feelings 
and efforts and thoughts, but to trust God and rest in 
Him : not to think whether you love God so much as 
to live in the thought that God loves you. — And then 
go back to your daily life resting in the happy con- 
sciousness of God's love, as a little child rests in its 
father's arms. 

Let lis pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

And let our cry come unto Thee. 

God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed; give unto Thy servants 
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that peace which the world cannot give ; that ... we 
may pass our time in rest and quietness, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. — {Second 
Collect at Evening Prayer.) 
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VIII.— THE GOSPEL TO THE BUST. 

{From ^ Ea/mest Words for Earnest Men,^ Part L No. 3, 
by C. J. VA.UGHAN, D.D., Master of the Temple. 

.... The Gospel of Clirist is the same for all men. 
There is not one Gospel of Christ for the healthy and 
busy, and another Gospel of Christ for the sick and the 
secluded. The Gospel is one, and but one — the Gospel 
of atonement and of consecration, of a Saviour^s cross 
and a divine Spirit. To tell a busy man that he has 
only to be busy, is to say to him, Christ will excuse 
you, because your time is occupied, from that cross- 
loving and cross-bearing which is His call to others. 
God will not expect you to acquaint yourself with Him 
in His love. His strength. His communion. In other 
words, earth's strong men, earth's useful men, can dis- 
pense with Christ ; it is only the weak who want, it is 
only the idle who have time for Him. 

It is time then that we should say a few things 
positively as to the aspect of the Gospel, the one Gospel 
of Jesus Christ towards the busy. 

First, then, it recognises business as the law of our 
being. . . Christ knows, God knows, that you must be 
busy. Therefore if He speaks to you, it will be on this 
basis. If God desires you to be any thing because of 
Christ, it will be something consistent with your being 
still busy. . . We may state it as broadly as possible. 
There is no one created thing which God meant to be 
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idle. . . Notliing stands still — ^not the stars in their 
courses — ^no^ not for a moment. Not the tree, not the 
plant, cedar of Libanus, or grass of the field, or hyssop 
of the wall, rests for one half-day from the processes 
of vegetation* . . God made nothing idle. — It was not 
the Fall which brought in business. Paradise itself was 
a garden ; and there was toil, though sweet and pro- 
ductive, in the dressiDg and the keeping of it. . . Christ 
Himself, when He came upon earth, came to toil ; to 
toil first for thirty years, in the home, yea, in the shop 
of the carpenter; to toil, afterwards, for the three 
years of His ministry in teaching and in healing, in 

charity and in devotion 

Business is the law of being; so says the Gospel. 
Nature, in all its departments, is an industry and an 
activity. Man toils, Christ toiled, God toils. — If God 
sends a Gospel, be well assured, it will be a Gospel for 
the busy. If the tones of that voice do not find their 
way into the laborious workshop which is life, into the 
restless mechanism which is being, be well assured of 
this, there is error, there is delusion somewhere. The 
true Gospel, if there be one, is sure to recognise busi- 
ness, is sure to address itself to the busy. 

.... Let us think of one or two ways in which 
Christ does this. 

He bids the busy man give hiTriself first to God. — The 
Gospel says to the busy man. You, too, are a sinner. 
You, too, have broken loose from God. You, too, need 
that reconciliation which is found only in receiving a 
free pardon for sin through the work, suffering, and 
death of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Lay hold 
upon the hope set before you, and you, too, shall be- 
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come a forgiyen man^ a renewed man^ a consecrated 
man in Christ Jesns. 

Having thus taken to Himself the man^ Christ next 
takes the life. , , No man is too busy to pray. As God 
recognises business^ so we may tmst him to speak 
reasonably to the busy. God will not ask any thing of 
him but that which he can do. Of the busiest man in 
the world God demands this — that he find time for his 
prayers. Even unto this day some Christians account 
prayer a hardship^ think it gain if they can get off 
praying, are glad to find an excuse for cutting short, 
for hurrying over, yes, for defeating and discomforting 
their own devotions. Strange infatuation ! as if prayer 
were for Grod's sake, not for ours ; as if it were the 
exacted, extorted tribute, not the blessed opportunity 
of rising on angel's wings into the company, into the 
presence-chamber of God! Let no morning dawn 
upon the busiest — ^it need not — without finding him on 
his knees before His God for a blessing upon the coming 
day 

And Christ bids the busiest of men to take heed to 
their Sunday. I know — He has told us — that there are 
duties which even the Lord's Day interrupts not. 
Works of necessity, wants of the body, my own or 
another's ; works, too, of mercy, sickness to be nursed, 
charity to be exercised, — these things must be attended 
to, whatever the day. But when these things are done, 
how much even of the Sabbatical rest still remains 
possible for the busiest! . . The Gospel to the busy 
commands at least this — the earnest, the thankful use 
of the blessed Christian Sunday. You all remember 
the three requests made by our great philosopher. 
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Dr. Johnson, within a few days of his death, to the 
great painter — one of the busiest of men — Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, 'to forgive him thirty pounds which he 
had borrowed of him ; to read the Bible ; and never 
to use his pencil on a Sunday/ 

Again, let your heaviest, weightiest employment be 
often in each day broken for a moment by a devout 
lifting of your whole soul to your God. It is thus, not 
least, that the brief comprehensive rule of the Apostle 
is carried into action, Tray without ceasing. . . . 

Work on then while it is day — work as Christ's 
servants — work with Him in view and with Him in 
your heart — do the appointed task, as He sets it you 
day by day, cheerfully, thoroughly, and with a good 
courage — seek Him before it, seek Him in it, seek Him 
after it. — ^Value His Sunday, love His house, visit His 
table — try to be an honour to Him — try to show to 
others how good He is, and how gentle, and how 
strong, and how patient — ^thus live to Him, and do all 
things, even the commonest things, as it is written, in 
His name, that is, as belonging to Him, as His, His 

servants. His disciples. His friends 

Let us pray, 
Lord, hear our prayer, 
And let our cry come unto Thee. 

Grant to us, Lord, we beseech Thee, the spirit to 
think and do always such things as be rightful ; that we 
who cannot do any thing that is good without Thee, 
may by Thee be enabled to live according to Thy will ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — {Colled for 
the 9th Sunday after Trinity,) 
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IX.— THE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 



THE LOVE OP CHRIST. 
{By 'FlDELIS.') 

• Ye know the grace of our Lord Jeans Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor.' — 2 CoR. viii. 9. 

During the next few Sundays [pTy Meetings) I propose 
to draw your attention to the character of Jesus Christ. 
— ^We hear of Christ; we believe in Christ as our 
Saviour ; we read of Christ, but how little we know 
Him! 

And yet we might know Him. It is only because we 
do not thinh of Him that we do not know Him. If we 
would but think over what we read in our Bibles, and 
especially in the Gospels, we should soon grow in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

And what a difference it would make in our lives if 
we Jenew Him ! If we knew what manner of man He 
was when He lived on earth. For such as He was on 
earth so He is now in Heaven, the same — thank God 
for the words — the same, yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever. 

"V^^at then was the character of Jesus Christ ? In 
this as in every thing else, we shall do well to take one 
subject at a time before attempting to consider it as a 
whole. — ^To-night we will think otthe love of Christ. 

The love 'of Christ. — This is the key to His whole 
character; the foundation on which all else is built. 
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When St. John wanted to express God^s character, 
he found that one word was enough ; ' God is iove/ he 
8aid ; and the same might be said of the character of 
Jesus Christ. — But Hove' means many things; love 
constrains a man to be self-sacrificing, to be brave, to 
be tender, and gentle, and patient ; to be noble in every 
way : it is the root from which all else springs. — ^To-night 
then, we will consider the self'sacrijicing love of Christ. 

Now, when you are lying day after day, in weariness 
and painfulness during some long illness, and a friend 
walks over a long distance to see you and brings you 
not only himself and his kind pleasant face and cheerful 
words, which most likely you value more than any thing 
else; but also something for which you had greatly 
longed, but had not had means to get ; when you learn 
afterwards how he had been obliged to toil and strive 
to be able to get it for you, and how much he had 
denied himself so as to obtain the money to get it ; is 
not your first impulse to cry, ' How good of him ! what 
a real kind heart he has,^ — and the glad life-giving 
thought follows, ' How truly he must love me, to take 
so much trouble and deny himself so much for me I ' 
And you are right ; it was good of him to have done 
it; and he did it because he loved you, for why else 
should he have done it ? 

^ My brethren, ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His poverty might be 
rich ' — He gave up all for our sakes. He came down 
from heaven to live on earth. He left His Home to 
live amongst strangers. He left the happiness and 
glory which He had with His Father before the world 
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was, to live a life of persecution and to endure a death 
of shame : wlnxii for ? — For our sakes : because He 
loved us. 

And yet we doubt it. Yes, many and many of us 
doubt His love for us, for ^ts. — ^And yet what could He 
do more than He has done ? Has He not proved His 
love with His life ? 

Some of you perhaps know the old story of the two 
friends Damon and Pythias ; and how when one was con- 
demned to die, the other begged to be allowed to die 
in his stead. — Why did he do it but because he loved 
his friend and longed to save him ? — Surely in dying 
for us, Jesus Christ has given us the greatest of all 
proofs of His love ? as He says Himself, ^ Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.' 

What could Damon do more for Pythias than be 
willing to die for him ? — What could Jesus Christ do 
more for us than endure the painful and shameful death 
of the cross ? 

'During a very cold winter, between twenty and 
thirty years ago, the cold was so great that many poor 
people died of it in their very houses. Amongst those 
who died, was a lonely mother in one of our cities. She 
was found cold dead on the floor of her house and nearly 
naked, but beside her was her living child, living and 
warm, well wrapped up in the clothes which the mother 
had taken from her own body.' 

And did not Jesus Christ do this ? — ' He put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself .' 'He died, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God;' to God 
and to holiness ; to Heaven and to happiness. 
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What shall we say to it all ? What shall we say but, 
' How good of Him ! How truly He must Ipve us, for 
why should He have done it except that He loved 
us ? — ^And we should be right in saying so. It was 
good of Him ; very good ; good and noble and 
generous. 

For consider ; what are we and what is this world, 
that He should love us so ? When we look into the 
starry sky on some clear night and think of all those 
millions of worlds, does not the thought strike us with 
wonder that God, the Great God Almighty, should 
care so much for this little earth in which we live ? 
— And again, when we drive through some populous 
city and see the multitudes that pass by ; many, (alas ! 
we know the truth of what we say only too well,) many 
intent only on making money, many intent solely on 
pleasure, many degraded with the lower pleasures of 
sin — drunkenness and so forth ; does not the thought 
break forth, ^Was this the world for which Jesus 
Christ was content to die ? Lord, what is man that 
Thou art mindful of him ; or the son of man, that Thou 
so regardest him ! * — And when we consider our own 
lives and what poor lives they are and how little they 
are worth, does not the thought rise naturally to our 
minds, ' How can Jesus Christ care for me ? * 

' How canst Thou think so well of me. 
Yet be the God Thou art. 
Is darkness to my intellect, 
But sunshine to my heart ? ^ * 

Ah ! that is just where the diflference between us 

• ral>er*8 Hymns. 
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and the Lord Jesus lies. We would not sacrifice our- 
selves unless we were assured the object was well worth 
it; but He stooped to no such bargaining thought. 
Enough for Him that the world needed a Saviour; 
enough for Him that it was slowly dying from the 
poison of sin : He would save it though it cost Him 
His life, and pain, and shame, and agony of soul. He 
would save mankind though he should be despised and 
rejected of them : He would save them though not one 
in ten would thank Him for it. 

may God help us to know the love of Jesus Christ; 
to know how truly and how deeply He loves each one 
of us, yes, eacA one of us. And may God help us also 
to follow Him in His noble love of mankind. — When 
we see that any one wants help, let us not stop to con- 
sider how much it will cost us. When we see some 
poor brother or sister needing some self-sacrifice on 
our part, let us not stay to think whether they are 
worth it. 

And in so doing we shall understand something of 
the love of Jesus Christ : we shall begin to understand 
His Life and Character, and to know Him in a way that 
we have never done hitherto. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord God, who in Thy Son Jesus Christ hast 
given us an example of a perfect life ; Help us, we 
beseech Thee, so to study the history of His life that 

E 
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we may ever grow in the knowledge of His character, 
and love Him more and more. — Lord, we pray Thee 
give us grace to follow in His footsteps ; Help us to 
love all men as He loved them, and to labour and deny 
ourselves for their sakes even as He did ; that we may 
be made like unto Him, and please Thee as He pleased 
Thee. — Grant this, Lord God, for His name's sake. 
Amen. 
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X.— THE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 



HIS EARNESTNESS. 

(By ' FlDELIS.') 
*I must be abont My Father's bnsiness.' — Luke ii. 49. 

Last Sunday we considered Christ's noble self- 
sacrificing love of mankind : we saw how His great 
love for us all, both good and bad, caused Him to come 
down from heaven to live amongst us and die for us so 
that we might be saved from sin. 

To-night we will think of His life and character as a 
man. 

What was the motive of His life ? What was the 
one thought of His daily life from boyhood to the 
hour of his death ? Listen to the first words that are 
recorded 'of the Lord Jesus, for they give the key to 
His whole life — ' I must be about my Father's busi- 
ness.' — He said that when He was but twelve years 
old, and what are the last words that He utters on the 
cross? ^It is finished.' — ' Are not ilfiese words an echo 
to the first ? ^ I have finished the work that thou 
gavest me to do. It is finished ! Father into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit,' — and He bowed His head 
and gave up the ghost. 

This theif was Jesus Christ's idea of life — ^to serve 

E % 
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God truly all the days of His life — to do His duty — to 
do God^s work. Is it not the noblest idea that any 
one can form of human life? Search all the books 
of all the philosophers and religions in the world and 
you will find no nobler idea of life than that which 
Christ uttered when He was but a boy of twelve years 
old, ^ I must be about my Father's business/ 

Why ^ must'? Why, ^ I mtist be about my Father's 
business ? ' Because He was afraid that if He did not 
do the work which God had appointed Him to do He 
might sufifer for it ? No ! He did not say ' I must,' 
from fear, but from love; because He loved His Father, 
and longed to please Him and to serve Him. How do 
we know that He served God from love and not from 
fear ? Let us turn to the Gospels, and especially to the 
4th chapter of St. John's Gospel, and we shall find our 
answer there. 

It is eighteen years or more since He said ' I must 
be about my Father's business;' He is now about 
thirty years of age, and has grown up to be a man. — It 
is a hot summer's day, and all the country of Samaria 
is parched and glowing with the scorching rays of the 
eastern sun. It is about twelve o'clock, the very 
hottest time of the day, when see I a small company of 
travellers approaches us and passes on to rest at a well 
close by, round which some trees have been planted to 
give shade and shelter from the heat. They must 
have travelled some distance, perhaps they have been 
travelling since early morning, for they ar^ evi- 
dently tired, and one especially looks wearier than 
the rest. 
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They all stop at the well, but only for a few 
minutes ; they cannot drink the cool water which lies 
deep down below them in the well, for they have 
nothing to draw it up with : they ask some questions 
of the Man who seems to be the chief amongst them, 
and then they all go on to the town that lies near, except 
Him. They leave Him there, for He is very weary with 
the long hot walk and the want of food, and He sits 
resting there on the wall which surrounds the well. 
It is Jesus of Nazareth : what is He like now that we 
can see Him ? 

He seems to be a man of middle size,* and evidently 
He has been accustomed to work, for His hands are 
not those of an idler, but of one who has laboured for 
His living. And yet what a dignity there is about 
Him : although He is clothed in the ordinary dress of 
the Jewish peasant. He looks as though He were bom 
to be a King. Not that His aspect is proud and cold — 
.on the contrary. He looks gentle and kind. He is one 
who wins men's respect and love unconsciously. And 
what a pure, holy, noble face He has ; a face which 
shows that joy and sorrow have been keenly felt; a 
face of One who could do great things and suffer great 
things : and yet the face of One who is very patient 
with the faults and follies of others. What a depth 
there is in His eyes : what a calmness there is about 
Him ; see how patiently, how restfuUy He sits there. 
He seems utterly at rest ; at rest both in body and 

spirit — in perfect peace. 

« 

• Farrer'fl * Life of Christ.* 
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But the silence of the noon-tide is broken by a 
woman^s step. She is coming to the well to draw water. 
Now she is at the well, and Jesus asks her for some- 
thing — ^for water. She answers Him, but she will not 
draw any water for Him. Again He speaks to her, but 
this time He does not ask her for any thing ; He is 
telling her something. She seems surprised at His 
words, and sets down her pitcher and they both talk. — 
And they talk so earnestly together that they do not 
notice the approach of the disciples who are now re- 
turning with the food they have bought for Jesus. 
The disciples gather round : let us also draw near, so 
that we may hear what He is saying to the woman. — 
But we are too late ! She has left her waterpot in her 
haste, and is returning swiftly to the city. 

And now the disciples produce the food tliey have 
bought, and ask Jesus to eat. What is His answer ? 
He looks at them quietly and says, ' I have meat to 
eat that ye know not of.' — Meat to eat ? how can that 
be ? did the woman give Him any thing to eat ? He 
sees the puzzled looks of the disciples, and continues, 
^ My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me and to 
finish His work,* 

Yes, though He is hungry and thirsty. He tells them, 
that to do His Father's business is of more importance 
to Him than His daily food ; it is more necessary to 
His existence than food itself ; ' My meat, the support 
of my very life,' He says, 'is to do the will of Him that 
sent Me and to finish His work.' 

My friends, this is but one instance out of many 
of how Jesus Christ loved to do His duty; of how 
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earnestly He sought first the Kingdom of God.— God 
fivHiy duty first; that was Jesus Christ's idea of life, and 
is it not a noble one ? 

Oh, try to follow Him in this : let this be the ruling 
thought of your daily life, as it was in His, ^ I must be 
about my Fathers business.^ — Oh, may God help us each 
and all to feel something of Jesus Christ's life-long 
earnestness about His duty. And though in the hour 
of death we may not be able to cry triumphantly, like 
Him, ^ Father I have glorified Thee on the earth, I 
have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do — 
It is finished ! * yet we shall be able to say, with Sir 
Henry Lawrence, ^' Write these words on my tomb- 
stone, — ^ Here lies Henry Lawrence, who tried to do his 
duty/ ''* 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord God, who in Thy Son Jesus Christ hast 
given us an example of a perfect life ; Help us, we 
beseech Thee, so to study the history of His life that 
we may ever grow in the knowledge of His character, 
and love Him more and more. — Lord, we pray 
Thee, give us grace to follow in His footsteps. Help 
us to be thoroughly in earnest about doing our duty 
in that state of life unto which it hath pleased Thee to 

* Kaje's " History of tbe Sepoy War in India." 
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call us. Help us to strive heartily and earnestly to 
please Thee and to do Thy will, and to serve Thee truly 
all the days of our life; that we may be made like unto 
Him, and please Thee as He pleased Thee. Grant this, 
OLord God, for Jesus Christ^s sake. Amen. 
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XL— THE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 



HIS THOUGHTFULNESS. 
(5y 'FIDBLIS/) 

' When He was come down from the mountain, great multitudes 
followed Him ; 

And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped Him, saying, 
*■ Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me clean.' 

* And Jesus put forth His hand, and imiched, him, saying, * I will j 
be thou clean.' And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.' — Matt. 
viii. 1 — 3. 

Why did our Lord Jesus Christ touch the leper ? He 
put forth His hand and touched him, saying, ' I will ; 
be thou clean.' — Now we know that leprosy is a most 
loathsome disease, and that every one's natural impulse 
is to shrink from either looking at or touching a leper. 
To be a leper is to be an outcast, for he is shunned 
of all men. He must not approach any one ; he must 
not enter either house or city. He is an outcast in 
every way, and bitterly must he feel his lonely and 
forlorn position. 

For what should you feel, if, as you walked along the 
road, you saw every one move to the other side and get 
away as far as they could from you ? What should you 
feel, if, as you draw near to a house, all the children 
ran away from you, crying, 'A leper I a leper !' What 
should you feel if your only means of living was to 
pick up the money which charitable people threw to 
you from a distance; and then when you had the 
money, to have to lay it down at the threshold of a 
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house, and call, and wait till some one came out, and 
seeing who it was — 1 leper, — took the money up, care- 
fully avoided touching it with their hands, and 
replaced it with some food. — how bitterly you 
would feel your loneliness ; how weary you would be 
of your miserable life ! 

The leper of whom we just now read, stood afar off 
from where Jesus was preaching on the mountain, but 
in the clear stillness of the Eastern atmosphere, lie 
could still hear some of His words, — 'Ask, and it shall 
be given you ; seek, and ye shall find,' strike on bis 
ear, but be cannot hear the rest of tbe sentence : yes ! 
again the words reach him, — ^ For every one that 
asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketb findeth/ — Is it 
so ? Can it be so? good news, good news indeed 
for him I He will ask. As soon as the great Teacher, 
Jesus of Nazareth, bas ended, he will go to him and 
ask to be cleansed of his leprosy. 

See ! — already the crowd is slowly dispersing, and 
Jesus has risen from His seat on the green hill-side 
and is coming down the mountain. Now is his time, 
and the poor leper runs forward : — but as he approaches, 
the crowd hastily divides, crying, ' Aleper ! a leper V 
and shrinks back in confusion on either side of him. 

Shunned ! always shunned : — will Jesus shun him 
too ? Did not the thought strike with a pang into the 
poor man's heart* as he saw the men and women and 
children shrinking from him on all sides? — But at 
last he reaches Jesus and falls at his feet and worships 
Him, crying out in his intense misery, for it is his last 
and only hope, — ' Lord, if Thou wilty Thou canst make 
me clean ! ' 
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He does not ask to be cleansed ; he only lays him- 
self and his sad case at the feet of Jesus, and leaves it 
to Him to do as He will. — ^ Lord, if Thou wili^ Thou 
canst make me clean/ 

And at once Jesus stoops down and touches him, 
saying, ' I will ; be thou clean/ — Touches him. the 
magic pleasure of that touch as it sent a thrill of health 
through the poor leper's diseased body ! No human 
being had touched him for years, and He, He the great 
Teacher, He who men said was the Messiah, He touched 
him ! 0, thank God, here was One at least, who did 
not shrink from him! — ^Yes, I say, what a thrill of 
pleasure that touch must have sent into the heart of 
the poor forlorn outcast. It gave him new life; it 
gave him new hope ; who does not know the magic 
of a touch from a friend's hand in the hour of suffer- 
ing, of distress, or of shame ? 

Jesus knew this, and what is more. He thought of it. 
— He was no doubt tired with having preached so long 
in the open air, and He might, when the leper asked 
Him to heal him, have healed him by His word. We 
know He was able to do this, for He did it in the case 
of the centurion's servant, when He said to the cen- 
turion, ^ Go thy way, thy servant liveth.' Most people 
WOUI4 have thought it quite enough to have healed the 
leper of his leprosy, but Jesus felt for the poor man. 
He had seen the crowd shrink from- him as he had come 
towards Him, and He felt how the shrinking back 
must have gone in all its bitterness to the man's heart, 
and so He touched him. 

But how was it Jesus Christ did not shrink from 
touching the leper ? Did He not feel inclined to 
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shrink from him just as naturally as other people? 
Yes, for He had taken our nature upon Him, He felt 
just as we feel. But He would conquer His natural 
feeling of disgust. He would overcome His repugnance, 
and touch the leper, so that the man should feel that 
some one cared for him, that One at least did not shrink 
from him. 

That was always the way with Jesus Christ. ^He 
did kind things so kindly.^ He was so thoughtful, so 
considerate. — try and be like Him ; and though you 
may inwardly feel repugnance in doing some kind 
action, try to overcome your repugnance and do the 
kind action kindly and considerately — as Jesus did 
when He touched the leper and said, ^ I will ; be thou 
clean.' * 

This is not the only instance which shows us our 
Lord's habitual thoughtfulness, but there is not time to 
do more than allude to one or two which you can think 
over for yourselves. 

We find the same kind thoughtfulness showing itself 
when He healed Jairus' daughter. 

As He entered the house, every one mocked and 
jeered at Him because He said, ' She is not dead but 
sleepeth,' for they knew that she was dead. But He 
went on into the room where she lay and put them 
all out, all except the father and mother of the maiden : 
and then He went up to where she lay and took her by 
the hand and said, ' Little maid, I say unto thee, arise,' 
— and she arose and walked. Great must have been 
the surprise in the house when she appeared before 

* The paragraph mai'ked with a black line may be omitted if the 
Address be thought too long. 
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them all, alive and well I what confusion, what eager- 
ness to see hor, what questions, what excitement there 
was ! Yes, she was alive and well, she was cured of 
her fever, but she was weak, she was hungry after her 
illness : — and yet no one noticed this, no one thought of 
this but Jesus Christ. He saw at once that the poor 
child was faint for want of food, and so He commanded 
that something should be given her to eat. — Strange 
that He should think of it, not her father or mother 
who we should suppose would have noticed their child^s 
faintness at once. No, it is Jesus, the good, kind, 
thoughtful Saviour of the world who thinks of it. He, 
the mighty Teacher ; He, who could do so many won- 
derful works ; it is Be who thinks of the little things ; 
it is He who in His thoughtful kindness notices the 
poor girPs faintness, and commands that something 
should be given her to eat. 

Lastly, think how even in His hour of mental agony 
in the garden of Gethsemane, He tried to warn St. Peter 
without hurting his feelings. — St. Peter had loudly 
protested that though he would die, yet he would not 
deny Jesus, and yet he could not even keep awake for 
one hour to watch with Him ! He must be warned of 
his utter weakness of will, and so that Jesus may do 
this without humbling him before the rest, when He 
comes and finds the three disciples asleep, He wakes 
St. Peter jirsiy and says to him quietly and gently, 
without disturbing the others, ' Simon, sleepest thou ? 
couldest not thou watch with me one hour V — and then 
as the rest awake. He says to all, ' Watch ye and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation.^ 
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Who but Jesus Christ would have thought of 
waking St. Peter jirsi, so that the others might not 
hear the half-reproachful, half- warning sentence ? 

that we had more of the kind thoughtfulness of 
Jesus Christ ! — Let us try to be more considerate, more 
thoughtful, more careful of other people^s feelings, and 
we shall be more like Jesus Christ than we are now. 



Ijei U8 pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord God, who in Thy Son Jesus Christ hast 
given us an example of a perfect Life ; help us, we 
beseech Thee, so to study the history of His life that 
we may ever grow in the knowledge of His character, 
and love Him more and more. — Lord, we pray Thee, 
give us grace to follow in His footsteps: help us to 
be thoughtful and considerate towards others, even 
as He was ; that we may be made like unto Him, and 
may please Thee as He pleased Thee. — Grant this, O 
Lord God, for Jesus Christ^s sake. Amen. 
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XII.— THE CHAEACTER OF CHRIST. 



HIS TRUTHFULNESS. 

{By ' P1DELI8.') 

' The high priest asked Him, and said nnto Him, ' Art Thon the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed ?* — And Jesns said, ^Iwm* . . . 

' And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said there- 
fore unto him, * Art not thon also one of His disciples ? * He denied 
it, and said, * I am, not* — Mark xiv. 61, 62, and John xviii. 25. 

Oh, what a difference between the Lord and the 
disciple ! yes, all the difference that there is between 
courage and cowardice, between truth and falsehood. 
Jesus Christ had the courage to speak the truth, know- 
ing that it would cost Him His life : St. Peter was 
afraid, and three times told a lie to save himself. 

This first, secret trial of Jesus Christ took place 
during the night. The chief priests have been waiting 
for their victim, and now about midnight He is 
brought before them. They have formed their council 
in one of the halls of the High Priest^s palace, the 
chief priests sitting in a semicircle, and Gaiaphas the 
High Priest sitting in the middle, acts as their 
President. At last Jesus is brought in and is placed 
standing before Caiaphas, on the one hand, and the 
witnesses who are to witness against Him take their 
places on the other. There He stands with His hands 
tied and guarded as a prisoner, utterly alone in the 
midst of His enemies, who He knows are eagerly longing 
for His condemnation and death. 
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But they cannot condemn Him : the witnesses can 
prove nothing against Him : He is absolutely innocent 
of any offence, and Caiaphas feels that he will be 
obliged to let Him go, unless he can force Him to 
condemn Himself by His own words. — Suddenly the 
thought strikes him that Jesus never yet told an un- 
truth, and starting up therefore from his judgment-seat, 
he raises his hands to Heaven in solemn adjuration, 
and says, ' I adjure Thee by the living God that 
thou tell us — Art thou the Christ , the Son of the 
Blessed ?' * 

Life and death hangs in the answer, but not for a 
moment does Jesus hesitate to speak the truth. He 
answers, ' I am : and ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of Heaven/ 

Now their end is gained, the end for which they 
have striven for so long in vain. They cannot but feel 
that Jesus has spoken the truth, but they choose to 
consider it blasphemy; and so, with a pretence of 
horror^ but with delight in his heart, the High Priest 
rends his clothes, according to the custom, and address- 
ing the council of chief priests, says to them, ' What 
need we any further witnesses ? Ye have heard the 
blasphemy : what think ye ? ' — and instantly, with one 
voice, they all condemned Him to be guilty of death. 

Now their work is done, and Jesus is treated as a 
criminal. The High Priest^s servants lead Him away 
from the judgment-hall to the guard-room, where He is 
to be kept during the rest of the night, and as He 
goes some begin to spit on Him and to buffet Him and 

* Matt. zxvi. 63, and Mark ziv. 61. 
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to strike Him with the palms of their hands. Thus 
noisily mocking and insulting Him they enter the 
guard-room and pass by where Peter stands with the 
rest of the servants warming himself at the fire. The 
light is thrown on Peter^s face as he comes forward 
out of the shaded corner to see Jesus, and at once the 
servants think, ^ Who is this stranger ? Surely he 
must be a disciple of this Jesus of Nazareth?' They 
say therefore to him, ^ Art not thou also one of His 
disciples ? ' He denies it, and says, ^ I am not J — ^ Did 
not I see thee in the garden with Him ? ' cries another; 
and Peter denies again, he dare not draw on himself 
the rough horse-play which he sees going on. But 
Jesus is passing by, and He hears the denial ; He who 
has just been gloriously confessing the truth, and 
saying, ^ I am,' hears His disciple shamefully denying 
it, and saying, ^ / avi not ;' and as He passes. He turns 
and looks at Peter ; looks at him sadly and reproach- 
fully, for how could He who loved the truth even unto 
death, bear to hear His much-loved disciple tell a lie 
in His hearing ? The look was not an angry one, but 
it cut Peter to the heart. It is too late ! Jesus Christ 
has already been rudely forced on ; Peter cannot get 
near Him now; the words cannot be unsaid, and Peter 
turns and goes out and weeps bitterly. Yes, bitterly^ 
for He feels that it is his lie which has saved him ; and 
we know, as his life afterwards proved, that no sooner 
were the words spoken than he felt that he would a 
thousand times rather have spoken the truth and 
suflFered for it with Jesus, than go out of that hall in 
safety, a liar, and a false disciple. No wonder, no 
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wonder that he went out into the chill darkness of 
the early dawn, and wept bitterly. 

Let us not despise St. Peter, for how few there 
are amongst us who can say ' I never told a lie in my 
life ! ^ Look back, before you condemn him, and see if 
your own conscience is quite, quite free from the stain 
of untruth : and if so, then remember that it is easy to 
speak the truth when there is nothing to fear, and that 
if you have not sinned so deeply, it is perhaps because 
you have not been tried so severely as St. Peter was. 

But all Christ^s disciples are not like St. Peter : 
many have bravely followed Christ^s noble example of 
truthfulness. There is a very touching and perfectly 
true story of a Scotch girl who, rather than tell an un- 
truth, allowed her sister to be condemned to death, and 
then risked her own life to procure her pardon. Sir 
Walter Scott has immortalized Helen Walker, under 
the name of Jeanie Deaiis, in ^ Tlie Heart of Mid- 
Lothian/ and some of you will doubtless recall the 
scene to which I refer. 

Her younger and dearly loved sister was on her trial 
for the secret murder of her child, and Jeanie Deans 
was called to give evidence. She entered the Court of 
Justice, ^ and as she passed the dock, Effie Deans 
started up, and with outstretched hands, . . eyes raised 
eagerly to her sister^s face and glistening through 
tears, exclaimed in a tone which went through the 
heart of all who heard her, ^^0 Jeanie ! Jeanie ! save me ! 
save me ! '' Poor Jeanie, she loved her deeply, and unable 
to resist the impulse of affection, she suddenly extended 
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her hand to hpr sister. Effie was just within the dis- 
tance that she could seize it with both hers, press it 
to her mouth, cover it with kisses and bathe it in 
tears. , . while Jeanie, hiding her face with her other 
hand, wept bitterly.' 

And then the oath was administered, ^ the truth to 
tell, and no truth to conceal, as far as she knew or 
should be asked at ; in the name of God, and as the 
witness should answer at the great day of judgment.' 

Then the questions, the all-important questions, the 
answers of which would acquit her sister or condemn 
her to death, were put to her. 

' Did you ask your sister any questions when you 
observed her looking unwell ? ' 

^ I asked her,' replied Jeanie, ' what ailed her.' 

^ And what was the answer she made ? ' 

Jeanie was silent and looked deadly pale. It was 
not that she for any one instant entertained an idea of 
the possibility of prevarication — it was the natural 
hesitation to extinguish the last spark of hope that 
remained for her sister. 

' Take courage, young woman,' said the lawyer, ' I 
asked what your sister said ailed her when you in- 
quired ? ' 

^ Nothing,' answered Jeanie, with a faint voice which 
was yet heard distinctly in the most distant corner of 
the court-room. . ... 

^ Nothing ? True, you mean nothing at first — ^but 
when you asked her again, did she not tell you what 
ailed her ? ' 

The question was put in a tone meant to make her 
comprehend the importance of her answer had she not 

p 2 



68 Short Addresses 

been already aware of it. The ice was broken how- 
ever, and, with less pause than at first, she now 
replied — ^ Alack ! alack ! she never breathed word to 
me about it/ 

A deep groan passed through the Court,* for this 
truthful answer condemned her sister to death, yes, 
to death; but that very night Jeanie Deans set oflf 
alone to walk from Edinburgh to London, and to brave 
all the dangers of the highway, to try and procure her 
sister's pardon by a personal interview with the King 
or Queen. And she got the pardon ; the Queen was 
so touched with her noble conduct, that the pardon was 
granted and her sister set free. 

Does any one say, ' How much pain and trouble it 
would have saved, to have told an untruth in answer to 
the lawyer's question ? ' 

But Jeanie Deans knew better; she was a true 
Christian, and nothing would make her toll a lie. She 
acted as Jesus Christ acted at His trial, and as Jesus 
Christ would have acted in her place. Be sjpoke the 
truth at all hazards, even though it cost Him His life, 
and may God help us to follow His glorious example 
as truly as did that poor Scotch girl. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, Thou God of Truth, who abhorrest all 
falsehood and wrong : Thou knowest the very secrets 

• From "The Heait of Mid-Lothian." 
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of our hearts, for unto Thee all hearts be open and from 
Thee no secrets are hid. Have mercy upon us, 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and cleanse us, we beseech 
Thee, from all the stains of untruthfulness and deceit 
which Thou seest to be upon us. — And give us grace, 
we pray Thee, so to follow the example of Thy blessed 
Son Jesus Christ, that like Him we may always fear- 
lessly speak the truth, and be ready to suffer for it if 
need be. — Lord, Thou knowest our weakness; do 
Thou fill us with the spirit of truth and make us 
strong in Thy strength, that we may overcome in the 
hour of temptation, even as Jesus Christ overcame ; to 
whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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XIII.— THE CHARACTEE OP JESUS CHEIST. 



HIS GENTLENESS. 
(By ' PlDELIS.O 

' Now I, Panl, myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness 
of Christ/— 2 Cob. x. 1. 

As far as we know, St. Paul never lived with Christ 
on earth. He may have gone to hear Him as He 
taught in the Temple, and thus have known Him slightly, 
but he had not followed Jesus Christ as He went up 
and down Judea and Galilee, and therefore He could 
not personally have known His real character. 

How then did he know that Jesus Christ was meek 
and gentle ? — How ? — Because it was proverbial : the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ had become a pro- 
verb. Just as we speak of the wisdom of Solomon, or 
the cruelty of Nero, or the intellect of Newton, or the 
philanthropy of Howard, so the early Christians spoke 
of the meekness and gentleness of Christ. 

His must indeed have been a very loveable character, 
— so noble and manly, that the rough, strong fishermen 
of Gralilee respected Him and obeyed Him ; so gentle, 
that women and children were not afraid of Him. 

How utterly mistaken then is the popular idea 
that to be manly, a man must be rough : that to be 
brave, it is necessary to be rude, and careless of hurting 
others either by word or deed. — True strength is per- 
fected in gentleness. 

We see this illustrated in the strength of the elephant. 
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The elephant, as you know, is the strongest of all 
living creatures : he can tear up a tree by the roots 
with his mighty trunk, and yet with that same trunk 
he can pick up a pin off the ground. He can squeeze 
a man to death in less than a minute with it ; and yet 
an elephant has been known to rescue an infant which 
had been deserted by its mother, and to carry it for 
miles gently and tenderly with his trunk to his master's 
house. — In our modern machines too, this combination 
of strength and gentleness has been carried to great 
perfection. There is a hammer in the arsenal at Wool- 
wich which weighs 100 tons, and is capable of smash- 
ing a block of stone into atoms with a single blow ; and 
yet this enormous hammer can be made to strike so 
gently as to crack an q^^ : it does not even break the 
egg, the blow is so gentle that it just cracks it. 

Is it not wonderful, this perfect blending of strength 
and gentleness ? — ^Now if it can be found in Nature, in 
the elephant's trunk, and if it can be found in a machine 
made by man, shall it not also be found in Man him- 
self? — O shame for us if it be not so, and may God 
help us to-night to learn and profit by the example of 
Jesus Christ, who was both strong and brave, and yet 
meek and gentle. 

His gentleness shines through all His acts ; but as 
our time is short we will confine our thoughts to His 
gentleness towards women. 

Now among the Jews, women were not so despised 
by the men as in most Eastern nations; still they 
were looked down upon, until Christ came and taught 
men to reverence women, and to treat them with as 
much respect and consideration as they showed to their 
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fellow men. — Think with what reverence and gentle- 
ness He treated His Mother, and Mary Magdalene, and 
the Woman of Samaria, and others. 

Think of His gentleness towards Mary Magdalene 
for instance. — She had lived a bad life ; she had pub- 
licly set God^s laws at defiance for years ; but now she . 
is repentant, and in her utter shame and sorrow and 
self-abasement, as Jesus sits at meat in the Pharisee's 
house, she makes a public though a silent confession of 
her sin by kneeling at His feet, and washing them with 
her tears and wiping them with the hairs of her head. 
— How can she express her contrition in such a public 
manner ? Ah ! perhaps she feels that she has often 
put her Saviour to an open shame, and therefore will now 
put herself to an open shame. — ^But the Pharisee de- 
spises her in his heart, and Jesus knows it, and seems 
to be so grieved and indignant with him for his hard 
rough thoughts towards the poor, sinful, sorrowful 
woman, that He turns to him and compares the conduct 
of the two : and then He protects her from any pos- 
sible insult by gently bidding her ^ go in peace.' 

Again, when the Pharisees brought another sin- 
ful woman before Him, to be judged. He seems to 
have been ashamed, yes, ashamed of their unmanly 
conduct. They had no right to drag her publicly 
through the streets to be judged by Him. He was not 
the authorized judge, and altogether it was such a 
brutal and unmanly act on their part, that when they 
stood before Him and accused her, ^ He stooped down 
and wrote on the ground as though He heard them not.' 
And when they would not take the hint, but continued 
asking Him, He spoke such words that one by one 
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they slunk away utterly confounded. — Then again His 
gentleness showed itself; He would not speak to the 
woman of her sin before others ; and so once more He 
stooped down and wrote on the ground, until they were 
all gone. — She might have gone away also, but he had 
won her heart through His gentleness. He had not yet 
passed sentence on her, and she would ratber stay 
to be condemned by Him than go away without His 
leave. By staying to receive His judgment on her 
sin she showed her repentance, and so when they were 
left alone. He said unto her, ^ Woman^ (which as you 
know was a term of respect), ' Woman, hath no man 
condemned thee V — She saith unto Him, ^ No man. 
Lord/ — And He saith unto her, ^Neither do I con- 
demn thee : go, and sin no more.' — Perhaps this story, 
more than any other, shows His true manliness. His 
true purity, and His gentleness. 

But as I said before. His gentleness shone through 
all His acts. — If, for a time. He seemed cold and 
deaf to any one's cry, it was always for some reason ; 
and, as we should say, He made it up to them after- 
wards. If He compared the Syro-Phoenician woman 
to a dog, saying, ^ It is not meet to take the chil- 
dren's bread and to cast it to dogs,' the words were 
spoken in tender irony. The sentence was a proverb 
amongst the Jews, who regarded the heathen as ^ dogs,' 
and had not His disciples just been acting up to the 
spirit of this proverb ? Had they not been all this 
time treating her like a dog, trying to drive her away, 
and at last coming to Jesus, not to intercede for her, 
but to complain of the annoyance of her cries ? ^How 
then, poor woman,' He seems to say, ^am I to take 
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my disciples' privileges anS give them to you," whom 
they despise as a dog?' — He can trust the mother's 
heart ; He knows she will not leave Him till her child 
is cured, and He judges rightly. — She looks up at Him ; 
she hears something in His voice ; she sees something 
in His face which contradicts the cruel words. She 
sees that the proverb does not express ISis thoughts, 
and so she is not afraid to answer Him, ' Truth, Lord, 
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
master's table/ — And now that the disciples have 
learnt their lesson there is no need to keep her in sus- 
pense any longer, and He gives the word and her 
daughter is healed. 

Now she would never have dared to reason with Him 
if He had not been gentle in His manner to her and 
spoken gently to her. She knew His great power, and 
yet she was not afraid of Him ; whxji ? — Because he was 
so gentle : she never doubted His kindness for a 
minute. 

may we all strive to imitate the gentleness of 
Christ, that no one need ever be afraid of us, or shrink 
from us in dread of rough words or rough actions. 

^ Jesu meek and gentle. 
Son of God most high. 
Pitying, loving Saviour, 
Hear Thy children's cry.' 

Let U8 pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, who hast left us an example 
that we should follow in Thy steps ; do Thou look down 
in mercy on us and supply that which Thou seest to be 
lacking in us. Lord, fill us with Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may be kind as Thou wast kind, and gentle as 
Thou wast gentle; — that we may be made like unto 
Thee, and may walk worthy of Thee as Thy disciples 
in this world, and may ever live with Thee in the world 
to come. Hear us, Lord Jesus, we beseech Thee, for 
Thy meekness and gentleness^ sake. Amen. 
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XIV.— THE CHAEACTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 



CONCLUSION. 
(% ' FiDELIS.') 

DuEiNG the last few Sundays (or Meetings) we have 
been considering in detail some of the leading features 
in the character of Jesus Christ: — to-night we will 
look upon it as a whole. 

For if we were to consider each point of His cha- 
racter, only taking one subject at a time, as we have 
been doing these last Sunday nights, we should take a 
whole year, and even then we could not nearly exhaust 
the subject. — St. John says in the end of his Gospel, 
when summing up the life of Jesus Christ, ^Many 
other things Jesus did, the which if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be written,' 
and the same might be said of His character. Yes 
Eternity itself will not be long enough to fathom the 
perfection of His character ! It is a solemn thought, 
we shall never, never really know how good He is, for 
we can never be as good as He is, and therefore we 
shall never be able to fully understand and appreciate 
His perfection. 

The subject is beyond us, beyond the reach of any 
human being, but still we can look at it afar oflF. And 
we should do so, for nothing is so good for us, nothing 
raises and inspires our own life so much, as to have a 
high aim. — Jesus Christ Himself told us to aim at 
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being perfect. Now we know that this is impossible, 
for how can mortal man be as just or as good or as 
great as his Maker ? Yet we see the wisdom of His 
words, for though we can never be equal with God, yet 
we can be like Him ; we can be good as He is good, 
only in a smaller, feebler way ; we can be perfect as He 
is perfect, only in a lesser degree. The daisy is not as 
beautiful as a rose, yet they are both perfect. The 
moon is not as glorious as the sun, yet they both give 
light to the world. We can never be as good or as 
great or as perfect as Jesus Christ, but we may be lihe 
Him; we may follow Him afar off: — God help us to 
do so ! 

So though we cannot fathom the character of Jesus 
Christ, though we can never really understand its full 
perfection, we should try to understand it as well as 
we can. 

We have, as I said before, only touched upon a few 
points of His character as yet. We have considered 
only His great love of mankind, — His earnestness 
about His work, — His thoughtfulness for others, — His 
truthfulness, — His gentleness. Why, these are not even 
the chief features of His character ! We have not, for 
instance, considered His holiness. His humility. His 
courage. His calmness. His contentment. His sym- 
pathy with others. His cheerfulness. His love of nature, 
and a thousand other things which shone out in His 
Life and Character, and made Him fairer than the 
children of men. — The way has simply been indicated, 
and each must be left to follow it out himself.* 

* I hope, at some future time, to treat this subject more fully than 
I have been able to do in these Addresses. 
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' Fairer than the children of men/ yes, Jesus Christ 
was fairer than the children of men ; nobler and greater 
and better than any man that ever lived or that ever 
will live on this earth. — Who can be compared to Jesus 
Christ ? — As Saul rose in height over all the rest of the 
Israelites, and they chose Him to be the King of Israel, 
so Jesus Christ rises in moral grandeur and beauty 
above all other men, and we cannot but acknowledge 
Him to be the King of men ; the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, — too perfect to be only mortal man, — 
too perfect to be any thing but the Son of God. 

Some have striven to compare Socrates, the Greek 
philosopher, with Jesus Christ; to compare Buddha, the 
founder of the Indian religion, with Him ; to compare 
Mohammed with Him. Well, let them try ; let them 
compare them — and Jesus Christ will be seen to rise 
superior, infinitely superior to all. 

Socrates was a good and a great man, a profound 
philosopher, but what did he do but talk ? He left us 
no example of daily life that we could follow; his 
teachings were too learned for ordinary people; his 
precepts were only fit for the guidance of philosophers. 
— His teaching also had none of the wise simplicity of the 
teaching of Jesus. Jesus Christ's teaching is so simple 
that a child can understand it, and yet His simple teach- 
ing is so deep that it is beyond the wisdom of the wisest 
men. — Socrates gave the working world no example of 
life, he lived wrapped up in his meditations and his 
books; but Jesus Christ dwelt amongst men. He 
worked with the workmen. He struggled with the 
physician against disease and death. He laboured with 
the teachers to dispel ignorance. He preached with the 
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missionaries to teach mankind about God ; He lived at 
home, and he lived as a wanderer also ; He worked, and 
He suffered ; and He gave us an example in all these 
things. — Does not Socrates sink into insignificance in 
the comparison ? 

And it is the same with Buddha and Mohammed. — 
Buddha lived an ascetic life, a hermit's life, like John 
the Baptist. By all accounts he was a very good man, 
but very morbid, for he taught men to look on life as 
a misfortune. He was a good man, he was doubtless a 
teacher sent from God to prepare the way for tTesus 
Christ and the Christian religion, as John the Baptist 
was sent, — ^but he cannot be compared with Christ any 
more than John the Baptist can be compared to Him. 

And of Mohammed it is hardly necessary to speak. 
He began life well, but he fell away afterwards when he 
got into power. — Many of his precepts were and are 
very good, but where did he get them from? If you 
compare the Koran with the Bible, you will see that his 
teachings were largely borrowed from the Jewish and 
Christian religions ; indeed, some of the very words of 
the Koran (the Mohammedan Bible) are almost exactly 
the same as those in the Sermon on the Mount ; and 
as Mohammed lived 600 years after Christ, we are 
forced to conclude that most of his wisdom and teach- 
ing is but a distorted reflection of Jesus Christ's. 

It is the same with every one you compare with 
Jesus Christ. — Compare the wisdom of Solomon; 
Christ's is a nobler, purer, higher wisdom. — The purity 
and piety of the Saints ; but where did they learn their 
purity and piety but from Christ ? as they themselves 
would be the first to confess. — The courage and forti- 
tude of the Indian savage under torture; bat \si^& 
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torture is physical only, and Christ had shame and insult 
and mockery added to His sufiTerings. — The philosophy 
of Plato and Socrates and all the Greek philosophers ; 
but as we have seen, they cannot be compared to the 
simple philosophy of Jesus Christ for depth or for 
wisdom, or for meeting the needs of mankind. 

What shall we say to all these things ? What ccn 
we say but, ' Never fYian spake like this man, — truly 
this man was the Son of God/ — What can we do, but 
fall down before Jesus of Nazareth, as St. Thomas 
did, and worship Him, saying, 'My Lord, and my 
God!^ — What can we do but sing praises to Him, saying, 
' Thou art the King of Glory, Christ ! ^ — What can we 
do but just kneel down and say, ' Thou only art holy ; 
Thou only art the Lord ; Thou only, Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen.* 

liet us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord God Almighty, who didst send Thy Son 
Jesus Christ to be the Saviour of the world, and an 
example of a perfect life unto all mankind ; we beseech 
Thee to strengthen our faith in Him, that we may truly 
believe in Him and trust Him as our Saviour. And 
also, we pray Thee, give us grace so to know Him and 
love Him as our Lord, that we may follow in His foot- 
steps and serve Him truly all the days of our life. 
Grant this, Heavenly Father, for His sake, to whom 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 
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XV.— ON BOOKS. 

{From No, XXIV of ' Village Sermons/ by Chables 
KiNGSLEY, M.A., late Rector of Eversley and Canon 
of Westminster.) 

* Abhor that which is evil ; cleave to that which is good.' — BoM. xii. 9. 

.... Why is it that neither angels, nor saints, nor 
evil spirits, appear to men now to speak to them as 
they did of old ? Why, but because we have books, by 
which Christ's messengers, and the devil^s messengers 
too, can tell what they will to thousands of human 
beings at the same moment, year after year, all the 
world over ! I say, we ought to reverence books, to look 
at them as awful and mighty things. If they are good 
and true, whether they are about religion or politics, 
farming, trade, or medicine, they are the message of 
Christ, the Maker of all things, the Teacher of all 
Truth, which He has put into the heart of some man 
to speak, that he may tell us what is good for our 
spirits, for our bodies, and for our country. And at 
the last day, be sure of it, we shall have to render an 
account — a strict account — of the good books which 
we have read, and of the way in which we have obeyed 
what we read, just as if we had had so many prophets 
or angels sent to us. 

If, on the other hand, books are false and wicked, we 
ought to fear them as evil spirits loose among us, as ' 
messages from the father of lies, who deceives the 
hearts of evil men, that they may spread abroad the 

G 
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poison of his false and foul messages, putting good for 
evil and evil for good, sweet for bitter and bitter for 
sweet — saying to all men, ' I too have a tree of know- 
ledge, and you may eat of the fruit thereof, and not 
die/ But believe him not. When you see a wicked 
book, when you find in a book anything which con- 
tradicts God^s book, cast it away, trample it under foot. 
. . . Would to God all here would make that rule, — 
never to look into an evil book, or a filthy ballad ! 
Can a man take a snake into his bosom and not be 
bitten ? — can we play with fire and not be burnt ? — can 
we open our ears and eyes to the devil^s message, 
whether of covetousness, or filth, or folly, and not be 
haunted afterwards by its wicked words, rising up in 
our thoughts like evil spirits, between us and our pure 
and noble duty — our baptismal vows ? 

.... I have spoken only of books ; for this is the 
age of books — the time, one would think, of which 
Daniel prophesied that many should run to and fro, 
and knowledge should be increased. A flood of books, 
newspapers, writings of all sorts, good and bad, is 
spreading over the whole land, and young and old will 
read them. We cannot stop that; we ought not; it 
is God's ordinance. It is more ; it is God's grace and 
mercy that we have a free press in England — liberty 
for every man, that if he have any of God's truth to 
tell, he may tell it out boldly, in books or otherwise. 
A blessing from God ! one which we should reverence, 
for God knows it was dearly bought. Before our fore- 
fathers could buy it for us, many an honoured man left 
house and home to die in the battle-field or on the 
scaffold, fighting and witnessing for the right of every 
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man to whom God's Word comes, to speak God's Word 
openly to his countrymen. A blessing, and an awful 
one ! for the same gate which lets in good, lets in evil. 
The law dare not silence bad books. It dare not root 
up the tares, lest it root up the wheat also. The men 
who died to buy us liberty, knew that it was better to 
let in a thousand bad books than shut out one good 
one ; for a grain of God's truth will ever outweigh a 
ton of the devil's lies. We cannot, then, silence evil 
books, but we can turn away our eyes from them ; we 
can take care that what we read, and what we let others 
read, shall be good and wholesome. Now, if ever, are 
we bound to remember that books are words, and that 
words come either from Christ or the devil ; now, if 
ever, we are bound to try all books by the Word of 
God ; now, if ever, are we bound to put holy and wise 
books, both religious and worldly, into the hands of all 
around us, that if, poor souls ! they must needs eat of 
the tree of knowledge, they may also eat of the tree of 
life ; and now, if ever, are we bound to pray to Christ, 
the Word of God, that He will raise up among us wise 
and holy writers, and give them words and utterance 
to speak to the hearts of all the message of God's cove- 
nant, and that He may confound the devil and his lies, 
and all that swarm of writers who are filling England 
with trash, filth, blasphemy, and covetousness ; and 
so turn the divine power of words, and the inestimable 
blessing of a free press, into the devil's engine, and not 
Christ's, the Word of God. But their words shall be 
brought to nought. 

May God preserve us and all our friends from that 
defilement ! and may He give you all grace, in these 

g2 
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strange times, to take care what you read and Low you 
read, and to hold fast by the Book of all books, and 
Christ the Word of God ! . . . . 

Jjei us 'pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer, 
And let our cry come unto Thee. 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scripture to 
be written for our learning ; Grant that we may in such 
wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that by patience, and comfort of Thy holy Word 
we may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which Thou hast given us in our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. — {Collect for the Second 
Sunday in Advent) 
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XVI.— A WELL-KNOWN PARABLE. 

{JBy 'FiDKLis.') 

' And He spake this parable . . . . ' Two men went np into the 
Temple to pray ; the one a Pharisee, and the other a pnblican.' — 
Luke xviii. 9, 10. 

Has not a feeling of weariness fallen over you as I have 
read out this text ? Does not the thought rise unbidden 
within you, * Why could not some other subject have 
been chosen ? I am so tired of hearing about the 
Pharisee and the publican ! I have heard sermons 
preached upon that parable over and over again ! ' 

Perhaps so, yet I think you will say, when I have 
finished reading, that the address to-night has been an 
interesting one. 

And now, to begin with, I would ask you if we are 
not all inclined to think that the Pharisees of the world 
are only to be found amongst the people who think 
themselves highly respectable and very religious ? — 
people who go to church every Sunday, and are very 
strict in the performance of all their religious duties ? 
— who never get into debt, or steal, or drink, or swear, 
or do any thing of that sort ? 

If so, we are very much mistaken. If we think that 
the Pharisees, the people who think themselves good 
and blameless — are only to be found amongst respect- 
able church-going folk, we know very little of human 
nature. There are just as many Pharisees amongst 
bad people. Hundreds and hundreds of men and women 
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who have been convicted of crime, will stoutly main- 
tain that they are not bad and sinful, and will declare 
that they have no need of forgiveness. — Listen to the 
following story, which I heard related by a well-known 
preacher. 

*^ ' While I was in New York,* he said, ' the governor 
of the city prison asked me to go down and talk to the«^ 
prisoners. After the prisoners were all brought in, I 
found there was no chapel in connection with the 
prison, and I had to talk to them in their cells. I 
preached therefore from a little iron railing, to some 
three or four hundred prisoners, and could not see one 
of them. After I had done, I thought I should like to 
see who I had been talking to, and how they had 
received the preaching of the Gospel. 

'^ I went to the first door and looked in at the little 
window of a cell where the inmates could best have 
heard me. There were some men playing at cards. 
No doubt they had been playing all the time I had 
been preaching. ' Well, my friends,^ I said, ^ what is 
your trouble ? * They a.nswered, ' False witnesses 
appeared against us ; we are innocent.' I thought to 
myself, Christ cannot save anybody here, there u no- 
body guilty. 

" I went to the occupiers of the next cell, and asked 
why they were there. They said, ' We got into bad 
company, and the man who did the deed got clear, and 
we got caught.' I thought again, Christ cannot save 
anybody here. — I went to the next cell, and asked how 
it was with them. They said, ^ False witnesses went 
into court, and swore falsely.' I said to myself, Christ 
cannot save anybody here. — I went to the next cell. 
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and asked, ' How is it with you ? ' The reply was, 
' The fact is, sir, the man who committed the ofEenoe is 
very like me, I am perfectly innocent/ — I never found 
so many innocent men in prison in my life. It seemed 
that the magistrates who sent them there were the only 
guilty ones. 

^*"I began to get discouraged; but when I had got 
about half-way down, I found one man crying bitterly. 
.1 looked in at the little window and I said, 'My friend, 
what is the matter ? ' He looked up, with despair and 
remorse on his face, and said, ' My sins are more than I 
can bear/ I said, 'Thank God for that/ — 'Why, are 
not you the man who has been talking to us ? ' he said; 
'I thought you said you were a friend, and now 
you are glad my sins are more than I can bear/ 
' Tes,' I replied, ' I am — I will explain it to you. If 
your sins are more than you can bear, you will cast them 
on One who will bear them for you/ 'Who is that V 
he asked. — ' It is the Lord Jesus Christ ; ' and I stood 
there at that prison door and told him how Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners. — After 
telling him of Christ, I prayed with him, and after I 
had prayed, I said, ' Now you pray.' He said he could 
not pray, it would be blasphemy. But the man put 
his head in his hands, and, like the publican, he cried, 
' God be merciful to me a sinner ! ^ — Afterwards, when 
he got up, I took his hand, and he gave me a good 
warm grasp. I told him I would come and see him 
again before I left town. Next day I went, and no 
sooner did I catch sight of the man's face than I saw 
that a great change had taken place. Remorse and 
gloom had fled away, and the face of the man was 
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beaming with joy. 'Thank God/ he said, Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He^ll save 
me/ " 

There you see you have the Parable of the Pharisee 
and the publican acted out in real life in a prison. 
How can God justify, how can Jesus save such Phari- 
sees as those men who declared they were blameless ? 
How can He forgive sins which people say they have 
not committed ? The innocent, the sinless have no . 
need of pardon ! — To bring it to ourselves, how can 
we realize God's forgiveness if we are persuaded that 
we have not sinned against him ? 

' but J never denied it,' you will answer. ' Do I 
not kneel down every Sunday and say, 

' Lord, have mercy upon me ; ' 

' God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon me, 
a miserable sinner.' 

Tes, we all say it every Sunday ; we sing it out in 
a high key, or else perhaps we mumble the words over, 
hardly thinking of what we are saying, — but Ifiow often 
do we feel it ? How often, when we come into our 
temple to pray, do we feel what David felt when he 
said, ' My sins have taken such hold upon me that I am 
not able to look up ' ? How often, as we staad before 
God, do we feel ashamed of ourselves, as David felt 
when he cried, ' So foolish was I, and ignorant ; even 
as it were a beast before Thee ' ? How often does the 
thought rise in our hearts, ' I am not worthy to be 
called Thy child : I am a miserable sinner, a wretched, 
miserable, despicable sinner. 

I am an unworthy servant. Lord, 
Not fit for Thee to bless ' ? 



for Family Prayers or Cottage Meetings. 89 

Are these the thoughts which occupy our minds as 
we say the Litany ? or is it not true that we often find 
our thoughts wandering oflF in some such way as this, 
' I wonder how that man can have the face to come to 
church when he knows that he cheated me last week ; 
thank God, I never cheated any one, as far as I know :^ 
or, ^ There is So-and-so \ much good his church-going 
does him ; thank God, I don^t drink like he does, I 
don^t neglect my wife and children, I'm a good husband 
and a good father at any rate/ — ^Tes, and a real Pharisee 
too, we might add, if we were true to ourselves, for 
where is the difference between us and the Pharisee of 
the parable ? Have we not come up to the temple to 
pray, and while our lips are uttering the cry of the 
publican, is not our heart occupied with the thought 
of the Pharisee ? 

0, if Jesus Christ came into church at that moment, 
would He not turn round and say to us, * Thou 
hypocrite ! * 

Remember His words, ' Not every one that saith unto 
me "Lord! Lord ! '' shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven/ 
And in the same way, not every one that says care- 
lessly 'God be merciful to me a sinner V shall receive 
forgiveness of his sins. 

Now, it is true, though they do not like to confess 
it, that some people cannot help thinking well of them- 
selves ; they find it diflScult to realize their sinfulness. 
believe me ! if you think well of yourself, it is only 
because you have been doing what the Pharisee did, 
judging others y and comparing yourself with them. What 
have you to do with others ? to their own Master they 
stand or fall. Compare yourself with the model of 
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Human Life which God has set before you in Jesus 
Christ, for that is the model God compares you with. 
That is the only comparison you have any right to judge 
yourself by, for remember He has bidden you to follow 
Him and be like Him and reach His stature of good- 
ness. 0, it does not take very long, does it, to see 
how far you have fallen short of this mark ! Think of 
what you ought to be, and your self-complacency will 
fall, and very soon you will find yourself saying from 
the depth of your heart, ' God be merciful to me a 



sinner.^ 



Lei us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon us, 
miserable sinners. 

Almighty and most merciful Father ; We have erred 
and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have ofEended against Thy holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to 
have done ; and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done ; and there is no health in us. 
But Thou, Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
oflFenders. Spare Thou them, God, which confess 
their faults. Restore Thou them that are penitent; 
According to Thy promises declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, most merciful 
Father, for His sake; that we may hereafter live a 
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godly, righteous and sober life, to the glpry of Thy 
holy Name. Amen. 

Lord, we beseech Thee, mercifully hear our 
prayers, and spare all those who confess their sins unto 
Thee ; that they whose consciences by sin are accused, 
by Thy merciful pardon may be absolved; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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XVII.— THE ETERNAL MANHOOD. 

(From No. XXXV. of '' Town and Country Sermons,'' hy 
Charles Kingsley, M.A., late Rector of Eversley 
and Canon of Westminster,) 

" Jeans saith unto him, Thomas, beoanse thou hast seen Me, thou 
hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed." — John xx. 29. 

....'' Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet 
have believed.^^ You have not seen. You have never 
beheld with your bodily eyes, or touched with your 
bodily hand, as St. Thomas did, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And yet you may be more blessed now, this day, than 
St. Thomas was then. Wo are too apt to fancy, that, 
to have seen the Lord with our eyes, to have walked 
with Him, and talked with Him, as the Apostles did, 
was the greatest honour and blessing which could 
happen to man. We fancy, perhaps, at times, that if 
the Lord Jesus were to come visibly among us now, 
we should want nothing more to make us good; that 
we could not help listening to Him, obeying Him, 
loving Him. 

But the Scriptures prove to us that it was not so. 
The Scribes and Pharisees saw Him and talked with. 
Him ; yet they hated Him. Judas Iscariot, yet he 
betrayed Him. Pilate, yet he condemned Him. . . 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Glory, came and preached 
Himself to them; declared to them who He was. 
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proved who He was by His mighty works of love and 
mereyj and by fulfilling all the prophecies of Scripture 
which spoke of Him ; and yet they did not believe 
Him, they hated Him, they crucified Him. . . 

You see, therefore, that something more than seeing 
Him with our bodily eyes is wanted to make us believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ; something more than seeing 
Him with our bodily eyes is wanted to make us blessed. 
St. Thomas saw Him ; St. Thomas was allowed, by the 
boundless condescension and mercy of the Lord Jesus, 
to put his hand into His side. And yet the IjOrd does 
not say to him, — See how blessed thou art ; see how 
honoured thou art, by being allowed to touch Me. 
No ; our Lord rather rebukes him for requiring such a 
proof. 

Now some of you may say, ^Then are we more 
blessed than Thomas V We have not seen, and yet we 
have believed. We never doubted. We never wanted 
any arguments, or learned books, and special inward 
assurances. From the moment that we began to learn 
our catechisms at school we believed it, of course, every 
word of it. Do we not say the Creed every Sunday, ^ I 
believe in,^ — and so forth ? my friends, do you believe 
indeed ? If you do, blessed are you. But are you sure 
that you speak the truth ? .... Do you really believe 
the good news of this text, in which the Son of God 
Himself said to mortal men like ourselves, ' Handle 
Me and see that it is I, indeed ; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye see Me have.^ Do you believe 
that there is a man evermore on the right hand of 
God ? . . . that, in the midst of the throne of God, is 
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He Himself who was born of the Virgin Mary, and 
crucified under Pontius Pilate ? Do you wish to find 
out whether you believe that or not ? Then look at 
your own hearts. Look at your own prayers. Do you 
think of the Lord Jesus Christ, do you pray to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as a man, very man, born of woman ? 
Do you pray to Him as to one who can be touched with 
the feelings of your infirmities, because He has been 
tempted in all things like as you are, yet without sin ? 
When you are sad, perplexed, do you take all your 
sorrows and doubts and troubles to the Lord Jesus 
and speak them all ou,t to Him honestly and frankly, 
however reverently, as a man speaketh to his friend ? 
Do you really cast all your care on Him, because you 
believe that He careth for you ? If you do, then indeed 
you believe in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and you will surely have your reward in a 
peace of mind, amid all the chances and changes of this 
mortal life, which passes man^s understanding. — ^What 
blessed knowledge that the Lord knows all, cares for 
all, condescends to all. — That thought of a loving 
Human Face smiling upon your joys, sorrowing over 
your sorrows, watching you, educating you from youth 
to manhood, from manhood to the grave, from the grave 
to the eternities of eternities — whosoever has felt 
that, has indeed found the pearl of great price, for 
which, if need be, he would give up all else in earth or 
heaven. 

Or do you say to yourselves at times, I must not 
think too much about the Lord Jesus being man, lest 
I should forget that He is God ? Do you shrink from 
opening your heart to Him ? Do you say within your- 
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self, He is too great, too awful, to condescend to listen 
to my little mean troubles and anxieties ? Besides, 
how can I expect Him to feel for them ; I, a mean, sin- 
ful man, and He the Almighty God ? How do I know 
that He will not be angry with me ? I must be more 
reverent to Him, than to trouble Him with very petty 
matters. He was a man once when He was upon 
earth ; but now that He is ascended up on high, Very 
God of Very God, in the glory which He had with the 
Father before the worlds were made, I must have more 
awful and solemn thoughts about Him, and keep at a 
more humble distance from Him. 

Do you ever have such thoughts as those come over 
you, my friends, when you are thinking of the Lord 
Jesus, and praying to Him ? If you do, shall I tell you 
what to say to them when they arise in your minds? 
' Get thee behind me, Satan.' Get thee away, thou 
accusing devil, who art accusing my Lord to me, and 
trying to make me fancy Him less loving, less conde- 
scending, less tender, less understanding, than He was 
when He wept over the grave of Lazarus. . . . Get 
thee behind me, Satan, . . thou shalt not make my 
Lord's incarnation, His birth. His passion. His resur- 
rection, all that He did and suflfered in those thirty- 
three years, of none eflfect to me. Thou shalt not take 
from me the blessed message of my Bible, that there 
is a Man in Heaven in the midst of the throne of God. 
. . . K the Lord God, the Son of the Father, is not 
ashamed to be man, for ever and ever, I will not 
be ashamed to think of Him as man ; to pray to Him 
as man ; to believe and be sure that He can be touched 
with the feeling of my infirmities ; to entreat Him, by 
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all that He did and suffered as a man^ to deliver me 
from those temptations which He Himself has con- 
quered for Himself; and to cry to Him in the smallest 
as well as in the most important matters — ^By the 
mystery of Thy holy incarnation ; by Thine agony and 
bloody sweat; by Thy cross and passion; by Thy 
precious death and burial ; by Thy glorious resurrec- 
tion and ascension ;^ by all which Thou hast done, and 
suffered, and conquered as a man upon this earth of 
ours, good Lord deliver me ! 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who didst take our nature upon 
Thee and wert made man ; Give us grace that we may 
put our whole trust and confidence in Thee, and may 
come unto Thee, in all our troubles and trials, as unto 
a Friend ; knowing that Thou art the same yesterday, 
to-dav, and for ever. Amen. 
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XVIII.— CHRISTIANITY. 

{B\j ' FlDELIS.') 

* I fear lest .... your minds should be corrupted from tho 
simplicity which is in Christ.* — 2 Cor. xi. 3. 

Somehow or other we must have fallen very far away 
from the simplicity which was in Christ. — For the 
Christianity which Christ preached was a very simple 
thing ; every one seemed to understand it quite easily. 
There was no confusion in the minds of His hearers 
about doctrines of/ai^Aand works \ of evangelical or 
sacramental teaching, and all the other intricate diffi- 
culties which seem to haunt the Churches and Chapels 
of Christianity in these days. 

We wear ourselves out with intellectual puzzles and 
theological quarrels, and call it ' Christianity.^ Chris- 
tianity ! — It is very doubtful if Christ Himself would 
recognise it as Bis religion. Yes, I say again, we have 
fallen very, very far from the simplicity which was in 
Christ. — Let us humbly go back to the Fountain Head^ 
and see if we cannot find the pure Water of Life still 
flowing in all its clearness and abundance. 

Let us follow Jesus Christ as He leads His few dis- 
ciples out as far as to Bethany on the day of His ascen- 
sion. See ! He stops, and His disciples gather round 
Him. — He is bidding them farewell: He is uttering 
some command. Let us draw near and listen to His 
last words. 
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' Qo ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature; and make Christians of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you : and, lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of the world/ * 
—Thus, in these few simple words, He sums up the 
Christianity He wishes His disciples to go and teach 
all nations. 

^ Oo ye into all the world and preach the Oospel to 
every creature ' — that is the first thing. 
And what is the Gospel ? 

Let us put away from our minds what Christians 
have made of the Gospel, and let us think, what was 
the Gospel that Christ preached ? Let us listen to 
Christ Himself and hear the Gospel from His own lips. 
Listen to His story of the loving patient father 
rejoicing over the return of his prodigal son, and for- 
giving him all his sins freely and gladly. — This, Christ 
tells us, is but a faint picture of how the great God, 
our Heavenly Father, waits and longs for each of us. 
His sinful children, to return to Him, so that He may 
forgive us our sins and make us happy. — And this 
illustration is but one out of many: over and over 
again Jesus Christ tells us the good news of God's 
great love to all mankind : of how He loves us ally yes, 
every one ; the bad as well as the good, because He is, 
' our Father J 

And listen to Jesus Christ as He tells of His own 
love and goodwill towards men, and of how He came 
to try and lead us all to God. — He pictures Himself as 

* Mark xvi. 15, and Matt, zzyiii. 19, 20. 



for Family Prayers or Cottage Meetings. 99 

a Shepherd seeking His lost sheep, and He tells us how 
He rejoices when He finds them and brings them back 
to the Fold. — ^ Come unto me/ He cries, ^ Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest/ 

what a blessed Gospel is this ! Good news, indeed ! 
Good news of God^s fatheriy love to all His sinful 
children. Good news of the free forgiveness of sins 
to all penitent sinners. Good news of perfect peace 
and rest in Jesus Christ to all who labour and are heavy 
laden. — This, this is Chrisfs Gospel, for remember, we 
hear all this from Jesus Christ Himself. 

But does He stop here ? Is that all that Christianity 
is ? just to know that God our Father loves us, and 
that He is willing to forgive us all our sins through 
Jesus Christ ? 

Not so, that is the first thing we should learn, but 
He goes on to tell us what we should do after we have 
learnt the Gospel (the good tidings), of God^s love and 
forgiveness. He tells His disciples to ^Make Chris- 
tians of all nations, teaching them to observe all things 
that I have comma/nded you.' 

And is there any difficulty in this ? No, we have 
only to read the Gospel records, to find out what His 
commandments are. 

They are very simple. — He commands us to follow 
Him; to love all men as He loved them; to love 
one another as He loved us ; to forgive as He forgave ; 
to be merciful as He was merciful ; — just and true in 
all our dealings, as He was ; — ^honest and upright and 
kind and good to all, like Him. These are His com- 
mands, and He gave us an example, that we should 

h2 
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follow in His steps. He has shown us how to walk in 
the paths of righteousness^ and He commands us all to 
follow Him. 

How simple Christianity is as Christ thus teaches it — 
the Gospel of God's love and forgiveness first, and then 
the life of righteousness and doing good afterwards. 

if we would but go and sit at the feet of the 
Great Teacher Himself, and learn of Him, we should 
indeed find rest unto our souls ! — But, instead of that^ 
we range ourselves in one of the various schools of 
thought; we think about the ^views' and ^isms' of the 
present day — ^the High-Churchism, the Low-Churchism, 
the Broad- Churchism ; the doctrines of the Sacramental 
party, or the vieivs of the Evangelical party, until our 
brains get fairly perplexed as to what is truth, and 
even what is Christianity ; and many, who have not yet 
learned Christ, give up the whole subject in despair, as 
requiring too much time, and as being too diflScult for 
them to understand. 

It is our fault. Our silly arguments about trifles, 
making mountains out of molehills, and raising fancied 
intricacies where none exist, are just so many stumbling- 
blocks in our brother's way. We cover the Pearl of 
great price with such varnish of 'doctrine,' that no 
ordinary human being can recognise it. 

Let us break through all these subtle intricacies of 
man's invention. Let us throw away all this parapha- 
nalia of religion, and let Christianity shine forth in its 
simplicity as it did in the days of Christ. 

Why, the very poorest working people amongst the 
Jews, who could neither read or write, understood His 
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teaching, Kis religion, Kis Christianity. They believed 
the Gospel, they believed the good news He told them 
about God^s readiness to forgive sins, and they simply 
took Him at His word. They came to Him, and knelt 
at His feet, and He, as the Son of God, forgave them 
their sins, and then teught them how to lead'a better 
life for the future. — They all understood this sort of 
religion ; it was so simple; every one could understand 
it. We don^t read of any of them doubting afterwards 
whether they were really forgiven ! No, they were 
satisfied, their minds were at rest, and they went away 
and tried to observe all the things that Christ had com- 
manded them ; they tried to live a good Christian life, 
that is, a life like Christ^ s, — honest, and upright, and 
generous, and loving to all. 

Now, why don^t we do the same ? — Jesus Christ is 
the same, yesterday and to-day and for ever: and 
Christianity is really as simple now as then. 

A friend of mine told me of a Scotch girl who was so 
much impressed one day with a sermon she had heard, 
that she stayed behind in church to see the preacher. 
He talked a little with her, and then told her to go 
home and read the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. But the 
girl just threw up her hands and cried, ^ I canna read, 
and I canna pray, — Lord, take me as I am ! ^ 

The girl was right : she felt that somehow religion 
did not require reading or knowledge or education, and 
so she trusted the Lord of all — the Maker of the 
learned and the ignorant — to take her just as she was. 

My friends, I say to you, do as she did : do as the 
fishermen of Gtililee did; as Nicodemus did; as Joseph 
of Arimathea did ; as Lazarus, and Martha, and Mary 
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did. They did not side with the Pharisees or the 
Saducees or the Herodians, or any of the strong 
religious parties of the day. They attended the ser- 
vices in the Temple ; they did not despise or neglect 
the public worship of God : but as to doctrines, and 
arguments about rites and observances, they left them 
alone and came to Jesus Christ and learnt of Him. — 
And He never turned one of them away. No matter 
how bad or how ignorant they might be. He gladly 
received all who came to Him. And then they simply 
followed Him, and tried to copy His example till their 
lifers end. 

Surely they were true Christians, and that was 
Christianity. Let no one deceive you : Christianity is 
the same now as it was then — for Jesus Christ is the 
same, yesterday and to-day, and for ever. 

Itei us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord God, our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for all Thy goodness and mercy unto us. We thank 
Thee for having sent Thy Son Jesus Christ to give 
light unto us that sat in darkness, and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. We thank Thee, too, for making 
the Gospel of Thy Kingdom so simple that every one 
can understand it. — Lord, let us not despise the sim- 
plicity which is in Christ ; but grant us grace so to 
believe in Him, and to learn of Him, and to follow 
Him, that we may serve Thee without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before Thee all the days of our life. 
Amen. 
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XIX.— ELIJAH. 

{From notes of a Sermon,) 

* Then Jezebel sent a messenger nnto Elijah, saying, ' So let the 
gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one 
of them by to-morrow about this time.' 

* And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and oame 
to Beersheba, which belongeth to Jadah, and left his servants 
there.* 

' But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and 
came and sat down under a juniper tree : and he requested for him- 
self that he might die ; and said, ' It is enough ; now, Lord, take 
away my life j for I am not better than my fathers/— 1 Kings xix. 
2, 3, 4. 

^ Elijah/ says St. James, ' was a man subject to like 
passions as we are / aind if these words were not written 
by an inspired Apostle, we might almost doubt their 
truth. 

For what is there in common with ordinary men in the 
strange wild character of the great prophet Elijah ? — 
In every act of his career we have a consciousness of a 
superior nature which overawes us, and we feel as though 
we were brought in contact with a being diflferent and 
more exalted than ourselves. When all Israel trembled 
before the anger of King Ahab, Elijah rebuked him to 
his face. When the prophets of Baal assembled to- 
gether to attest the might and majesty of the God they 
worshipped, Elijah alone withstands their pretensions 
and upholds the cause of Jehovah. He miraculously 
supplies the wants of the perishing widow : he binds 
up the heavens and calls down abundance of rain at his 
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bidding : he restores the dead to life. What have we 
in common with this man of supreme power, of bold 
unwavering will, of stern unbending character ? It is 
true, if we only look upon him in the grand moments 
of his triumph, that we should be inclined to think 
his nature was not as ours, and that he stood upon 
an eminence to which it is not given to ordinary men 
to attain. The Scripture account of him, however, is 
not confined to a record of his mighty deeds, but, — 
with the truthfulness of God^s Word,— it shows us the 
weakness as well as the strength of his character. 

Here in the text we see him, a man ^ subject to like 
passions as we are.^ He had withstood the power of 
the most cruel and unscrupulous king who had ever 
sat upon the throne of Israel : he had stood face to face 
with the powerful priests of Baal, and having defeated 
them by the might of Jehovah, had caused their de- 
struction by the waters of Kishon : and yet having done 
all this, the true human nature of the man asserts it- 
self; the reaction takes place ; his heart sinks within 
him ; he flies for his life before the anger of Queen 
Jezebel, and leaving his faithful servant behind him he 
hurries on into the waste of desert till, sinking down 
oppressed with weariness and fear, he requested for 
himself that he might die, and he said, ^ It is enough ; 
now, Lord, take away my life, for I am not better 
than my fathers.^ 

Let us consider some of the feelings which doubtless 
oppressed the heart of the prophet and forced from his 
lips this cry of despair. First, I would notice ihe sense 
of loneliness. He had left his servant behind him ; the 
faithful friend and the only one from whom, in the 
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wide world at that moment, he could have expected 
true sympathy. All the day long — from mom till 
night — he wandered on through the wilderness, the 
blue cloudless sky above his head and broad expanse 
of sand around him : no breath of air to fan his brow 
nor drop of water to assuage his thirst : onward and 
ever onward, till, as the declining sun sank down and 
disappeared, and the shadows of the night fell upon him, 
the broken spirit and exhausted frame could bear up 
no longer. Under a solitary flowering bush of the 
desert, he laid him down to die : ^ It is enough ; now, O 
Lord, take away my life, for I am not better than my 
fathers.^ 

This has been and is still the cry of many a gallant 
heart. — To many a one the world is but as a wilderness, 
and in the midst of the turmoil and business of life, 
there is a sense of isolation and solitude that is more 
oppressive than the unbroken stillness of the desert. . . 

*It is not in the seclusion of nature that our loneli- 
ness is most keenly felt. — Not on solitary mountain 
side, nor on desolate shore, with no voice but that of 
the deep sounding wave in our ears, do we feel most 
thoroughly alone. The true sense of loneliness comes 
over us when amid the crowds that pass us day by day, 
we feel there is none who can enter into the full mea- 
sure of our thoughts, or feel a true sympathy with us 
in our joys and sorrows. ...... 

There is a natural craving in the human heart for 
sympathy ; for some one at least, who will be able to 
understand our feelings and to enter into them : — but 

* The paragraph marked with a black line may be omitted if the 
Address be thought too long. 
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when no voice breathes a word of comfort in our ears, 
nor any hand is outstretched to sustain us, then the 
spirit sinks within us, and the cry of Elijah is too apt 
to rise to our lips : ' It is enough ; now, Lord, take 
away my life, for I am not better than my fathers/ 

Besides the feeling of loneliness, Elijah was also 
utterly disheartened, else he would not have requested 
for himself that he might die. His eflPorts in the cause 
of righteousness appeared to have been in vain ; he was 
oppressed with the sense of failure, and he wanted to 
have done with life and its duties and difficulties and 
disappointments and persecutions. — And here again 
we see him a man ' subject to like passions as we are/ 
The workman discouraged casts from him the instru- 
ments of his noble toil : — the sage closes for ever, with a 
sigh of disappointment, the books over which he had de- 
lighted to ponder : — the charitable man closes in anger 
the purse which had so often relieved the necessities of 
the poor : —wearied and disgusted, like Elijah, they aban- 
don themselves to a life of listless repose and inaction. 

Happy are they if God — in that terrible moment — 
deigns to arouse them from their cowardly indolence 
as He did the prophet.— For we read, ^^ Elijah arose 
and went unto Horeb, the mount of God. And he 
came thither unto a cave, and lodged there ; and, behold, 
the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto 
him, * What doest thou here, Elijah ?' . . . And He 
said, ^ Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the 
Lord.^ And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great 
and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord was 
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not in the wind : — and after tlie wind an earthquake : 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake:— and after 
the earthquake a fire : but the Lord was not in the fire : 
— and after the fire a still small voice. And it was so, 
when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his 
mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of 
the cave, and, behold, there came a voice unto him, and 
said, * What doest thou here, Elijah V 

After all this terrible convulsion of nature there 
comes again the simple question, 'What doest thou 
here Elijah?' After this great manifestation of the 
power of God, these few words remind the prophet of 
his duty. 

And it is ever thus that God appeals to us. After 
ecstasy comes duty : after the emotions of piety, we are 
reminded of the work we have to do : * the trivial round, 
the common task :^ — our dutyy however prosaic or pain- 
ful or uninteresting it may be to us. Nowhere does 
the Bible, in its pages so venerable and austere, sanc- 
tion anything like indolence or cowardice or desertion 
of duty. No one has a right to abandon the part to 
which God has called him, and he who would fly from 
encountering the diflBculties and dangers of his position 
and bury himself in a selfish isolation from the world, 
shall hear, like Elijah, the reproachful voice, 'What 
doest thou here ?'* 

What doest thou here ? What business hast thou 
in the desert ? None : the post of duty is not in the 
wilderness. It is not in the desert that you are called 
to strive and to work, but in the world, in the midst of 

* The paragraph marked with a black line maj be omitted if the 
Address be thought too long. 
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friends and of kindred. — In tlie world that you are 
leaving, there is suffering and death which you may be 
able to relieve or to avert ; there is ignorance which 
you may be able to dispel, and hatred which you may 
help to extinguish, and yet you would think selfishly 
only of your (ywn trials and disappointments ; — ' What 
doest thou here V 

And then God speaks to Elijah, ' Go, return . on thy 
way to the wilderness of Damascus/ — ^ i^j^irA on thy 
way ' is God^s sovereign command to every one^who has 
departed from that path which he should never have 
traversed, ' Return' to the place you have left. ^ Return' 
to those tasks which are irksome and tedious, to the 
dangers and difficulties which affright you. ^ Return' to 
the post of danger, of calumny and of labour where I 
had placed you, and which you should never have 
quitted. 

Elijah listens and obeys. He descends from the 
mountain with a heart full of confidence and hope. He 
has learnt the great lesson that God has taught him. 
No more fear ; no more repining ; no more desire to 
desert his duty, however hard and toilsome it may be. 
What matter whether the world approves of his con- 
duct or not ! What matter whether he succeed or fail ! 
Successful or unsuccessful, crowned or uncrowned, — 
what matter, so long as God's will be done. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Almighty God, our Father in heaven, who dost 
rule and govern all things, and hast appointed unto 
every man his work : Thou knowest that by reason of 
the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright, 
and Thou hast compassion on our weakness. Lord, 
in the hour of our weakness and discouragement, when 
like Thy prophet Elijah, we long to flee away and be 
at rest, do Thou mercifully deal with us as Thou didst 
with him, and show us Thy power and Thy greatness, 
that like liim we may return to our duty — strong in 
Thy strength and confident in Thee, and willing to 
endure all things so that Thy will be done. Grant this, 
Lord God, our Father, for Jesus Christ^s sake. 
Amen. 
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XX.— WORK. 

{By ^FiDELis.') 

' Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men.* — Col. iii. 23. 

' Happy is he who has found his work/ says Carlyle,* 
' let him ask no other blessedness/ — And yet how 
many there are who hate their work, and are always 
longing to have nothing to do : — as if work were not 
noble and divine ! ~ as if idleness were not a curse to 
existence ! 

I am not speaking of holidays, of the delicious day 
of perfect idleness which can only be really enjoyed by 
those who are accustomed to daily work : but I am 
speaking of habitual idleness ; of an idle Z^/e, not of an 
idle day or an idle week ; and I say habitual idleness 
robs life of all interest and of all satisfaction ; I say 
that it is not a pleasant feeling for any one to realize 
that he is an utterly useless member of society — a mere 
cumberer of the ground ; — I would almost say that an 
overworked man is happier than he. 

Work, is a word which has many meanings. It 
does not only mean manual labour, that is, work in 
which bodily strength is used : there is also what we 
call brain work; the work of thinking and arranging 
and planning and governing, which is just as hard work 
as the other, often much harder. And there is Uteraiy 

♦ * Past and Present.* 
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work, the work of writing books ; and then there is 
artistic work, painting and sculpture and music, — work 
which requires just as much energy and perseverance 
to do rightly as the brain work or the manual labour of 
which we spoke just now. 

Some people are inclined to despise this sort of work 
and to call it play ; but they forget that making the 
flowers to beautify the earth was just as much a part of 
God^s work of creation as bringing forth grass for the 
cattle and green herb for the service of men. Do you 
ever think, when you look at a fine picture or listen to 
some beautiful music or read a well-written book, of 
all the W(y}rk it cost ; of all the drudgery which had to 
be perseveringly gone through ; of all the disappoint- 
ments which had to be endured ? A-h, you who think 
your manual labour or your brain work very hard 
and monotonous, it is no doubt a pleasant recreation 
for you to look at the picture or to hear the music or to 
read the book, but it was worky hard work to those 
who did it. 

What says our text with regard to work ? 

' Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily/ — As a rule how 
little heartiness we put into our work. We are all so 
apt to do things in a slipshod way, — to say ^ I don't 
care how the thing is done so long as it is done -/ 
instead of doing it heartily and as well as we possibly 
can. 

Again, many complain of their work being ' so un- 
interesting.' How is this ? surely because they do not 
care to take any interest in it. — Except factory work, 
such as making pins' heads from morning till night 
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and from week^s end to week^s end, I do not believe 
there is any work whicli is not capable of being made 
interesting. 

Take a pride in doing your work well, whatever it is, 
do it heartily as St. Paul says, and see if it does not 
soon become more interesting to you. — Work is only 
irksome when it is slurred over just to get it done 
anyhow : why, even the naturally more interesting 
branches of labour, such as music or painting, or 
books, or science, or outdoor pursuits, lose their 
charm to the worker and become tedious and weari- 
some if ho does not do them heartily. 

Look at our Lord Jesus Christ. Is He not an example 
to us how to work ! Was a carpenter^s work very in- 
teresting to One who was capable of teaching the world ? 
— and yet Jesus Christ worked contentedly as a car- 
penter till He was thirty years of age. Was it deeply 
interesting work for Him to teach and train twelve Gali- 
lean peasants? — and yet how heartily and thoroughly 
He did it. He went heart and soul into His work as 
we should say. We read that ^^ the multitude cometh 
together again, so that He could not so much as eat 
bread; and when His friends heard of it, they went 
out to lay hold on Him ; for they said, ' He is beside 
Himself.' ^' And on another occasion we read of Him 
working till He was so tired that He fell asleep in the 
boat during a storm which arose while He was crossing 
the sea of Galilee. 

Yes, Jesus Christ worked all His life, and did His 
work heartily and thoroughly, and He bids us all to 
follow Him. And therefore no true Christian will lead 
an idle life. If he has not got any regular appointed 



for Family Prayers or Cottage Meetings. 113 

work, he will find some sort of occupation, and devote 
himself to it and do it heartily as His Master did. — 
One of God's greatest saints has gone as far as to say, 
' Labour is prayer : ' he meant that good honest labour 
is as holy and acceptable in God^s sight as prayer 
itself. 

Surely then we should follow Christ^s example, and 
whatever we do, do it heartily ; for as Christians we 
disgrace the name of Christ when we do anything in a 
listless, slovenly way. Christ never did anything in 
that way Himself. Whatever Jesus Christ did. He 
did heartily. 

We are told not only to do our work heartily, but 
also to do it ' as to the Lord and not unto men.' 

Work in itself is noble, but it is glorified into serving 
the Lord when it is done ' as to the Lord.' 

We saw that Jesus Christ did His work ' heartily ; ' 
He also did it ^as to the Lord:' He called it ^My 
Father's business,' and all His disciples should do their 
work, whatever it is, in this spirit and with this thought 
in their minds, ' as to the Lord/ as though He wanted 
it done ; as though they were doing it for Him and 
under His eye. — There is no work too common to be 
thus glorified. 

^ All may of Thee partake. 

Nothing can be so mean 
Which with this tincture, " for Thy sake," 
Will not grow bright and clean. 



i* 
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A servant with this clause 

Makes drudgery divine, \ 

Who sweeps a room as foiT^Taw^ 

^ Makes that and Hie actidn'fi^ft^Hf^ 

* . . "^ *** 

Thjbi applies to manual labour, brain work, artistic 

work, literary work, — every sort of work. AR work 

bfpomes the lMrDd!% work when it is done as to Him. 

Let us then take these two thoughts with us during 
this week. Tlriiiy — that whatever our work may be, 
we should do it as Jesus Christ did His work ; that is, 
hea/rtily and thoroughly, ^d second, — that all our 
work should bo done as t^ the Lord; as though we 
wore doing our Father^s business ; as though God and 
not man had asked us to do it ; — as though we were 
working for God and not for men. 

Let us pray. 

Lord God, who through Thy son Jesus Christ hast 
Hanctified all labour ; graciously help us to follow His 
example, and whatsoever we do, to do it Jieartily, as He 
did His work ; and also to do it ' as to Thee,^ and for 
Thee, knowing that Thou hast appointed all our work 
for us. — Hear us, we beseech Thee, Lord, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



* George Herbert. 
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: X^K^THB ATONEMENT. 

(l^oies of (f Sermon by Rev. G. H. Wilkinson> M.A., 
Vicar of 8t, Peter' s, Eaton Square, London.)"' 



^ <• 



' He put away sin by the sacrifice of himself/«-^H£B. iz. 26. . 

God hates sin. When we raise the cry, ^'0 God I who 
will deliver me from it ? '^ we know that that feeble 
longing of ours is nothing compared with His longing 
that we should be deUvered. 

How then does He deal with evil ? 

He leaves the mysterious origin of sin untouched. He 
tells us that we are but children in the lower classes of 
His school : how then could we understand the deep 
mysteries of Eternity I 

But He tells us what we want to know. He tells us 
that He will deliver us from evil. 

God cannot ignore sin : — even we ourselves do not 
ignore it in our own families. We cannot shut our 
eyes to it ; the child who has done wrong must not be 
treated the same as the child who has not done wrong 
— it would be unjust. And so God, for the holy angels^ 
sake, must in justice recognise sin, or else there would 
be no law of right and wrong in heaven. 

It is impossible for God to ignore sin : and yet every 
human being has sinned. There is not one of us who 
would be so utterly foolish as to say, 'I have never 
done any thing wrong, I have never sinned.^ 

Neither would any one be so ignorant as to say, ^ I 
was bom with a bad nature, in bad circumstances, it is 

I 2 
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not my fault if I have sinned :' — for we can all remem- 
ber things that we need not have done ; things which 
we knew were wrong even while we did them ; things 
which we simply chose to do because we liked to do 
them. 

God saw then^ that every human being had sinned ; 
and that none as they were could enter heaven. — ^And 
yet He created them for heaven; He wanted them 
there. What was to be done ? 

God's way of salvation ! It is an old story, written 
on every page of the Bible. — He put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself 

Even the heathen teach us the idea and the glory of 
self-sacrifice. — As we read the old fable of the young 
man in the full vigour of life leaping into the chasm 
which had opened in his well-beloved city, our hearts 
warm with love and admiration. 

And how much more, when we read of the poor nun 
who went into a house where the cholera was raging, 
and found a child lying in that chill which, unless 
warmth be given to the body, must result in death. She 
knew the danger, but she just lay down and cherished 
the child with the warmth of her own body, and so 
saved its life. When some people came in, they found 
the child alive; saved: but the woman was dead ! She 
had saved its life at the cost of her own. 

It is but a faint illustration of what God did. He 
came down and gathered up into Himself all the evil 
of the world, and bore it in His own body on the Tree. 
— What a simple statement the Bible gives of it ! The 
stripes which our sin deserved. He endured. The 
sorrows which we should have carried. He took upon 
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Himself. Many illustrations are given, so that every 
one may understand. The shepherd laying down his 
life for his sheep ; the brazen serpent; the sacrificial 
lamb ; — dififerent illustrations for diflterent people, so as 
to suit every mind. But all lead to one point : He laid, 
down His life for us. 

We cannot understand it, but there is the fact. He 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and said : ' It 
is finished/ — As far as the purity and justice of God^s 
kingdom were concerned, when Christ said on the 
Cross, ^It is finished,' the barrier was broken down, 
and the gate of heaven was opened. 

And now that He has gone into heaven, what does 
He do ? — He comes to each of us one after another and 
says, 'Will you take the salvation that I offer yon? 
Come unto Me, and I will give you a free pardon of all 
your sins ; you have only to come and take it.' 

And some say, 'No; I know that if I took it, I 
should have to forsake my sins ; I could not go on 
living as I am now living; and I like my careless, 
wasted, sinful life : I like my sins, I do not want to 
give them up.' — That soul refuses the free pardon of its 
sins ; and Jesus goes away. He is obliged to pass on, 
for the man is free, and he has chosen Barabbas, not 
Jesus : he has chosen the man of sin instead of the Son 
of God. 

And some say, ' Yes, I should like it — but not now ; 
not just yet; not to-night ; no, not to-night, — some other 
time.' And again Jesus goes away, mourning, ' How 
can you let yourselves be deceived, after all I did ! 
Was there no reason for all My suffering ? Was it not 
for your sakes ; to save you from bearing tli^ y^^scl^- 
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mcffii dt your ninii ? ' But He passeB on ; for He will 
noi force any one into beayen. 

And them one comes to Him, saying, ' I am not sony 
tor my sins. I cannot feel sorry ; no one knows how 
wicked I am i eren now, my heart is full of wandering 
tfaotjghts/' And God says to that sool, 'My ways are 
not as yonr ways : for as the heayen is higher than the 
Cfartfa, so are my ways higher than yonr ways. — ^I do 
not ask the deeper repentance, (the repentance which 
folhmn forgiveness,) before I forgive sins : I offer first 
a compU^te salvation. It is a gift : have yon never 
heard that the gift of God is eternal life ? Trust yonr 
sins to Me, for I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins : not a few, but 
all thy sins. Take your pardon, and remember Me/ 
—That is what Ho says ; — this Lord who died for you ! 

Ho does not say, ^ Wait a year; feed on husks for a 
year, as a punishment for your disobedience all this 
time.' No, Ho says, ' I hate sin more than you do ; 
and I know you are stained with sin ; but come ; come 
now ; come just as you are, without one plea. Come 
unto Me, and I will cleanse you from all sin I^ 

Of course, there will be years of training afterwards. 
Year by year, the repentance will grow deeper, and 
your love of God and of right grow stronger : but He 
says, ^ Come and get your pardon fwst/ He longs to 
hear you say, ' Thou hast told me that I may come, and 
I do come.^ 

' Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
Lamb of God, I come.' 
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Take a text : ' The blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin ; ' or, ' He put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself.^ — Think over it ; pray over it ; 
never give it up until it becomes your Zi/e, — until you 
hfiow the life and peace of the consciousness of God^s 
forgiveness. 

Jjet U8 pray, 

Lord, hear our prayer, 

And let our cry come unto Thee. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, merciful Lord, to Thy 
faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be 
cleansed from all their sins, and serve Thee with a 
quiet mind ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, — Grant us Thy peace. 

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, — Have mercy upon us. 

Mercifully forgive the sins of Thy people, and 
favourably with mercy hear our prayers. 

O Lord, let Thy mercy be showed upon us ; as we do 
put our trust in Thee. 

Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost : 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be j world without end. Amen. 
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XXIL— PRECEPT AND PROMISE. 

{By ^FiDELis/) 

' Seek ye firat the kingdom of GU>d, and His rigliteonsness ; and all 
these things shall be added onto yon.' — Matt. vi. 33. 

And what in the Kingdom of God ? 

It is not an earthly kingdom, and it is not a visible 
kingdom. — It is a kingdom whose empire is in the 
heart of man, ' for behold/ said Christ, ' the kingdom 
of God is within you/ 

And what is the character of His kingdom ? — ' Peace 
on earth and goodwill towards men/ 

And what are the laws of His kingdom ? — They are 
very simple, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself. — Just deal- 
ings, pure lives, noble actions, and kind deeds ; these 
are the rules of the Kingdom of God. 

But how are we to seek first the Kingdom of God ? — 
The first thing is to seek entrance to it ; to seek the 
king, our Father in heaven,, and obtain His pardon for 
having so often broken His laws and disregarded His 
commandments. — And we all know that we have only to 
go to Him to get our pardon. He is ever more ready 
to hear than we to pray; He is ever ready to re- 
ceive us, and willing to forgive us all our sins and 
thke us back again: His Son told us, so often and 
often, therefore we may be quite sure of it. 

And then as we still kneel at His feet, we take the 
oath of allegiance to our King. — ^We promise to serve 
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Him truly all the days of our life, — to give His laws 
and commandments and wishes the jirsi place in our 
minds, — ^to seek first His Kingdom by making the 
spread of its glory and power, its love and its righteous- 
ness, the jirst object of our lives — to seek first His 
righteousness by ever seeking first to do what is right. 

Does all this sound stern and strict, and seem to leave 
no room for our natural joys and pleasures ? 

But He does not say, ' Seek only the Kingdom of 
God,' but, ' Seek jirst the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness/ Give it always the jirst place, — and 
then as many other things as you like may come after; 
provided of course that they are not sinful. Nay, not 
only may you add them afterwards, but ' ihey shall be 
added unto you.' 

' All these things shall be added unto you/ True, 
but they may not be added immediately. 

Seeking boldly to do what is right often leads to the 
Cross. It did so in our Lord's case; but still the 
promise holds good. His own promise on God's behalf 
was fulfilled in Himself; all the things He loved and 
valued were added to Him afterwards. — The conscious- 
ness that thousands and thousands would forsake sin 
and love God because of His words and life. — The joy 
of being loved by millions of human beings throughout 
all ages. (For who of all who have lived on earth, has 
been, and is, so loved and honoured as Jesus Christ ?) 
— These were the things He valued, and ^ all these 
things were added unto Him.' 

And look at the generations of old. 
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Look at Joseph^ and his refusal to sin when tempted. 
^ How can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God V he said. — And what was the result ? 

He was thrown into prison. — ^Tes, for a few weeks, 
and then he came forth ; and honour and wealth and 
friends and all that this world could give was heaped 
upon him. He sought first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness; he would not break the laws of 
God^s kingdom ; he bravely stuck to what was right, 
and though he suflfered for a few weeks, 'all these 
things were added unto him* afterwards. 

Look at David. A strict determination to do what 
was right guided his life and actions when he was a 
young man. He would not kill Saul when he was in 
his power, because, said he, ' The Lord forbid that I 
should stretch forth my hand against the Lord's 
anointed.' He threw away his chance rather than do 
what was wrong. — And what was the result ? 

For years and years he lived the life of a despised 
fugitive ; an outcast of the people : but afterwards he 
became one of the greatest of the Kings of Israel, and 
was given all that the heart of man could desire. — ^ All 
these things were added unto him.' 

Think of Job also. How bravely he held on to what 
was right, and would not curse God for his sufferings 
and misfortunes. — What was the result ? 

Shame and poverty, misery and wretchedness for a 

tinaj&jj and in the end we read, ' The Lord gave Job 

ytj^rige as much as he had before / and all the things he 

hail lost, and double the things he had lost, were added 

nnto him. 

Daniel also boldly did what he knew to be right. He 
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went on worshipping God at the risk of his life. — And 
what was the result ? 

He was cast into the den of lions. — Bat God shat the 
mouths of the lions, and when Daniel was released next 
morning, he found himself surrounded by greater honour 
and blessing than ever. — 'AH these things were added 
unto him.' 

And, lastly, we notice Shadrach, Meshach and Abed- 
nego, who refused to bow down and worship the golden 
image which Nebuchadnezzar had set up. They refused 
to break the first law of the Kingdom of God. — And 
what was the result ? 

They were cast into the burning fiery furnace. — But 
again God delivered His servants, and brought them to 
great honour and prosperity. — 'All these things were 
added unto them.' 

These are some illustrations from the Bible History, 
but the history of the world down to the present day 
bears witness to the truth, that those who seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, though they may 
have to suflfer for righteousness sake for some time, yet 
in the end have all the things they want added unto them. 

But our Lord does not say, ' Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness because it is 
the best policy.' No, He puts life on a far higher and 
nobler level than that. He says, as it were, ' You 
need not be afraid of doing what is right, don't fliiuk 
that it will oblige you to lose all that makes life happv ; 
on the contrary. Seek first the Kingdom of God tod 
His righteousness, and you will find that all these things 
shall be added unto you.' 
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Do you ask, ' What things V 

Why, all you want ; health, pleasure, friends, money, 
— everything ; all these things shall be added unto 
you. — Not as a reward, but because your Heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things, 
and is glad to see you happy and prosperous, and will 
make all things work together for good to them that 
love Him. 

' Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you.' 

Let U8 pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy apon us. 

Lord God, who by Thy Son Jesus Christ, hast 
taught us to seek first Thy Kingdom and Thy righteous- 
ness ; Mercifully help us in our daily life to always seek 
first to do what is rights and patiently to wait until 
Thou seest fit to add unto us all those things that we 
long for. Grant this, Lord, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

Lord, we beseech Thee mercifully to receive the 
prayers of Thy people which call upon Thee; and 
grant that they may both perceive and know what 
things they ought to do, and also may have grace and 
power faithfully to fulfil the same: through Jesus 
Christ. <?Tir Lord. Amen. — {Colled for the 1st Sunday 
after tlie Epiphany.) 
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XXIII.— A SLEEPLESS NIGHT. 

{Front the 8ei*mon ^ A Sleepness Night/ in ^Earnest 
Words to Earnest Men/ by C. J. Vaughan, D.D., 
Master of the Temple.) 

... I purpose to speak to you on the simple thing, 
the common experience — the experience, at one time 
or another, of all of us — 
A Sleepless Night. 

1. A sleepless night has its miseries. 

The hours pass slowly, beyond all comparison with 
the day, to the man who cannot sleep. The striking 
of the clock, the ringing of the chimes, measuring his 
wretchedness, become themselves a mockery and a 
torture. Each moment he fancies himself on the very 
point of sleeping : but the half-hours, and the hours, 
and the watches themselves, find him still awake, still 
vainly wishing either for sleep or day. 

And if he be also a busy man, whose night does but 
divide two days of labour, how the thought of to- 
morrow's toil, to be aggravated by a throbbing brow and 
nerves tightened and tingling — more especially if there 
be something more than common in prospect for that 
morrow ... how does the anticipation increase the 
distress, and crowd into those few night-hours as much 
of discomfort and disease as this mortal life it CAJpa- 
bleof! 
.• • •* .•*.•« 

2. A sleepless night has its lessons. 



1 2 6 Short Addresses 

Whatever be its cause, it is one of God's monitors. 

It is a common saying, ^ We know not our blessings 
till we lose them/ It is so with health, it is so with 
eyesight, it is so with the kindness of friends, with the 
love of parents, with opportunities of education, too 
often with means of grace. It is so with the blessing 
of sleep. Qody the Psalmist says, giveth His beloved 
sleep : . . . the first lesson of a sleepless night is the 
recollection of God. It makes a man feel that he is 
not his own, either in the success of his toil or in the 
security of his resting. It makes him remember, the 
next evening, to acknowledge God ere he lays him 
down — to ask His blessing of sleep, and His grace also 
of a timely waking. 

And thus it may bring back a man's life into a 
connection, long lost, between itself and God. A man 
who has been made to feel that the night is God's can 
scarcely forget hereafter that the day is God's also. 
The evening prayer leads naturally to the morning 
thanksgiving. The man who has prayed for God's gift 
of slumber may remember, when he arises, to oflFer 
thanks and praise for it. And if he does that, he may 
go on, while he is upon his knees, to make mention of 
the day also — to ask help for its duties, to ask strength 
against its temptation — and so to place himself in the 
morning under God's protection. .... 

3. A sleepless night has its occupation. 

It was an old complaint of philosophers, that for half 
his life the wise man differed nothing from the fool — 
unless indeed, they added, there was perhaps some 
Uttle superiority even in his dreams. But, however this 
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may be at other times, certainly the sleepless nights of 
diflTerent men diflter widely. 

The sleepless night of the sinner is a restless tossing; 
a fretting of the self-will against that power (what- 
ever he calls it) which is thus proving itself his master 
— be it chance, nature, constitution. Providence, or 
what it may ; a feverish recounting to himself of all 
that he is thus losing or imperilling in the future ; a 
useless murmuring against this accident or that im- 
prudence by which he has incurred the inconvenience : 
it may be the passing in review of some old sin, the 
acting over again of some worldly vanity or youthful 
lust: — utter waste of time at the best of it — the idle 
imagination roving through fields of folly, and the 
weary ill-at-ease watcher just indolently wishing for the 
day. 

How diverse is the sleepless night of the Christian 
indeed ! How does he accept, as at God's hand, the 
little interruptions — for that is all that he counts it — 
of blessings life-long and absolutely innumerable ! 
And being sent, and sent he knows from whence, how 
patiently does he bear, how thoughtfully does he use it ! 
Having commended himself with a true heart, before 
he lay down, to the safe keeping of Him who neither 
slumbereth nor sleepeth, he knows that, if sleep comes 
not, he is still with Him. . . . Meanwhile he refreshes 
himself with words of prayer and adoration, learned (it 
may be) in days of childhood ; sweet hymns and verses 
of Scripture, which lift his thoughts upward, and 
connect a night of wakefulness with an eternity of 
praise. 
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Wake, and lift up thyself, my heart, 
And with the angels bear thy part, 
Who all night long unwearied sing 
High praise to the Eternal King. 

The time to sacred thought is dear, 
When Thou alone, good Lord, art near ; 
Hushed is the world^s external din. 
That we may hear Thy voice within. 

And how often has it happened that the fortunes of 
a young man have been definitely shaped and de- 
termined by so small a thing as this ! At a point in 
his life by no means apparently critical, he has happened 
to lie awake through a whole night — ^he knew not why 
nor wherefore: that unwonted, unexpected solitude 
has brought before him a long-cherished plan to be 
discarded, and a plan never before entertained to be 
pondered : before morning, resolution is fixed ; pre- 
liminary steps are that day taken : and a whole career 
of honour, blessing, and usefulness has been the result, 
under God, of the accident (as men speak) of a sleep- 
less night. 

And in those things which are of more value in 
God^s esteem even than distinguished careers — in the 
affairs of the soul and eternity — how often has a like 
cause led to momentous consequences ! Some grievous 
and long-forgotten omission of duty; some heinous 
impiety towards a father or mother \ some cruel neglect 
of a friend, or of one closer still than a friend; has 
been brought to remembrance in the dark and silent 
watches : memory and conscience have acted together 



for Family Prayers or Cottage Meetings. 129 

in the prosecution; and the sentence that night in- 
wardly pronounced, and the punishment that night 
inwardly executed, upon the transgressor, has wrought 
in him a repentence and a reformation never to be 
repented of. . . . (' And now let us commend ourselves 
to Him who is Lord both of night and day.' — Fidelis.) 

Let lis pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christy have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, Lord; 
and by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night ; for the love of Thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

{3rd Colled in the Evening Service.) 
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XXIV.— THE CHRIST CHILD. 

(For Christmas Day.) 

(From Sermon XVIIL in * Good News of Ood/ by 
Charles Kingsley, M.A., late Bector of Eversley 
and Ganon of Westminster.) 

*And she brought forth her first-bom Son, and wrapt him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger/ — Lukb ii. 7. 

Mother and child. — Think of it, my friends, on Christ- 
mas-day, What more beautiful sight is there in the 
world ? What more beautiful sight, and what more 
wonderful sight ? 

What more beautiful? That man must be very 
far from the Kingdom of God — ^he is not worthy to 
be called a man at all — ^whose heart has not been 
touched by the sight of his first child in its mother's 
bosom. 

The greatest painters who have ever lived have tried 
to paint the beauty of that simple thing — a mother 
with her babe : and have failed. One of them, Ra- 
faelle by name, to whom God gave the spirit of beauty 
in a measure in which He never gave it, perhaps, to 
any other man, tried again and again, for years, 
painting over and over that simple subject — the 
Mother and her Babe — and could not satisfy himself. 
Bach of his pictures is most beautiful — each in a dif- 
ferent way ; and yet none of them is perfect. There is 
more beauty in that simple every-day sight than he or 
any man could express by his pencil and his colours. 
And yet it is a sight which we see every day. 

And as for the wonder of that sight — the mystery of 
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it— I tell you this. That pliysicians, and the wise 
men who look into the laws of nature, of flesh and 
blood, say that the mystery is past their finding 
out ; that if they could find out the whole meaning, 
and the true meaning of those two words, mother and 
child, they would get the key to the deepest wonders 
of the world : but they cannot. 

And philosophers, who look into the laws of soul and 
spirit, say the same. The wiser men they are, the 
more they find in the soul of every new-born babe, and 
its kindred to its mother, wonders and puzzles past 
man^s understanding. 

And yet it is the most common, every-day sight. 
That only shows once more what I so often try to show 
you, that the most common, every-day things are the 
most wonderful. It shows us how we are to despise 
nothing which God has made; above all, to despise 
nothing which belongs to human nature, which is the 
likeness and image of God. 

Above all, upon this Christmas-day it is not merely 
ignorant and foolish, but quite sinful and heretical, to 
despise anything which belongs to human nature. For 
on this day God appeared in human nature, and in the 
first and lowest shape of it — in the form of a new-born 
babe, that by beginning at the beginning. He might 
end at the end ; and being made in all things like as 
His brethren, might perfectly and utterly take the 
manhood into God. 

This, then, we are to think of, at least on Christmas- 
day — God revealed, and shown to man, as a babe upon 
his mother's bosom. 
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Men had pictured God to themselves already in 
many shapes — some foolish, foul, brutal — God forgive 
them; — some noble and majestic. Sometimes they 
thought of Him as a mighty Law-giver, sitting npon 
His throne in the heavens, with solemn face and 
awful eyes, looking down upon all the earth. That 
fancy was not a false one. St. John saw the Lord so. 

' And in the midst of the seven candlesticks One 
like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down 
to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle. His head and His hair were white like wool, 
as white as snow ; and His eyes were as a flame of fire ; 
and His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in 
a furnace \ and His voice as the sound of many waters. 
And He had in His right hand seven stars ; and out of 
His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword ; and His 
countenance was as the sun shining in His strength.' 

Sometimes again they thought of Him as the terrible 
warrior, going forth to conquer and destroy all which 
opposed Him ; to kill wicked tyrants, and devils, and 
all who rebelled against Him, and who hurt human 
beings. 

And that was not a false fancy either. St. John saw 
the Lord so. 

'And I saw heaven opened, and beheld a white 
horse ; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True; and in righteousness He doth judge and 
make war. . . . And the armies which were in heaven 
followed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean. And out of His mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with it He should smite the nations ; and 
He shall rule them with a rod of iron ' 
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But all these were only, as it were, fancies about one 
side of God^s cliaracter, It was only in the Babe of 
Bethlehem that the whole of God's character shone 
forth, that men might not merely fear Him and bow 
before Him, but trust in Him and love Him, as One who 
could be touched with the feeling of their infirmities. 

It was on Christmas-day that God appeared among 
men as a child upon a mother's bosom. And why ? 
Surely for this reason, among a thousand more, that 
He might teach men to feel for Him and with Him, 
and to be sure that He felt for them and with them. 
To teach them to feel for Him and with Him, He took 
the shape of a little child, to draw out all their love, 
all their tenderuess, and, if I may so say,, all their 
pity. 

A God in need ! A God weak ! A God fed by 
mortal woman ! A God wrapt up in swaddling clothes, 
and laid in a manger ! — If that sight will not touch 
our hearts, what will ? 

And by that same sight He has taught men that He 
feels with them and for them. God has been through 
the pains of infancy. God ha3 hungered. Gt)d has wept. 
God has been ignorant. God has grown, and increased 
in stature and in wisdom, and in favour both with God 
and man. 

And why ? That He might take on Him our human 
nature. Not merely the nature of a great man, of a 
wise man, of a grown up man only : but all human 
nature, from the nature of the babe on its mother's 
bosom, to the nature of the full-grown and fuU-souled 
man, fighting with all His powers against the evil of 
the world. All this is His, and He is all; that no 



136 Short Addresses 

human being, from the strongest to the weakest, from 
the eldest to the youngest, but may be able to say, 
^ What I am, Christ has been.' .... 

Let U8 pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Almighty God, who hast given us Thy only-begotten 
Son, to take our nature upon Him, and as at this time 
to be born of a pure Virgin; Grant that we being 
regenerate, and made Thy children by adoption and 
grace, may daily be renewed by Thy Holy Spirit; 
through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the same Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 

{Collect for Christmas-day.) 
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XXV.— THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW. 

(for the last SUNDAY IN THE YEAR.) 

{By * FIDELIS/) 

* Fear thou not ; for I am with thee : be not dismayed ; for I am 
thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee.' — Isaiah 
xli. 10. 

We are passing through the last few days of the year. 
There is always something solemn, if not sad, about 
the last of anything — the last look, the last grasp, 
the last day — and we all feel this more or less with 
regard to the last days of the old year. 

In a few days this present year will have become a 
thing of the past ; it will have gone from us, gone 
beyond recall, gone for ever. 

Now, when a traveller is journeying through a 
mountainous country, he often stops for a few minutes 
on the summit of a hill and looks hack over the way he 
has come, ere he turns the corner which will shut it 
out from him for ever. — And, in like manner, let us 
pause for a little while and look back over the days 
and weeks and months of the past year. 

Do not some days rise up at once before our minds 
and seem to stand out vividly from all the rest ? — And 
alas ! are not some of them, hours and days we would 
gladly blot out of our memory; hours and days of 
which we are ashamed even to think ; of which the 
very recollection makes us stand humbly by the pub- 
lican^s side and cry, ' God be merciful to me a sinner.* 
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Some of us may look back and see starting oat with 
painful vividness hoars and days of sadness and sorrow ; 
sorrow which none bat God understood, sorrow which 
none but God ever knew the depth. 0, thank God, it 
is past, — ^past for ever now: come what may, that 
sorrow can never come again. 

And some perhaps look back and recall the long 
weary days and weeks of sickness : and the remem- 
brance of the aching pain and the miserable weak- 
ness seems to thrill through them afresh as they think 
of it even now. 

But these are only the dark days of the year ; there 
are many bright ones to look back to and to be thank- 
ful for. If we count our losses, let us also count our 
gains. — Can we not each of us remember many pleasant 
happy hours and days during the past year ? ' red-letter 
days ' as we often term them ; hours and days which 
even now kindle a glow of gladness in our hearts as 
we think of them. How they helped us through 
our work ! how they brightened the monotonous path- 
ways of every-day life ! — let us not forget to thank 
our Father for them. 

But they are gone — the bright days and the dark 
days : they are already ranked in the long list of the 
days that are past. 

' The year is gone beyond recall. 
With all its hopes and fears. 
With all its bright and gladdening smiles. 
With all its mourner^s tears.' 

God have mercy on its sins as He had compassion on 
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its sorrows. God be praised for all His mercies, and 
all His gifts and kindnesses and blessings. 

But strangely mingled with the half-sad feeling of 
looking back on the days that are past, comes the 
flush of looking forward to the New Year. 

After looking back over his past journey, how 
eagerly the traveller longs to gain the summit of the 
hill, so that he may look forward and see what lies 
before him. He presses onward — he reaches the 
summit — ^he looks beyond — and behold ! all the land 
through which he has to travel is covered with a thick 
mist ; — hills and valleys, roads and houses, all are hidden 
from his sight in the thick impenetrable mist. 

And it is the same with us. We can look back on 
the past year, but we can only guess what lies before 
us in the New Year which is so close at hand. 

Now should we not think the traveller very foolish if, 
because he could not see the land through which his 
journey lay, he frightened himself with thinking of all 
the dangers and troubles which might possibly befall 
him, and tortured himself with woudering how many 
dangers lay concealed under the mist ? 

And yet many look forward to the New Year with a 
sort of frightened dread, and make themselves perfectly 
miserable with gloomy forebodings of evil, which very 
likely will never come to pass. Is not this unreasonable, 
and morbid, and unchristian ? 

It is unreasonable ; for if we look back to this time 
twelve months ago, we see that many things we feared 
would happen this year, have never come to pass after all. 
How foolish we were then, to distress ourselves for 
nothing. 
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And it is morbid ; for if we look back on the past 
year we see that there were many bright happy times 
as well as sad ones ; many joys as well as sorrows ; and 
it is morbid to think on/i/ of the dark days which 
lie before us in the New Year. 

And lastly, it is unchristian to look forward to the 
future in a gloomy foreboding spirit ; for Christ teaches 
us to trust our Father's love, and to rest in Him in 
quietness and in confidence. In all probabiUty some 
suffering of some sort does lie before each one of us. 
It has been so this past year, and therefore we 
naturally expect that it will be the same in the New 
Year ; but if so, what then ? — As the day, so shall our 
strength be ; or to use a homely expression, ' God will 
fit the back to the burden.' What room is there then 
for/t'flrr in our hearts ? 

And besides, sorrow and sufiering is not the rule of 
life ; let us remember it again, there have been bright 
days as well as dark days in this last year; sunshine as 
well as shadow, and Christ tells us that our Father loves 
to see all His children happy. ^ He is kind, unto the 
unthankful and to the evil/ ' He maketh His sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good.' — 'He doth not 
willingly afflict the children of men.' If it be possible, 
then. He will make it a happy New Year to all. 

Yes, we do right to hope for the best. We do right 
to wish each other a Happy New Year, for God Him- 
self wishes it for us. 

It is this thought, this trust, this rest in God which 
makes us really happy in heart. It is this deep inward 
happiness which is the foundation-stone of all real 
pleasure. It has been said, and said truly, ' None bat 
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Christians can enjoy themselves with their whole 
heart ; none but Christians can really laugh, for they 
only are not afraid of the past or the future/ 

' Fear thou not ; for I am with thee : be not dis- 
mayed ; for I am thy God : I will strengthen thee : 
yea, I will help thee/ — Then let us go forward to the 
New Tear trusting in the love of God for help in our 
trials ; trusting in the love of God for strength to bear 
our sorrows and sufferings ; trusting in the love of 
God for all our real happiness. — And, on our part, let 
us go forward to the New Tear determined to seek first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness ; let us 
serve God in all our work ; and let us remember Him 
in all our pleasures, so that our amusement may never 
degenerate into sinful and shameful excesses. — And 
thus, with God^s blessing, this New Tear will prove a 
Happy New Tear to us all. 

Let us fray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, unto Thee all 
hearts be open, all desires known, and from Thee no 
secrets are hid. Thou knowest all the ^ins of thought, 
— word, — and deed, which we have committed this 
past year. Lord, have mercy upon us, and forgive us 
all our sins, negligences, and ignorancea. We have 
erred and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our 
own hearts,- We have offended against Thy holy laws. 
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Wo Imvo loft undone those things which we ought to 
havo iU>no ; and wo have done those things which we 
oupfht not to havo done; and there is no health in us. 
— liut Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
otVondoi^. Sjmn^ Thou them, God, which confess 
thoir fauUiii; n>storo Thou them that are penitent: 
aoooinlinpf \ks Thy promises declared unto mankind in 
CM\ri«t Josu our l^mi — And grant, most merciful 
Fathor, for His sake; that during the coming year, we 
nu\v livo a ^>dh% righteous, and sober life; to the 
^lory i>f Thy Holy Name. Amen. 

lA>rd» Thou kuowost our hearts. Thou knowest our 
Wi^^knoss. NVo Kn^k back and see that hitherto Thou 
\\\\A> holptnl \u^; givo us grace to look forward and 
tru»t tJio futurt^ with Thee, 

(iuido us, Thou Great Jehovah, 
IMgrinis thrvHigh this barren land ; 

Wo ari^ w^Hik, but Thou art. mighty, 
Ui^ld us with Thy powerful hand. 

W^o put mirsolvos into Thy hands, O Lord ; do Thou 
with us as sot^nioth best unto Thee. Let not our will, 
but Thiuo bo done, and help us always to trust Thee 
and to rest in Theo, in joy and in sorrow, in pleasure 
and in pain, in health and in sickness, in Ufe and in 
death ; that the peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing may keep our hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 

God, the protector of all that trust in Thee, with- 
out whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy; increase 
and multiply upon us Thy mercy ; that. Thou being our 
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ruler and guide, we may so pass through things tem- 
poral, that we finally lose not the things eternal : 
Grant this, Heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake 
our Lord. Amen. 

(Colled for the ith Sunday after Trinity, J 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom; who 
knowest our necessities before we ask, and our igno- 
rance in asking ; We beseech Thee to have compassion 
upon our infirmities ; and those things, which for our 
unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we 
cannot ask, vouchsafe to give us, for the worthiness of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

f Collect at the end of the Communion Service,) 
' Our Father, etc' 

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make 
His face to shine upon us and be gracious unto us. 
The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us 
and give us peace ; now and for ever. Amen. 
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XXVI.— THE CRUCIFIXION. 

(For Good Friday.) 

{From No. XVI. of 'Village Sermons' by Charles 
KiNGSLEY, M.A., late Rector of Ever si ey and Oanon 
of Westminster.) 

' He is broaght as a lamb to the slaughter/ — Isaiah liii. 7. 

On this day, my friends, was offered up upon the cross, 

the Lamb of God Oh, think of that strong 

and patient Lamb, who showed Himself perfect in forti- 
tude and nobleness, perfect in meekness and resigna- 
tion. Think of Him who, in His utter love to us, 
endured the cross, despising the shame. 

And what a cross ! Truly said the prophet, ' His 
visage was marred more than any man, and His form 
more than the sons of men : ' in hunger and thirst, in 
tears and sighs, bruised and bleeding. His forehead 
crowned with thorns. His side torn with scourges. His . 
hands and feet gored with nails. His limbs stretched 
from their sockets, naked upon the shameful cross, the 
Son of God hung, lingering slowly towards the last 
gasp, in the death of the felon and the slave ! The 
most shameful sight that this world ever saw, and yet 
the most glorious sight. The most shameful sight, at 
which the sun in heaven veiled his face, as if ashamed; 
and the skies grew black, as if to hide those bleeding 
limbs from the foul eyes of men : and yet the noblest 
sight, for in that death upon the cross shone out the 
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utter fulness of all holiness, the utter fulness of all 
fortitude, the utter fulness of that self-sacrificing love 
which had said, ' The Son of Man came to seek and to 
save that which was lost ;' the utter fulness of obedient 
patience, which could say, ' Father, not my will, but 
Thine be done;' the utter fulness of generous forgive- 
ness, which could pray, ' Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do; the utter fulness of noble 
fortitude and endurance, which could say at the very 
momenji when a fearful death stared Him in the face, 
' Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to the Father, 
and He will send me at once more than twelve armies 
of angels ? But how then would the Scriptures be 
fulfilled that thus it must be ? ' 

Oh, my friends, look to Him, the author and per- 
f ecter of all faith, all trust, all loyal daring for the sake 
of duty and of God ! Look at His patience. See how 
He endured the cross, despising the shame. See how 
He endured — ^how patience had her perfect work in 
Him — ^how in all things He was more than conqueror. 
What gentleness, what calmness, what silence, and in- 
finite depths of Divine love within Him ! A heart 
which neither shame, nor torture, nor insult, could stir 
from its God-like resolution. When, looking down 
from that cross. He beheld none almost but enemies, 
heard no word but mockery ; when those who passed 
by reviled Him, wagging their heads and saying, ^ He 
saved others. Himself He cannot save;' His only 
answer was a prayer of forgiveness for that besotted 
mob, who were yelling beneath Him like hounds about 
their game. Consider fltm, and then consider ourselves, 
ruffled and put out of temper by the slightest cross or 

L 
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accident, the slightest harsh word, too often by the 
slightest pain— not to mention insults, for we pride 
ourselves in not bearing them. Try, my friends, if you 
can, even in the dimmest way, to fancy yourselves for one 
instant in His place. — Fancy yourselves hanging on 
that cross — fancy that mocking mob below — fancy — 
but I dare not go on with the picture. Only think — 
think what would have been your temper there, and 
then you may get some slight notion of the boundless 
love and the boundless endurance of the Saviour whom 
we love so little, for whose sake most of us will not 
endure the trouble of giving up a single sin. 

And then consider that it was all of His own free 
will ; that at any moment, while He was hanging upon 
the cross. He might have called to earth and sun, to 
heaven and hell, ^ Stop ! thus far, but no further,' and 
they would have obeyed Him ; and all that cross, and 
agony, and the fierce faces of those furious Jews, would 
have vanished away like a hideous dream when one 
awakes. For they lied in their mockery. Any moment 
He might have been free, triumphant again in His 
eternal bliss, but He would not. He Himself kept 
Himself on that cross till His father^s will was fulfilled, 
and the sacrifice was finished, and we were saved. 

And then, at last, when there was no more human 
nobleness, no more agony left for Him to fulfil, no gem 
in the crown of holiness which He had not won as His 
own ; no drop in the cup of misery which He had not 
drained as His own ; when at last He was made perfect 
through suffering, and His strength had been made 
perfect in weakness, then He bowed that bleeding, 
thorn-crowned head, and said, ^ It is finished. Father, 
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into Thy hands I commend my spirit/ And so He 
died. 

How can onr poor words, our poor deeds, thank 
Him ? How mean and paltry onr deepest gratitnde, 
our highest loyalty, when compared with Him to whom 
it is due. . . . Oh, Thou blessed Jesus ! . . . Thou 
hast sacrificed Thyself for us ; oh, give us the hearts 
to sacrifice ourselves for Thee ! Thou art the Vine, 
we are the branches. Let Thy priceless blood, shed for 
us on this day, flow like life-giving sap through all our 
hearts and minds, and fill us with Thy righteousness, 
that we may be sacrifices fit for Thee. Stir us up to 
oflFer to Thee, Lord, our bodies, our souls, our spirits, 
in all we love and all we learn, in all we plan and all we 
do, to offer our labours, our pleasures, our sorrows, to 
Thee; to work for Thy Kingdom through them, — to 
live as those who are not their own, but bought with 
Thy blood 

liei us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of Thy tender 
love towards mankind, hast sent Thy Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, to take upon Him our flesh, and to suflFer 
death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow 
the example of His great humility ; Mercifully grant, 
that we may both follow the example of His patience, 
and also be made partakers of His resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

[Collect for the Sunday next before Easter.) 

L 2 
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Or this. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who in Thy great love towards 
us and towards all men, didst lay down Thy life for us 
upon the cross ; give us grace, that we may truly give 
ourselves up unto Thee ; and may love Thee not only 
in word and in tongue, but in deed and in truth, by 
keeping Thy. commandments, and following in Thy 
footsteps, and serving Thee truly all the days of our 
life. Hear us and help us, Lord Jesus, for Thy 
mercy's sake. Amen. 
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XXVII.— EASTER-DAY. 

{By ' FiDELis/) 

. . . Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping : and as she 
wept, she stooped down and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two 
angels in white, sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the 
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, 
* Woman, why weepest thou ? * She saith unto them, * Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
Him.* — John xx. 11-13. 

To US Easter- day is the brightest day of the Christian 
year. On Easter- day we commemorate our Lord^s 
triumph over death ; and we rejoice, for we know« that 
His resurrection foreshadows our own ; we rejoice, for 
we know that because He lives we shall live also. 

But it was very different on the first Easter-day. — 
Sadly, very sadly and hopelessly did the disciples awake 
that morning, for only two days ago they had seen their 
much loved Lord falsely accused, unfairly judged, and 
unjustly condemned. How their hearts had sunk 
within them as they heard the multitude clamouring 
for His death, and heard the Governor at last give the 
order for Him to to be scourged and then crucified ! 
They were helpless : they could do nothing, absolutely 
nothing but just stand afar off and see their Lord Jesus 
Christ slowly die before their eyes on the Cross. And 
with Him died all their hopes, all their joy, all that 
made life worth living. — A few hours later and then 
every thing they cared for, lay buried in the rocky grave 
where they laid Him that first sad Good Friday even- 
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ing. — And then they rested on the Sabbath-day, accord- 
ing to the commandment. 

But now the Sabbath is over ; to-day He is to be 
embahned, and very early in the morning Mary Mag- 
dalene rises and comes to the grave, to think over the 
happy past, and to mourn that it is indeed past for 
ever now. — But she finds the grave empty : the body 
is no longer there ! Half-terrified with surprise, she 
goes quickly to tell the rest of the disciples, and they 
come immediately to ascertain the truth. Alas ! it is 
only too true : the body is gone ; and they turn away 
and go home, sadder than ever. But Mary cannot 
go home : the first excitement of the surprise is 
over, and her heart fills with grief to think that even 
this last sad satisfaction of seeing her Lord's face once 
more is denied her. She cannot bear to go home yet, 
and she lingers near the spot to recall and mourn over 
the past. — There, on that hill close by. He was cruci- 
fied. Here, in this cave, she saw him laid, and now He 
is gone, and she will never see Him again. No wonder 
that she stands by the sepulchre iveeping. She stoops 
down to look in once more and sees two angels, and 
before she has time for thought or speech, they say 
unto her, ' Woman, why weepest thou V 

Why ? — the tears rise afresh to her eyes as she 
answers sadly, ^ Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.' They 
accused Him. They crucified Him : she saw Him die 
before her eyes, and now they have taken Him away 
fi:om her altogether. ' They have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid Him.' Surely 
she had reason enough to weep ! — We know the rest ; 
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we know how she turned round and saw some one stand- 
ing beside her, and that her eyes were so blinded with 
tears that she could not see who it was, but as soon as 
He called her by her name, she knew that it was Jesus. 
the unutterable joy of that moment, as she turned 
and fell at His feet with that one cry, so full of intense 
feeling, ^ Rabboni 1' — ^ My Lord !' 

We say rightly that Easter is to most of us a joyful 
time : but it may not be so to all, for let U9 not hide 
from ourselves the fact that in this nineteenth century, 
many true disciples of Jesus Christ have to stand 
afar oflF and see their Lord falsely accused by various 
writers and teachers; false science brought up to 
witness against Him; unjust literary criticism and 
judgment passed on the accounts of His life, until, as 
it were, Jesus Christ is put to death before their eyes. 
— He dies before them, and like the disciples, with Him 
all their hopes, all their joy, all that made life worth 
living dies also. the terrible darkness of those 
hours ! the heart agony of burying in a rocky 
grave all their past joy and hope ! the dreariness of 
the future ! Sadly the days pass by, and sadly too 
the poor bereft soul lingers like iEary by the grave, 
thinking over the past and weeping over the present. 

And does any one ask of such, ' Why weepest thou V 
— ' why do you look so unhappy, so joyless V What 
would be the answer if it were confessed? — ^ Beccuuse 
they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid Him !' 

Only those who have passed through it, know what 
it is to have their belief in Jesus Christ taken away — 
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to see Him crucified, dead, and buried;— they only 
know the despair and bitterness of it. 

But if there is Good Friday, there is Easter, and to 
them also, if they are true souls (that is, if they will 
seek honestly and thoroughly to know the truth), there 
will come a time when, like Mary, they shall again see 
their Lord standing alive before them, risen from the 
dead and alive for evermore. — the joy of seeing Him 
again ! joy so great that, like Mary, they will not be able 
to find words to express it, and can only fall at His 
feet and cry, ' My Lord P — Yes, if they are true and 
honest, the day or the year which began so darkly, so 
sadly, and so hopelessly, will end in a glorious Easter- 
day, as Jesus Christ appears unexpectedly before them, 
risen again from the dead. 

We read that even when they saw Him, the disciples 
hardly believed for joy at first. It seemed too good to 
be true, and so Jesus gave them proofs of the reality 
of His resurrection by showing them the prints of the 
nails on His hands and His feet, and letting them 
handle Him, and eating before them. Then they were 
satisfied, thoroughly satisfied, doubly more sure of Him 
than they had ever been before, doubly happy ever 
after. 

And so it is with hundreds of those in these days, 
before whom Christ has been put to death through 
the agency of false witnesses and fanatical sceptics. — 
He rises again from the dead, and they feel doubly 
satisfied, doubly sure of Him, doubly happy in Him 
ever after. And if they are true disciples, and worthy 
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of their Master, they will do as the first disciples did, 
and go forth to tell the glad tidings to every creature, 
and to live all the rest of their lives, stedfast in faith, 
and rejoicing in the Lord. 

liei us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank Thee, we praise Thee, 
we bless Thee this day. — We thank Thee that Thou 
didst humble Thyself to die on the Cross for us sinners 
and for our salvation; and we praise Thee for Thy 
glorious Resurrection, whereby Thou didst overcome 
death and open unto us the gate of everlasting life. 
Lord, give us grace to show forth Thy praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our lives, that we may be true 
disciples, and so follow Thee here that we may follow 
Thee hereafter and live with Thee for ever. 

And now, Lord Jesus, we commend unto Thee all 
those who know Thee not. show Thyself, manifest 
Thyself unto them : so that their sorrow may be turned 
into joy and their mourning into gladness, as they see 
Thee risen again from the dead and alive for evermore. 
— Oh, by Thy Cross and Passion, and by Thy. glorious 
Resurrection, Good Lord, deliver them and us ! Amen. 
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XXVIII.— THE ASCENSION. 

(for ASCENSION-DAY OR THE SUNDAY AFTER.*) 

{By ' PiDBLIS.') 

' He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.^ We say those 
words, we state our belief in that fact, every time we 
repeat the Creed. Have we ever gone back in thought 
to the event itself? If not, let us do so to-night. 
Though 1800 years and more have passed since then, 
we may still watch the ascension of Jesus Christ from 
afar off. 

See, a little company of people is just coming out of 
a house in Jerusalem : — it is Jesus Christ and His 
disciples. We recognise Him at once, for though in 
many ways He is like any other man in appearance, 
still there is something different about Him ; something 
which places Him on a different level from all other 
human beings we ever saw. He walks on a little in 
front of the rest, just as He used to do before His 
crucifixion and resurrection ; He walks on, looking so 
holy, so good, so kind, so gentle, that as He passes we 
feel inclined to run forward and fall at His feet And 
worship Him. 

Let us go with the disciples, let us follow Him with 
them.— -He leads the way down the streets of Jerusa- 
lem and through the gates of the city, across the little 
river Kedron and up the Mount of Olives. On and on 

* This Address is suitable for ordinary reading also. 
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He goes, and as they follow Him the disciples distuss 
His answer to the question they had asked Him when 
they were all assembled in the house. 

What had they asked Him ? — They had asked Him 
whether He would at this time restore again the King- 
dom to Israel. — And what had He answered ? — He said 
that it w^^s not for them to know the times or the 
seasons which the Father had put in His own power ; 
but that they should receive power when the Holy 
Ghost came upon them. — What did He mean by that ? 
'Ye shall receive power/ What power? power to 
overcome the Romans and free the country from a 
foreign yoke ? — No, the disciples agree, it could not be 
that, for He spoke of the Koly Ghost coming upon them 
to give them power. It must be a spiritual power then, 
and not an earthly one. But what was this power for ? 
what were they to do ? Stay, did He not say, * Ye 
shall be witnesses unto Me in Jerusalem and in Judea, 
in Samaria too, yea, and even to the uttermost parts of 
the earth? Then was His Kingdom to be — was it 
possible that He could mean that He was to be King, 
not only of the Jews but of all mankind ? that His 
Kingdom was not to be confined to Israel, but was to 
extend over the whole world? what a wonderful 
thought ! Did He really mean that ? — And so the 
disciples go on talking together as they follow Him. 

But now Jesus stops. — Why, they are quite close to 
Bethany ! The time has passed so quickly, that they 
have walked nearly two miles from Jerusalem without 
noticing it. He has stopped on the crest of a little 
hill near Bethany, and the disciples gather round Him, 
for He seems about to speak. — how divine He looks 
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as He stands there in the beanty of holiness — serene 
and peaceful, and full of joy and gladness. A strange 
light seems to shine in His eyes, and involuntarily 
some of the disciples kneel down and bow their ffujes to 
the ground before Him and worship Him. — And He 
stands there in the midst and looks round on them all. 

0, is He going to leave them ! Often since His 
resurrection He has suddenly appeared amongst them, 
and as suddenly gone from them, but something tells 
them that this is the last time; — the last time they 
shall see Him on earth ; — the last time they shall hear 
His voice. 0, why need He go away and leave them ! 
And yet His words flash through our minds, and they 
cannot but acknowledge their justice, ^ Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into 
His glory ?' He is going to enter into that glory now; 
— well, it is time ; He has suffered enough on earth ; it 
is time He should enter into His glory now. 

But the solemn silence of the last few minutes is 
broken ; — the time has come to bid farewell : — ^and 
listen — 

He says, ^ All power is given unto Me in Heaven and 
in earth. Go ye therefore and make Christians of all 
nations ; baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost : teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. 
— And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.^ 

And He lifts His hands to bless them. — They see 
the print of the nails — the everlasting marks of His 
love for them —in those sacred hands, as they fall down 
to receive His blessing. But even as He blesses them. 
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He rises from the ground ! Yes, before their eyes He 
rises up and up, up into the sky ! — ^And yet He is not 
looking up into heaven j no. He is still looking at them; 
His hands are still spread in the act of blessing. — 
how good He is ! still thinking of us ; still caring for 
this poor world. Even as He enters into His glory. He 
looks down in love and blesses us ! 

Up and up still He goes, and the disciples watch 
Him, and watch Him, until at last a cloud hides Him 
from their sight. J?e is gone, — and yet they still 
continue gazing up after Him, for their thoughts follow 
Him, and they see Him, in their mind^s eye, entering 
into His glory, ascending into Heaven, They seem to 
see the angels coming to meet Him, conaing to welcome 
Him to His Kingdom; and they seem to hear their 
joyful songs of praise as they sing, ^ Lift up your heads, 
ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and 
the King of Glory shall come in.^ — 'Who is the King of 
Glory V sing some in return. — ' It is the Lord strong 
and mighty,^ they answer, ' even the Lord mighty in 
battle. Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift 
up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall 
come in.^— ' Who is the King of Glory V — ' Even the 
Lord of Hosts : He is the King of Glory : Alleluia, 
Alleluia, He is the King of Glory !^ — And so the 
angels pass away, and Jesus Christ, with all the marks 
of the Cross still on Him, enters into His glory, to 
reign for ever and ever at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 

But look ! — who are the two angels standing near 
the disciples ? — ' Ye men of Galilee,^ they say, ' why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven ? This same Jesus, 
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whicli is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven/ — 
And thus saying, they vanish from their sight. 

Oh, has it not been a glorious time ! a wonderful, 
wonderful sight ?— But what shall the disciples do now! 
What did Jesus Christ tell them to do ? — He told them 
to wait in Jerusalem until they were endued with 
power from on high, and then to go forth and Uve as 
witnesses unto Him : to go forth and make Christians 
of all nations. — Did not the angels say, and did not He 
Himself often say that He would come again ? If so, 
when He comes. He will expect to find His commands 
obeyed and the work done. 

then let us joyfully try to do His work and to wit- 
ness unto Him, each in our own position, by living as 
the disciples of Jesus Christ should live. Let us try 
and follow Him on earth so that we may follow Him to 
heaven, whither our Saviour Christ is gone before. — 
What has He gone to do ? — ^I go/ He said, ' to pre- 
pare a place for you; that where I am, there ye may 
be also.^ 

Let U8 pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

And let our cry come unto Thee. 

God . . who hast exalted Thine only Son Jesus 
Christ with great triumph unto Thy Kingdom in 
heaven ; we beseech Thee, leave us not comfortless ; 
but send to us Thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and 
exalt us unto the same place whither our Saviour 
Christ is gone before. 

And grant . . that like as we do believe Thy only- 
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begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended 
into the heavens ; so we may also in heart and mind 
ascend, and with Him continually dwell, who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end. Amen. — (From the Collects for 
Ascension-day and the Sunday after J 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good 
will towards men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we 
worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee 
for Thy great glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, God 
the Father Almighty. 

Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ ; Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father., that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand 
of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy ; Thou only art the Lord ; 
Thou only, Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most 
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

(From, the Communion Service,) 
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XXIX.— THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 
(For Whit-Sunday.*) 

(5i/ ' FlDELIS.^) 

What a wonderful thing wind is ! Did you ever 
think how wonderful it is ? — ^What is it; where does it 
come from ? No man knows, no, not even the men of 
science who search into the secrets of nature : they 
cannot tell whence it cometh, nor can they tell whither 
it goeth ; it baffles all their inquiries. True, they can 
tell you this much, that it is caused by the currents of 
hot and cold air which are continually changing on the 
face of the earth; but what gives it its wonderful 
mighty strength, ilmj know not. It is a mystery past 
their finding out. Its nature and its laws are known 
only to God. 

Think of it ! You have never seen wind, and yet 
you have felt it. Have you not often felt its wild 
power and strength as you battled against it on a 
windy day ? If you have ever tried to shut a door in 
the face of a strong wind, you will know at once what 
I mean. — But as you used all your force to shut the 
door, did it ever strike you how curious it was for you 
to be struggling against an unseen adversary ? Un- 
seen, and yet felt : unseen, and yet tliere before you ; 
therey mocking at your puny strength and your feeble 
efforts as it drove back the door again and again upon 
you. 

* This Address is suitable for ordinary reading also. 
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Oh, the power of wind is indeed a wonderful^ awful 
power ! Call to mind the greatest storm you have ever 
witnessed : — did it not strike awe into your soul as 
you watched it sweeping past, glorying in its strength, 
and causing the tall trees to bow down before it ? 
What divine majesty there is in a great storm ; how it 
teaches us our weakness ! We can do nothing; we are 
helpless, absolutely helpless : we can but look on at it, 
and its power seems to us to be almighty, as the powers 
of God. 

But if a storm on land is awe-inspiring, a storm at 
sea is doubly so. There you feel that the Unseen 
Spirit of the Storm indeed reigns supreme. The wind 
only a short time ago was sighing round the masts of the 
ship, now its voice has risen to a wild deafening roar : 
the waves only a few hours ago were gently heaving 
up and down, now they are surging over the deck of 
the vessel, throwing every thing into confusion. And 
just far enough off to fill the hearts of all with the 
numb unspeakable horror of the possibility of ship- 
wreck, the loud boom of the waves is heard as they 
thunder against the rocks on the shore. No wonder 
that they who have seen it, say that a storm at sea is 
the most awful and the most solemn sight that can be 
witnessed ! — ^And what is the cause of it all ? Wind : 
the same wind that blows ffo gently and refreshingly 
on the summer evenings. 

Yes, in our admiration of the mighty strength of 
wind, we must not forget that it has other qualities. 
Remember how thankful you have often felt for the 
gentle cooling breeze that fanned your cheek as you sat 
down or rested after the burden and heat of the day. 

1(L 
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how pleasant it was, that summer evening when the 
day^s work was done, to sit out of doors or to lie on the 
soft grass and watch the sunset. It had been very hot ; 
there, had not been a breath of air during the whole 
day, but when the evening breeze sprang up, how 
gladly it was welcomed I How it revived you ; how it 
freshened you and gave you new life, yes, how grateful 
you felt to the wind then ! 

But besides being mighty in its strength, and refresh- 
ing in its gentleness, wind is also health-giving, life- 
giving. — ^What should we do without wind ? why, the 
atmosphere would stagnate, all the bad air would 
never get blown away, fever would never leave our 
towns, smoke would hang over our large cities until 
the inhabitants were well-nigh suffocated. But now, 
thanks to the wind, the foul air and the black smoke 
are carried far away over the land, over the sea, over 
the mountains and deserts of the world, until all its 
taint is lost and it is restored to its purity. — Wind 
therefore is health-giving and life-sustaining. 

But what has all this about the wind got to do with 
religion ? — Just this ; that our Lord Jesus Christ 
likened the Spirit of God to the wind, saying, ^ The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth : so is every one that is bom of 
the Spirit.^ 

The force of the comparison strikes us at once. We 
can no more tell what the Spirit of God is, than we 
can tell what the wind is. We have never seen it, and 
yet we have felt it, just as we have never seen the wind 
and yet have felt it. We are sure it exists, for we have 
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felt its power and seen its effects, just as we have felt 
the wind^s power and seen its effects on the world. 
Power ! has not the Spirit of God caused storms to sweep 
over the world from time to time just as in nature the 
wind causes storms to arise? The Spirit of God stirred 
the hearts of a few Christians who were gathered together 
in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, some eighteen 
hundred years ago : and from that house, where they 
were gathered together, there went forth, conquering 
and to conquer, a great power like unto a storm. — Over 
and over again in history we read of such storms 
sweeping over a country and purifying it. The Re- 
formation, for instance, passed like a great storm over 
Europe. First, Luther in Germany; later on, John 
Knox in Scotland ; later still, Whitfield and Wesley in 
England : all these in their own time raised the first 
breath of a mighty storm j — the Spirit of God stirred 
their hearts within them, and they could not but obey 
its impulse. 

And not only in religion, but in other things also, 
have great storms arisen and swept away evil before 
them, for all that is good is of God, and is done by the 
power of the Spirit of God. Liberty, justice, freedom 
of the oppressed, social reform of all sorts ; have not 
the agitations for these swept like storms over the land 
from time to time ? 

The power is of God, for man can no more control 
it than he can control the wind. Just as the wind 
bloweth where it listeth, so the Spirit of God moves 
the hearts of men and of nations when and how it 
wills. Man cannot tell whence the religious move- 
ment, or the political agitation, or the social refor- 

u 2 



1 64 SJwrt Addresses 

mation has come, and whither it will go. Ooi only 
knows. Man cannot stir the power, nor can he check 
it ; it is beyond him, even as the power of the wind is 
beyond him. 

But like the wind, the Spirit of God is not only 
strong and mighty, but also gentle and soothing — 
soothing as the evening breeze in summer. Yes, the 
Spirit of God strengthens us and gives us power at 
times, and it soothes and refreshes us at others. Does 
not a bright or peaceful thought rising unbidden in 
our minds, soothe and refresh our weary fevered hearts 
just as the cool air does our heated brow ? Again, it 
is the Spirit of God. 

' ^Tis His that gentle voice we hear. 
Soft as the breath of even. 
That checks each thought, that calms each fear, 
And speaks of Heaven/ 

may this life-giving, purifying, mighty and holy 
Spirit breathe on us all, that we may be filled with the 
Spirit of God ! 

' Spirit of purity and grace, 
Our weakness, pitying see : 
make our hearts Thy dwelling place. 
And worthier Thee.^ 

Jjei us pray, 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

And let our cry come unto Thee. 

God, forasmuch as without Thee we are notable to 
please Thee ; Mercifully grant that Thy Holy Spirit 
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may in all things direct and rule our hearts ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, our Father in Heaven, who hast 
promised to give Thy Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Thee ; grant, we beseech Thee, that by Thy Holy in- 
spiration we may have grace to please Thee, and 
power to serve Thee, all the days of our life ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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XXX.— GOD. 

(Fob Tbinitt Sunday.*) 
(By^FiDBUs/) 

* The Lord, the Lord God.* ... * Our Father.'— Exodus xxxiv. 6 
and Matt* vi. 9. 

QoD. — Infinite, Almighty, Ood, — How can such a sub- 
ject be duly considered in a short address ! God, the 
great Lord God Almighty ; is not the greatness of the 
subject almost overwhelming to our minds as we think 
of it? 

Yes, but what shall we do?* (Shall we resolve to 
ignore it, and say because we cannot understand God 
we will therefore not think about Him ? No, for have 
we not by common consent set this day. Trinity Sunday, 
especially apart for thinking about God ? — ^What shall 
we do then?) Shall we try to bring the subject down 
to our level so that we may understand it ? No, for 
this would give us utterly false ideas of God. We 
should then only succeed in creating God in the image 
of man and in fashioning Him after our own likeness. 
—Shall we try to raise ourselves up to the height of 
the subject ? No again, for God tells us through His 
Works as well as through His Word, that He is infinite. 
We have only, to look up into the sky and try to 
number the stars, we have only to look down on the 
ground and try to count the grains of the dust, to see 

* If the bracketed sentence be omitted, this Address will be found 
suitable for ordinary reading. 
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with our eyes and know with our minds and feel with 
our hearts that God, the Creator of all these things, 
the Maker and Ruler of heaven and earth is infinite : — 
and how shall we try to grasp the infinite ? If we 
cannot number the stars or count the grains of dust, 
much less can we understand the Almighty Being who 
created them. 

St. Augustine, who lived in the fourth century after 
Christ, and who wrote the ' Te Deum ' which we sing 
every Sunday in church, tells us that while he was 
engaged in composing his Discourse on the Trinity, he 
saw the following vision. — He was pacing up and 
down on the sea-shore meditating on the mystery of 
God, when he observed a little child busily engaged in 
carrying water from the sea in a small bucket and 
pouring it into a little hole which he had dug in the 
sand. St. Augustine passed on and continued his 
meditations, pacing up and down as before close to 
where the child was working. At last he stopped and 
said, 'My child, what doest thou?' And the child 
answered, ' I am trying to pour the sea into this hole.' 
' But, my child,' he answered, ' thou labourest in vain, 
for it is impossible J ' Not more impossible,' replied 
the child, ' than for thee, Augustine, to understand 
the mystery of the Infinite God.' — And so saying, the 
child vanished from his sight. 

Such was the vision of St. Augustine, but St. Au- 
gustine is not the only man who has tried to realize 
what God is, and who has failed — as all must fail. 

David tried to search out the matter, but he gave it 
up and confessed that it was beyond him. He saw how 
great and wonderful God was ; altogether too great and 
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too wonderful for him or any mortal man to think of or 
to understand. What did he do ? He bowed down 
his head and simply worshipped God, saying, ' Such 
knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me; I 
cannot attain unto it/ And another time he said, ' I 
do not exercise myself in great matters which are too 
high for me ; but I refrain my soul and keep it low, 
.... my soul is even as a weaned child/ Yes, David, 
the great King of Israel and the man after God's own 
heart, came down and meekly and humbly took his 
place with little children when he thought about God. 

Job also tried to understand God and to search out 
His ways : but God answered Job out of the whirlwind, 
^ Where wast thou when I laid the foundation of the 
earth? declare if thou hast understanding. . . . Where- 
upon are the foundations thereof fastened ? . . . shall 
he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct Him?' 
Then Job (we read) answered the Lord and said, 
^Behold, I am vile, what shall I answer Thee ? I will 
lay my hand upon my mouth ... I uttered what I 
understood not, things too wonderful for me, which I 
knew not.' — He sees it at last, sees that it is no use for 
man's nature to try and understand God's nature — no 
use for man's brain to try and fathom the mind of God. 
And so he lays his hand on his mouth and worships 
God — simply worships Him as little children worship 
Him. 

As children worship Him. — Our Lord tells us, 'Except 
ye become as little children ye cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven,' ye cannot even enter the borders of religion. 
— Now what are children's ideas of God ? They are 
quaint perhaps, often very quaint, but from what our 
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Lord Jesus Christ tells us, and from David^s experience, 
and Job's experience, they are with all their faults far, 
far truer ideas of God than the dogmatic Creeds and 
Articles of grown up and clever men ! — far truer because 
far simpler and deeper and nobler. Think of the words 
in which such men as David and Isaiah and St. John 
express their thoughts of God, and you will see that 
the children's vague but large ideas are nearer the 
truth than our hard and fast dogmas. — Did not the 
child who stood in the middle of a field, looking up 
into the sky and listening with a countenance of in- 
tense expectation ' to hear God's tramp on that high 
blue floor, ' realize more of the greatness and nearness 
of God than many who know the Creed of St. Athana- 
sius by heart ? 

Yes, children realize the greatness of God and yet 
love Him as a Father, and this is what Jesus Christ 
would have us do. The Light of the world has not 
gone away and left us in the dark ; He has told us all 
that we are capable of understanding about God, that 
the great Lord God Almighty is ' our Father/ and that 
He looks upon us all as His children and loves us every 
one. More than this He did not tell us, for we could 
not have understood it. And so for all the rest, for 
the greatness and wisdom and power and might and 
majesty and dominion of God, we must be content to 
kneel down with the little children and worship God as 
children worship Him — yes, and as the angels in heaven 
worship Him ! For what do the angels do but simply 
bow down before Him saying, ' Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty.' — Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
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magnify Thy glorious Name ; evermore praising Thee, 
and saying. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory : Glory be to 
Thee, Lord most High. Amen. 

liei U9 pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

O Lord God Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
King of kings and Lord of lords, and yet our Fath&r 
which art in Heaven j Look down upon us. Thy children, 
and give us grace, as we kneel before Thee now, to 
worship Thee in spirit and in truth. — We praise Thee, 
God, we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. All the 
earth doth worship Thee, the Father everlasting. We 
bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give 
thanks to Thee for Thy great glory, Lord God, 
Heavenly King, God the Father Almighty ; evermore 
praising Thee and saying. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
of hosts, heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. Glory 
be to Thee, Lord most High. — Who shall not praise 
Thee, God, and who shall not love Thee ? for Thou 
art good as Thou art great, and ' as Thy majesty is so is 
Thy mercy.' help us to worship Thee, and help us 
to love Thee ; and above all things, help us to please 
Thee. — Hear, us, Lord God, and accept oar praise 
and our prayer, through Jesus Christ Thy Son, our 
Lord. Amen. 



PRAYERS. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO THE PRAYERS AT THE END OF 

EACH ADDRESS. 
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PRAYERS FROM THE PRAYER-BOOK. 

Supplementary to the prayers at theendof each Address. 

I. 

Almighty and most merciful Father ; We have erred, 
and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against Thy holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to 
have done ; And we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done ; And there is no health in us. 
But Thou, Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
offenders. Spare Thou them, O God, which confess 
their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; 
According to Thy promises declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, most merciful 
Father, for His sake; That we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of Thy 
holy Name. Amen. — General Confession in the Daily 
Service, 

Lord, we beseech Thee, mercifully hear our prayers, 
and spare all those who confess their sins unto Thee ; 
that they, whose consciences by sin are accused, by 
Thy merciful pardon may be absolved ; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. — Prayer in the Gommination Service. 

Or this, 
(0 Lord, we beseech Thee, absolve thy people from 
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their oflTences; that through Thy bountiful goodness 
we may all be delivered from the bands of those sins, 
which by our frailty we have committed : Grant this, 
Heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ^s sake, our Blessed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. — Collect for the 24ith Sunday 
after Trinity. 

Our Father which art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy 
Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses. As we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation ; But deliver us from evil : For Thine is 
the Kingdom, the power, and the glory. For ever and 
ever. Amen. 

One or two of the following Collects. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, merciful Lord, to Thy faith- 
ful people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed 
from all their sins, and serve Thee with a quiet mind ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — Collect for the 
21 st Sunday after Trinity. 

God, forasmuch as without Thee we are not able 
to please Thee : Mercifully grant, that Thy Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our hearts ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — Collect for the 18th 
Sunday after Trinity. 

Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly 
wills and affections of sinful men; Grant unto Thy 
people, that they may love the thing which Thou com- 
mandest, and desire that which Thou dost promise; 
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that 60^ among the sundry and manifold changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed^ where 
true joys are to be found ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. — Collect for the 4th Sunday after Easter. 

Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace to 
withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow 
Thee the only God ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. — Collect for the \Qth Sunday after Trinity. 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of 
ourselves to help ourselves ; keep us both outwardly in 
our bodies, and inwardly in our souls ; that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — 
Collect for the 2nd Sunday in Lent. 

O God, the strength of them that put their trust in 
Thee, mercifully accept our prayers; and because 
through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do 
no good thing without Thee, grant us the help of Thy 
grace, that in keeping of Thy commandments we may 
please Thee, both in will and deed ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. — Collect for the \st Sunday after 
Trinity. 

God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels 
and all just works do proceed ; Give unto Thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give ; that both our 
hearts may be set to obey Thy commandments, and 
also that by Thee we being defended from the fear of 
our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness ; 
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through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
— 2nd Collect at Evening Prayer. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, Lord ; 
and by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night ; for the love of Thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. — 3rd Collect at 
Evening Prayer. 

Almighty Grod, Father of all mercies, we Thine un- 
worthy servants do give Thee most humble and hearty 
thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us 
and to all men. We bless Thee for our creation, pre- 
servation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all, for Thine inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech 
Thee, give us that due sense of all Thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we 
show forth Thy praise, not only with our lips, but in 
our lives ; by giving up ourselves to Thy service, and 
by walking before Thee in holiness and righteousness 
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. — A General Thanksgiving. 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplications 
unto Thee, and dost promise, that where two or three 
are gathered together in Thy Name Thou wilt grant 
their requests; Fulfil now, Lord, the desires and 
petitions of Thy servants, as may be most expedient 
for them ; granting us in this world knowledge of Thy 
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truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 
— Prayer of St, Chrysostom in the Daily Service. 

Or this, 

(Assist us mercifully, Lord, in these our suppli- 
cations and prayers, and dispose the way of Thy servants 
towards the attainment of everlasting salvation ; that 
among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, 
they may ever be defended by Thy most gracious and 
ready help ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — 
Collect at the end of the Communion Service,) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 
all evermore. Amen. — 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

Or this. 

(The Lord bless us, and keep us ; The Lord lift up 
the light of His countenance upon us, and give us 
peace, now and for evermore. Amen. — From the Com- 

mination Service,) 
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PRAYERS FROM THE PRAYER-BOOK. 

Supplementary to the prayers at the end of each Address* 

II. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things. Judge of all men ; We acknowledge 
and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness. Which 
we, from time to time, most grievously have committed, 
By thought, word, and deed. Against Thy Divine 
Majesty, Provoking most justly Thy wrath and indig- 
nation against us. We do earnestly repent. And are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; The remem- 
brance of them is grievous unto us ; The burden of 
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us. Have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father ; For Thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake. Forgive us all that is past; And 
grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please 
Thee, In newness of life, To the honour and glory of 
Thy Name ; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — 
General Confession in the Communion Service. 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of Thy 
great mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins to all 
them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto Thee ; Have mercy upon us ; pardon and deliver 
us from all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness; and bring us to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — Absolution in the 
Communion Service. 

Or this. 

(0 God, whose nature and property is ever to have 
mercy and to forgive, receive our humble petitiona\ 
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and though we be tied and bound with the chain of our 
sins, yet let the pitifulness of Thy great mercy loose 
us ; for the honour of Jesus Christ, our Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. — One of the ^ Prayers and ThanJcs^ 
givings* 

Our Father, which art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy 
Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses. As we forgive them 
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation ; But deliver us from evil : For Thine is the 
Kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. 
Amen. 

One or two of the following Collects. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more 
ready to hear than we to pray, and art wont to give 
more than either we desire or deserve; Pour down 
upon us the abundance of Thy mercy; forgiving us 
those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and 
giving us those good things which we are not worthy 
to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. — Collect for the 
\2th Sunday after Trinity. 



Almighty God, who hast given Thine only Son 
to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
ensample of godly life; Give us grace that we may 
always most thankfully receive that His inestimable 
benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to follow the 
blessed steps of His most holy life ; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — Collect for the 2nd 
J Sunday after Easter. 
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Lord, we beseech Thee mercifully to receive the 
prayers of Thy people which call upon Thee ; and grant 
that they may both perceive and know what things 
they ought to do, and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to fulfil the same ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. — Collect for the let Sunday after 
Epiphany. 

Grant to us. Lord, we beseech Thee, the spirit to 
think and do always such things as be rightful ; that 
we, who cannot do anything that is good without Thee, 
may by Thee be enabled to live according to Thy will j 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — Collect for 
the 9th Sunday after Trinity, 

God, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so S^ 
many and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty 
of our nature we cannot always stand upright ; Grant 
to us such strength and protection, as may support us 
in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — Collect for 
the 4th Sunday after Epiphany, 

God, the protector of all that trust in Thee, with- 
out whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy ; Increase 
and multiply upon us Thy mercy ; that. Thou being our 
ruler and guide, we may so pass through things tem- 
poral, that we finally lose not the things eternal : Grant 
this, Heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake our 
Lord. Amen. — Collect for the Asth Sunday after Trinity. 

God, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, 
we humbly beseech Thee for all sorts and conditions of 
men ; that Thou wouldest be pleased to make Thy ways 
known unto them. Thy saving health unto all natiotLa. 
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More especially, we pray for the good estate of tlie 
Catholic Church ; that it may be so guided and governed 
by Thy good Spirit, that all who profess and call them- 
selves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and 
hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to 
Thy Fatherly goodness all those, who are any ways 
afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate ; that it 
may please Thee to comfort and relieve them, accord- 
ing to their several necessities, giving them patience 
under their suiBferings, and a happy issue out of all 
their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ 
His sake. Amen. — "Prayer for all Conditions of Men, 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, Lord ; 
and by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night ; for the love of Thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. — 3rd Collect at 
Evening Prayer, 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who 
knowest our necessities before we ask, and our igno- 
rance in asking ; We beseech Thee to have compassion 
upon our infirmities ; and those things, which for our 
unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we 
cannot ask, vouchsafe to give us, for the worthiness of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — Collect at 
tJie end of ths Communion Service. 

May the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep our hearts in the knowledge and love 
of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord : and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, be amongst us and remain with us 
always. Amen. — From the Communion Service. 
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I.— PRAYER. 

(From Bishop Blomjield's ' Family Prayers/) 

Almighty God and Heavenly Father, who hast given 
us grace this day with one accord to make our common 
supplications unto Thee, we beseech Thee favourably 
to hear the prayers of Thy people ; and grant that we, 
who might justly be punished for our oflTences, may be 
mercifully delivered by Thy goodness. Pour down upon 
us the abundance of Thy mercy, forgiving us those 
things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving 
us those good things which we are not worthy to ask, 
but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ. 

Be ready to hear the devout prayers of Thy Church ; 
and grant that those things which we have asked faith- 
fully, we may obtain eflTectually. Grant that Thy word, 
which we have heard this day, may, through Thy grace, 
be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, that we may 
plenteously bring forth the fruit of good works, and of 
Thee be plenteously rewarded. 

Increase in us Thy manifold gifts of grace; and 
grant that we may daily go forward in the knowledge 
and faith of Thee and of Thy Son, by Thy Holy Spirit; 
ever remaining in the number of Thy faithful and elect 
children, and living soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world. Both now and ever vouchsafe 
hear us : and mercifully assist our prayers that we 
make before Thee, in all time of our tribulation, and in 
all time of our wealth : and that we may truly please 
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Thee, pour down upon us the continual dew of Thy 
blessing. 

We humbly beseech Thee, Lord, for all sorts and 
conditions of men; more especially for the good estate 
of Thy universal Church ; that every member of the 
same, in his vocation and ministry, may truly and godly 
serve Thee. . . . Let truth and justice, brotherly kind- 
ness and charity, devotion and piety, concord and 
unity, with all other virtues, so flourish among us, that 
they may be the stability of our times, and make our 
Church a praise upon earth 

Heavenly Father, we humbly pray Thee, that 
among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, 
we may ever be defended by Thy most gracious and 
ready help ; and be preserved both in body and soul. 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, and by Thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 
this night. . . . Give unto us, Lord, that peace 
which the world cannot give : and by the providence 
of Thy goodness disperse those evils which the craft 
and subtilty of the devil or man worketh against us ; 
that we may evermore give thanks unto Thee in Thy 
holy Church ; and finally be received ihto those 
heavenly habitations, where the souls of them that 
sleep in the Lord Jesus enjoy perpetual rest and felicity. 
Grant this, Lord, for Thy mercies sake, in the same 
Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Our Father, etc. 

The Lord bless us, and keep us, The Lord lift up 
the light of His countenance upon us, and give us 
peace this night, and for evermore. Amen. 
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n.— PRAYER. 
(From Bishop Blomjield's ' Family Pray era.' J 

AxiMiGHTY God, who hast promised to hear the petitions 
of them that ask in Thy Son^s Name; we beseech Thee 
mercifully to incline Thine ear to us, who are now 
gathered together, to make our supplications and 
prayers unto Thee, and to give thanks for all Thy 
mercies towards us. 

Lord, we confess our manifold sins, of thought, 
word, and deed ; and are heartily sorry for our trans- 
gressions. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father ; 
for Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us 
all that is past, and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please Thee in newness of life. . . Thou art 
full of compassion, long-sufiFering, and of great pity. 
Thou despisest not the sighing of a contrite heart, nor 
the desire of such as be sorrowful, but in Thy wrath 
thinkest upon mercy. Give us grace that we may not 
abuse Thy goodness, when Thou callest us mercifully 
to amendment, and of Thy endless pity promisest for- 
giveness of that which is past, if with a perfect and true 
heart we turn unto Thee. give us the comfort of 
Thy help, and stablish us with Thy Spirit. Grant to 
Thy faithful people pardon and peace, that they may 
be cleansed from all their sins, and serve Thee with a 
quiet mind. Enable us while we have the light to 
walk as children of the light 

Of Thy bountiful goodness, keep us, we beseech 
Thoe from all things that may hurt us ; and give us 
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those things which are profitable for us. Thou alone 
canst order our unruly wills and aflFections. Grant 
that we may love the thing which Thou commandest, 
and desire that which Thou dost promise; that so^ 
among the sundry and manifold changes of the world, 1 

our hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys 
are to be found; and that we may be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Heavenly Father, we beseech Thee to a,ccept our 
prayers for all conditions of men, that Thou wouldest 
be pleased to make Thy ways known unto them, Thy 
saving health unto all nations. Have mercy upon the 
whole Church, (Dispose the heart of Thy chosen ser- 
vanty our Queen and Governor, to seek Thy honour and 
glory, and the good of Thy people committed to her 
charge :) and grant that the ministers of Thy Church 
may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth Thy 
glory, and set forward the salvation of all men. Of 
Thy goodness, Lord, comfort and succour all them 
who in this transitory life are any ways aiHicted or dis- 
tressed; giving them patience under their sufferings 
and a happy issue out of all their affliotioas. 

We render unto Thee most humble and hearty 
thanks for Thy goodness towards us, beseeching Thee j 

to give us that due sense of all Thy mercies, that we 
may show forth Thy praise, not only with our lips, but 
in our lives ; that in keeping of Thy commandments, 
we may please Thee, both in will and deed, and finally 
obtain Thy promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, etc. 
The grace of our Lord, etc. 
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Bid A, in 4 vols., appropriately bound in cloth extra, price 3/. 3^. each. 

Also the four volumes in two, bound in the best morocco, by Suttaby, 

extra gilt edges, 18/. 18^., half- morocco, 12/. I2J. 

" Bida's Illustrations of the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. John have already 
received here and elsewhere a full recognition of their great merits." — Times. 

Bidwell (C T,^ The Balearic Islands, Illustrations and a 
Map. Crown 8vo, cloth, los, 6d, 

The Cost of Living Abroad, Crown 8vo, 6s, 

Black ( Wm,) TJiree Feathers, Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6^. 

Lady Silverdalis Sweetheart^ and other Stories, i vol., 

small post 8vo, 6x. 

Kilmeny : a Novel. Small post 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

In Silk Attire, 3rd Edition, small post 8vo, 6s. 

A Daughter of Heth, nth Edition, small post 8vo, 6s. 



Blackinore (R, D.) Loma Doone. loth Edition, cr. 8vo, 6s, 

"The i-eader at times holds his breath, so graphically yet so simply does John 
Ridd tell his tale.** — Saturday Review, 

Alice Lorraine, i vol., small post 8vo, 6th Edition, 6s. 

Clara Vaughan. Revised Edition, 6s, 

Cradock Nowell, New Edition, 6^. 

Cripps the Carrier, 3rd Edition, small post 8vo, 6s, 

Blossoms from the King^s Garden : Sermons for Children, By 
the Rev. C. Bosanquet. 2nd Edition, small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 

B/iie Banner (The) ; or, The Adventures of a Mussulman, a 
Christian, and a Pagan,, in the time of the Crusades and Mongol 
Conquest. By Leon Cahun. Translated from the French by W. 
CoLLEFT Sandars. With Seventy-six Wood Engravings. I vol, 
square imperial i6mo, cloth extra, 7j. 6d, 

Book of English Elegies, Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 55. 

Book of the Play. By Button Cook. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 24?. 

Bradford (Wm,) TJie Arctic Regions, Illustrated with Photo- 
graphs, taken on an Art Expedition to Greenland. With Descriptive 
Narrative by the Artist. In One Volume, royal broadside, 25 inches 
by 20, beautifiUly bound in morocco extra, price Twenty- Five Guineas. 
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Brave Men in Action. By S. J. Mackenna. Crown 8vo, 
480 pp., cloth, lox. 6d, 

Breck {Samuel), See " Recollections." 

Browning {Mrs. E. B.) The Rhyme of the Duchess May. 
Demy 4to, Illustrated with Eight Photographs, after Drawings by 
Charlotte M. B. Morrell. 2Ij. 

Bryant {W. C, assisted by S. H. Gay) A J^opular History of 
the United States. About 4 vols., to be profusely Illustrated with 
Engravings on Steel and Wood, after Designs by the best Artists. 
Vol. I., super-royal 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 42j'., is ready. 

Burnaby {Capt) See " On Horseback." 

Burton {Captain R. F.) Two Trips to Gorilla Land and tlie 
Cataracts of the Congo. By Captain R. F. Burton. 2 vols, demy 
8vo, with numerous Illustrations and Map, cloth extra, 28^. 

Butler {W. F.) The Great Lone Land; an Account of the Red 
River Expedition, 1869-70, and Subsequent Travels and Adventures 
in the Manitoba Country, and a Winter Journey across the Saskatche- 
wan Valley to the Rocky Mountains. With Illustrations and Map. 
Fifth and Cheaper Edition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, yj. 6d. 

The Wild North Land; the Story of a Winter 

Journey with Dogs across Northern North America. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
with numerous Woodcuts and a Map, 4th Edition, i8j. Cr.8vo, Js, 6d. 
Akim-foo : the History of a Failure. Demy 8vo, cloth, 



2nd Edition, 16s. Also, in crown 8vo, 7^. 6c/. 
By Land and Ocean ; or. The Journal and Letters of a Tour 
round the World by a Young Girl, who went alone to Victoria, New 
Zealand, Sydney, Singapore, China, Japan, and across the Continent 
of America home. By F. L. Rains. Crown Svo, cloth, *js. 6d. 

r^ABUL: the Ameer, his Country, and his People. By Phil 
^ Robinson, Special Correspondent of the Daily Telegraphy with the 
Army ot Afghanistan. With a Portrait of Shere Ali, and a Map of 
the Seat of the Anglo- Russian Question. i6mo, u. Fourth Thousand. 
Cadogan {Lady A.) Illustrated Games of Patience, Twenty- 
four Diagrams in Colours, with Descriptive Text. Foolscap 4to, 
cloth extra, gilt edges, 3rd Edition, I2j. dd. 

Cahun {Leon) Adventures of Captain Mago, See " Adventures." 

Blue Banner, which see. 

Carbon Process {A Manual of). See Liesegang. 

Cera?nic Art. See Jacquemart. 

Changed Cross (The), and other Religious Poems. i6mo, 2S. 6d. 

Child of the Cavern {The) ; or. Strange Doings Underground, 
By Jules Verne. Translated by W. H. G. Kingston, Author of 
«*Snow Shoes and Canoes," "Peter the Whaler," "The Three 
Midshipmen," &c., &c., &c. Numerous Illustrations. Square crown 
Svo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 7^. 6d. 
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Child's Play^ with i6 Coloured Drawings by E. V. B. Printed 

on thick paper, with tints, yj. dd. 

New, By E. V. B. Similar to the above. See New. 

Chips from many Blocks, By Elihu Burritt, Author of 
"Walks m the Black Country," " From London to Land's End," 
" Sparks from the Anvil," &c. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 6j. 

Choice Editions of Choice Books, 2s, 6d, each, Illustrated by 
C. W. Cope, R.A., T. Creswick, R.A., E. Duncan, Birket 
Foster, J. C. Horsley, A.R.A., G. Hicks, R.Redgrave, R.A., 
C. Stonehouse, F. Tayler, G. Thomas, H. J. Townshend, 
E. H. Wehnert, Harrison Weir, &c 



Bloomfield's Farnifr's Boy. 
Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. 
Coleridge's Ancient Mariner. 
Goldsmith's Deserted Village. 
Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. 
Gray's Elegy in a Churchyard. 
Keat's Eve of St. Agnes. 



Milton's L' Allegro. 
Poetry of Nature. Harrison Weir. 
Rogers' (Sam. ) Pleasures of Memory. 
Shakespeare's Songs and Sonnets. 
Tennyson's May Queen. 
Elizabethan Poets. 
Wordsworth's Pastoral Poems. 



** Such works are a glorious beatification for a poet." — AthetuButn. 

Christian Activity, By Eleanor C. Price. Cloth extra, 6s, 
Christmas Story-teller {The), By Old Hands and New Ones. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, Fifty-two Illustrations, lor. 6d, 

Cobbett (William), A Biography. By Edward Smith. 2 

vols., crown 8vo, 25J. 
Cook (D.) Young Mr, Nightingale, A Novel. 3 vols., 31J. 6d, 

TJie Banns of Marriage, 2 vols., crown 8vo, 2\s, 

Book of the Play, 2 vols., crown 8vo, 24^. 

Doubledafs Children, 3 vols., crown 8vo, 315. 6d, 

Coope {Col, W, Jesser) A Prisoner of War in Russia, By 
Col. W. Jesser Coope, Imperial Ottoman Gendarmerie. Crown 
8vo, cloth extra, ioj. td. 

Covert Side Sketches: Thoughts on Huntings with Different 
Packs and in Different Countries. By J. Nevitt Fitt (H.H. of the 
Sporting Gazette, late of the Field), Crown Svo, cloth extra, lOf. 6d. 

Craik {Mrs.) The Adventures of a Brownie, By the Author of 
"John Halifax, Gentleman." With numerous Illustrations by Miss 
Paterson. Square cloth, extra gilt edges, 5^. 

Cripps the Carrier, 3rd Edition, ds. See Blackmore. 

Cruise of H,M,S, " Challenger'' {The). By W. J. J. Spry, R.N. 
With Route Map and many Illustrations. 6th Edition, demy Svo, 
cloth, iSj. Cheap Edition, crown Svo, small type, some of th« 
Illustrations, *js. 6d, 

"The book before us supplies the information in a manner that leaves little 
to be desired. *The Cruise of H.M.S. Challenger' is an exceedingly well-written, 
entertaining, and instructive book." — United Service Gazette. 

"Agreeably written, full of information, and copiously illustrated." — Broad 
Arrow. 
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Curious Adventures of a Field Cricket, By Dr. Ernest 

CandiuZE. Translated by N. D*Anvers. "With numerous fine 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, *J5, 6d, 



T\ANA {R, H,) Two Years before the Mast and Twenty-Four 
■^-^ years After. Revised Edition with Notes, i2mo, dr. 
Dana (Jas, D,) Corals and Coral Islands, Numerous Illus- 
trations, Charts, &c. New and Cheaper Edition, with numerous 
important Additions and Corrections. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, &f. 6</. 

Daughter (A) of Heth, By W. Black. Crown 8vo, ds. 
Day of My Life (A) ; or. Every Day Experiences at Eton. 

By an Eton Boy, Author of " About Some Fellows." i6mo, cloth 

extra, 2s. 6d, 6th Thousand. 
Dick Sandsy tJu Boy Captain, By Jules Verne. With 

nearly icx> Illustrations, cloth extra, gilt edges, icxr. 6^. 
Discoveries of Prince Henry the Navigator, and their Results ; 
being the Narrative of the Discovery by Sea, within One Century, of 
more than Half the World. By Richard Henry Major, F.S.A. 
Demy 8vo, with several Woodcuts, 4 Maps, and a Portrait of Prince 
Henry in Colours. Cloth extra, 15 j. 

Dodge {Mrs, M,) Hans Brinker; or, the Silver Skates, An 

entirely New Edition, with 59 Full-page and other Woodcuts. 

Square crown 8vo, cloth extra, 'js. 6d, ; Text only, paper, is, 
Theophilus and Others, i vol., small post 8yo, cloth 

extra, gilt, 3^. dd. 
Dogs of Assize, A Legal Sketch-Book in Black and White. 

Containing 6 Drawings by Walter J. Allen. Folio, in wrapper, 

6j. %d, 
Dorh's Spain, See " Spain." 
DougalPs {/, D.) Shooting; its Appliances, Practice, and 

Purpose. With Illustrations, cloth extra, los, 6d, See " Shooting." 

P A RLY History of the Colony of Victoria {The), from its 
•^— ' Discovery to its Establishment as a Self- Governing Province of the 

British Empire. By Francis P. Labilliere, Fellow of the Royal 

Colonial Institute, &c. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 21s, 

Echoes of the Heart. See Moody. 

Elinor Dryden, By Mrs. Macquoid. Crown Svo, 6j. 

English Catalogue of Books {The), Published during 1863 to 
1 87 1 inclusive, comprising also important American Publications. 

This Volume, occupying over 450 Pages, shows the Titles of 
32,000 New Books and New Editions issued during Nine Years, with 
the Size, Price, and Publisher's Name, the Lists of Learned Societies, 
Printing Clubs, and other Literary Associations, and the Books 
issued by them; as also the Publisher's Series and Collections — 
altogether forming an indispensable adjunct to the Bookseller's 
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Establishment, as well as to every Learned and Literary Club and 
Association. 30?. , half-bound. 

%* Of the previous Volume, 1835 to 1862, very few remain on 
sale ; as also of the Index Volume, 1837 to 1857. 

English Catalogue of Books {The) Supplements^ '^^^Zi 1864, 

1865, y. 6d, each ; 1866, 1867, to 1878, 5^. each. 
Eight Cousins, See Alcott. 

English Writers, Chapters for Self-Improvement in English 
Literature. By the Author of "The Gentle Life," dr. 

Eton, See ** Day of my Life," " Out of School," " About Some 

Fellows." 
Evans (C) Over the Hills and Far Away, By C. Evans. 

One Volume, crown 8vo, cloth extra, icw. (id, 
A Strange Friendship, Crown 8vo, cloth, 5^. 

JOAITH Gartnefs Girlhood, By the Author of "The 
■^ Gayworthy*s.'* Fcap. with Coloured Frontispiece, 3J. 6d. 

Familiar Letters on some Mysteries of Nature. See Phipson. 

Favourite English Pictures, Containing Sixteen Permanent 
Autotype Reproductions of important Paintings of Modem British 
Artists. With letterpress descriptions. Atlas 4to, cloth extra, 2/. 2s, 

Fern Paradise ( The) : A Plea for the Culture of Ferns, By F. G. 
Heath. New Edition, entirely Rewritten, Illustrated with eighteen 
full -page and numerous other Woodcuts, and four permanent Photo- 
graphs, large post 8vo, handsomely bound in cloth, 12s, 6d, 

Fern World {The). By F. G. Heath. Illustrated by Twelve 

Coloured Plates, giving complete Figures (Sixty-four in all) of every 
Species of British Fern, specially printed from Nature ; by several full- 
page Engravings ; and a permanent Photograph. Large post 8vo., 
cloth, gilt edges, 400 pp., 4th Edition, 12s. 6d. 

Few {A) Hints on Proving Wills, Enlarged Edition, \s. 

Five Weeks in Greece, By J. F. Young. Crown 8vo, loj. dd. 

Fiammarion (C) The Atmosphere, Translated from the 
French of Camille Flammarion. Edited by James Glaisher, 
F.R.S., Superintendent of the Magnetical and Meteorological Depart- 
ment of the Royal Observatory at Greenwich. With 10 Chromo- 
Lithographs and 81 Woodcuts. Royal 8vo, cloth extra, 30^. 

Flooding of the Sahara {The), An Account of the project for 

opening direct communication with 38,000,000 people. "With a de- 
scription of North- West Africa and Soudan. By Donald Mackenzie. 
8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, iolt. 6d, 

Footsteps of the Master, See Stowe (Mrs. Beecher). 

Forrest {John) Explorations in Australia. Being Mr. John 
Forrest's Personal Account of his Journeys. I vol., demy 8vo, 
cloth, with several Illustrations and 3 Maps, idr. 
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Franc {Maude Jeane), The following form one Series^ small 

post 8vo, in uniform cloth bindings : — 
Emily s Choice, 55. 

' HalVs Vineyard, 45. 

John^s Wife: a Story of Life in South Australia, 45. 

Marian ; or^ the Light of Some On^s Home» t^s. 

Silken Cords and Iron Fetters, 45. 

Vennont Vale. ^s. 

Minnies Mission, 4X. 

Little Mercy, $s. 

French Heiress {A) in her own Chateau, Crown 8vo, 125. 6d, 

Funny Foreigners and Eccentric Englishmen, 16 coloured 
comic Illustrations for Children, Fcap. folio, coloured wrappper, 4;. 



r^AMES of Patience, See Cadogan. 

^^ Garvagh {Lord) T7ie Pilgrim of Scandinavia, By Lord 

Garvagh, B. a., Christ Church, Oxford, and Member of the Alpine 

Club. 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, los, 6d. 

Geary {Grattan), See " Asiatic Turkey." 

Gentle Life (Queen Edition). 2 vols, in i, small 4to, 10s, 6d. 

THE GENTLE LIFE SERIES. 

Price 6s, each ; or in calf extra, price lar. 6d, 

The Gentle Life, Essays in aid of the Formation of Character 

of Gentlemen and Gentlewomen. 21st Edition. 

" Deserves to be printed in letters of gold, and circulated in every house." — 
Chambers' y<ntrttal. 

About in the World, Essays by the Author of " The Gentle 

Life." 

" It is not easy to open it at any page without finding some handy idea." — Mam' 
ing Post. 

Like unto Christ, A New Translation of Thomas a Kempis' 
** De Imitatione ChristL" With a Vignette from an Original Drawing 
by Sir Thomas Lawrence. 2nd Edition. 

" Could not be presented in a more exquisite form, for a more sightly volume was 
never seen." — Illustrated London News. 

Familiar Words, An Index Verborum, or Quotation Hand- 
book. Affording an immediate Reference to Phrases and Sentences 
that have become embedded in the English language. 3rd and 
enlarged Edition. 

" The most extensive dictionary of quotation we have met with." — Notes and 
Queries, 
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TJie Gentle Life Series, continued : — 

Essays by Montaigne, Edited, Compared, Revised, and 
Annotated by the Author of **The Gentle Life." With Vignette Por- 
trait. 2nd Edition. 

" We should be glad if any words of ours could help to bespeak a large circula- 
tion for this handsome attractive book." — Illustrated Times. 

The Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia, Written by Sir Philip 
Sidney. Edited with Notes by Author of ** The Gentle Life." 7j. td, 
"All the best things in the Arcadia are retained intact in Mr. Friswell's editicm." 
— Examiner. 

The Gentle Life, 2nd Series, 8th Edition. 

*' There is not a single thought in the volume that does not contribute in some 
measure to the formation of a true gentleman." — Daily News. 

Varia : Peadings from Pare Books, Reprinted, by permission, 

from the Saturday Review^ Spectator^ &c. 

** The books discussed in this volume are no less valuable than they are rare, and 
the compiler is entitled to the gratitude of the public. " — Observer. 

The Silent Hour: Essays, Original and Selected, By the 

Author of ** The Gentle Life." 3rd Edition. 
"All who possess 'The Gentle Life * should own this volume." — Standard. 

Half-Length Portraits, Short Studies of Notable Persons. 

By J. Hain Friswell. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, dr. 
Essays on English Writers, for the Self-improvement of 

Students in English Literature. 

" To all (both men and women) who have neglected to read and study their native 
literature we would certainly suggest the volume before us as a fitting introduction." 
— Examiner. 

Other Peoples Windows, By J. Hain Friswell, 3rd Edition. 

"The chapters arc so lively in themselves, so mingled with shrewd views of 
human nature, so full of illustrative anecdotes, that the reader cannot ^Itobe 
amused. " — Morning Post. 

A Man's Thoughts, By J. Hain Friswell. 



German Primer, Being an Introduction to First Steps in 

German. By M. T. Preu. 2j. td. 

Getting On in the World ; or, Hints on Success in Life, By 
W. Mathews, LL.D. Small post 8vo, cloth, 2s, 6d. ; gilt edges, y, 6d, 

Gouffk. The Poyal Cookery Book, By Jules Gouffe ; trans- 
lated and adapted for English use by Alphonse Gouff£, Head 
Pastr}'cook to her Majesty the Queen. Illustrated with large plates 
printed in colours. 10 1 Woodcuts, 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 2/. 2s, 

Domestic Edition, half-bound, 10s. 6d, 

** By far the ablest and most complete work on cookery that has ever been sub- 
mitted to the gastronomical world." — Pall Mall Gazette. 

The Book of Preserves ; or, Peceipts for Preparing and 



Preserving Meat, Fish salt and smoked, Terrines, Gelatines, Vege- 
tables, Fruit, Confitures, Syrups, Liqueurs de Famille, Petits Fours, 
Bonbons, &c., &c. I vol., royal 8vo, containihg upwards of 500 
Receipts and 34 Illustrations, lor. 6^, 
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Gouffk, Royal Book of Pastry and Confectionery. By Jules 
GouFF^ Chef-de-Cuisine of the Paris Jockey Club. Royal 8vo, Illus- 
trated with lo Chromo-lithographs and 137 Woodcuts, from Drawings 
by E. MONJAT. Cloth extra, gilt edges, 35J. 

Gouraud (Mdlle.) Four Gold Pieces, Numerous Illustrations. 

Small post 8vo, cloth, 2j. 6d. See also Rose Library. 
Government of M. Thiers, By Jules Simon. Translated from 

the French. 2 vols., demy 8vo, cloth extra. 

Gower (Lord Ronald) Handbook to the Art Galleries ^ Public 
and Private, of Belgium and Holland. i8mo, cloth, 5j. 

The Castle Howard Portraits, 2 vols., folio, cl. extra, 61, 6s, 

Greek Grammar, See Waller. 

Guizofs History of France. Translated by Robert Black. 
Super-royal 8vo, very numerous Full-page and other Illustrations. In 
5 vols., cloth extra, ^ilt, each 24J. 

" It supplies a want which has long been felt, and ought to be in the hands of all 
students of history." — Times. 

'* Three-fourths of M. Guizot's great work are now completed, and the * History 
of France/ which was so nobly planned, has been hitherto no less admirably exe- 
cuted." — From long Review of VoL III. in the Times. 

" M. Guizot's main merit is this, that, in a style at once clear and vigorous, he 
sketches the essential and most characteristic features of the times and personages 
described, and seizes upon every salient point which can best illustrate and bring 
out to view what is most significant and instructive in the spirit of the age described. 
— Evening Standard, Sept. 23, 1874. 

History of England, In 3 vols, of about 500 pp. each, 

containing 60 to 70 Full-page and other Illustrations, cloth extra, gilt, 

24J. each. Vol. III. in the press. 

" For luxury of tvpography, plainness of print, and beauty of illustration^ these 
volumes, of which but one nas as yet appeared in English, will hold their own 
against any production of an age so luxurious as our own in everything, typography 
not excepted." — Times. 

Guillemin, See " World of Comets." 

Guy on (Mde,) Life, By Upham. 6th Edition, cro\\Ti 8vo, 6s, 
Guyot (A.) Physical Geography. By Arnold Guyot, Author 
of "Earth and Man." In i volume, large 4to, 128 pp., numeroiAs 
coloured Diagrams, Maps, and Woodcuts, price lOJ. 6d, 

TJABITA TIONS of Man in all Ages. See Le-Duc. 

Hamilton {A, H. A.^J.P,) See " Quarter Sessions." 
Handbook to the Charities of London, See Low's. 

Principal Schools of England, See Practical. 

Half Hours of Blind MatCs Holiday ; or, Summer and Winter 

Sketches in Black & White. By W. W. Fenn. 2 vols., cr. 8vo, 24J. 
Half Length Portraits, Short Studies of Notable Persons. 

By J. Hain Friswell. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, dr. 
Hall\W, W,) How to Live Long; or, 1408 Health Maxims, 

Physical, Mental, and Moral By W. W. Hall, A.M., M.D. 

Small post 8vo, cloth, 2s, Second Edition. 
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Hans Brinker; or, the Silver Skates. See Dodge. 
IIealy{M.) A Summer^ s Romance, Crown 8vo, cloth, \os, 6d, 

The Home Theatre, Small post 8vo, 35. 6d. 

Heart of Africa, Three Years' Travels and Adventures in the 

Unexplored Regions of Central Africa, from 1868 to 187 1. By Dr. 
Georg Schweinfurth. Translated by Ellen E. Frewer. With 
an Introduction by Winwood Reade. An entirely New Edition, 
revised and condensed by the Author. Numerous Illustrations, and 
large Map. 2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 15^. 

Heath {F. G), See "Fern World," "Fern Paradise," "Our 
Woodland Trees.'* 

Heber's {Bishop) Illustrated Edition of Hymns, With upwards 

of icx) beautiful Engravings. Small 4to, handsomely bound, 7j. 6d. 
Morocco, i8j. 6d, and2ij. An entirely New Edition. • 

Hector Servadac, See Verse, The heroes of this story were 
carried away through space on the Comet "Gallia," and their ad- 
ventures are recorded with all Jules Verne's characteristic spirit. With 
nearly 100 Illustrations, cloth extra, gilt edges, lar. 6d, 

Henderson (A,) Latin Proverbs and Quotations ; with Transla- 
tions and Parallel Passages, and a copious English Index. By Alfred 
Henderson. Fcap. 4to, 530 pp., lOr. dd. 

History and Handbook of Photography, Translated from the 
French of Gaston Tissandier. Edited by J. Thomson. Imperial 
i6mo, over 300 pages, 70 Woodcuts, and Specimens of Prints by the 
best Permanent Processes, cloth extra, dr. Second Edition, with an 
Appendix by the late Mr. Henry Fox Talbot, giving an account of 
his researches. 

History of a Crime {77ie) ; Deposition of an Eye-witness, By 
Victor Hugo. 4 vols., crown 8vo, 42J. 

England, See Guizox. 

Prance, See Guizox. 

Russia, See Ram baud. 

Merchant Shipping, See Lindsay. 

United States, ^<?^ Bryant. 

Ireland, By Standish O'Grady. Vol. I. ready, 7 j. dd. 

History and Principles of Weaving by Hand and by Power, With 
several hundred Illustrations. Reprinted with considerable additions 
from ** Engineering,*' with a chapter on Lace-making Machinery. By 
Alfred Barlow. Royal 8vo, cloth extra, i/. 5j. 

Hitherto, By the Author of " The Gayworthys." New Edition, 
cloth extra, 3^. 6^. Also, in Rose Library, 2 vols., 2s, 

Hofmann {Carl), A Practical Treatise on the Manufacture of 
Paper in all its Branches. Illustrated by 110 Wood Engravings, and 5 
large Folding Plates. In I voL, 4to, cloth ; about 400 pp., 3/. ly. dd. 
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Lion Jack: a Story of Perilous Adventures anwngst Wild Men 

and Beasts. Showing how Menageries are made. By P. T. £arnum. 

With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, price dr. 
Little King; or, the Taming of a Young Russian Ceuni, By 

S. Blandy. Translated from the French. 64 Illustrations. Crown 

8vo, cloth extra, gilt, yj. 6d. 

Little Mercy ; or, For Better for Worse. By Maude Jeanne 

Franc, Author of "Marian," "Vermont Vale," &c., &c. Small 
post 8vo, cloth extra, 4J. 

Locker {A,) The Village Surgeon. A Fragment of Auto- 
biography. By Arthur Locker. Crown 8vo, cloth, y, 6d, 

Long \CoL C. Chaille) Central Africa. Naked Truths of 
Naked People : an Account of Expeditions to Lake Victoria Nyanza 
and the Matraka Niam-Niam. Demy 8vo, numerous Illustrations, i8j. 

Lord Collingwood : a Biographical Study. By. W. Davis. 
With Steel Engraving of Lord Collingwood. Crown 8vo, 2s, 

Lost Sir Massingberd. New Edition, i6mo, boards, coloured 

wrapper, 2s, 

Low^s German Series — 

1. The Illustrated German Primer. Being the easiest introduction 

to the study of German for all beginners. \s. 

2. The 0hildren*8 own German Book. A Selection of Amusing 

and Instructive Stories in Prose. Edited by Dr. A. L. Meissner, 
Professor of Modem Languages in the Queen's University in 
Ireland. Small post 8vo, cloth, \s, 6d. 

3. The First German Reader, for Children from Ten to 

Fourteen. Edited by Dr. A. L. Meissner. Small post 8vo, 
cloth, ij. 6d. 

4. The Second German Header. Edited by Dr. A. L. Meissner, 

Small post 8vo, cloth, is. 6d. 
Buchheim^s Deutsche Prosa. Two Volumes^ sold separately i — 

5. Schiller's Frosa. Containing Selections from the Prose Works 

of Schiller, with Notes for English Students. By Dr. Buchheim, 
Professor of the German Language and Literature, King's 
College, London. Small post 8vo, 2J. 6</. 

6. Goethe's Frosa. Containing Selections from the Prose "Works oi 

Goethe, with Notes for English Students. By Dr. Buchheim. 
Small post 8vo, 3^. dd. 

Low^s Standard Library of Travel and Adventure. Crown 8vo, 
bound uniformly in cloth extra, price 7j. 6^. 

1. The Great Lone Land. By W. F. Butler, C.B. 

2. The Wild North Land. By W. F. Butler, C.B. 

3. How I fonnd Livingrstone. By H. M. Stanley. 

4. The Threshold of the Unknown Beffion. By C. R. Mark- 

ham. (4th Edition, with Additional Chapters, loj. 6</.) 

5. A Whalinff Cruise to Baffin's Bay and the Gulf of Boothia. 

By A. H. Markham. 
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Low^s Standard Library of Travel and Adventure^ continued: — 

6. Campaifiminff on the Oxns. By J. A. MacGahan. 
. 7. Akixn-foo: the History of a Failure. By Major W. F. 
Butler, C.B. 

8. Ocean to Ocean. By the Rev. George M. Grant. With 

Illustrations. 

9. Cruise of the Challengrer. By W. J. J. Spry, R.N. 

10. Schweinfurth's Heart of Africa. 2 vols., 15J. 

LLow's Standard Novels, Crown 8vo, 6j. each, cloth extra. 

Three Feathers. By William Black. 

A Daughter of Heth. 13th Edition. By W. Black. With 
Frontispiece by F. Walker, A.R.A. 

Kilmeny. A Novel. By W. Black. 

In SUk Attire. By W. Black. 

Lady Silverdale's Sweetheart. By W. Black. 

Alice Lorraine. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Loma Doone. By R. D. Blackmore. 8th Edition. 

Cradock Nowell. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Clara Vauffhan. By R. D. Blackmore. 

Cripps the Carrier. , By R. D, Blackmore. 

Innocent. By Mrs. Oliphant. Eight Illustrations. 

Work. A Story of Experience. By Louisa M. Alcott. Illustra- 
tions. See also Rose Library. 

mistress Judith. A Cambridgeshire Story. By C. C. Fraser- 
Tytler. 

Never Affain . By Dr. Mayo, Author of " Kaloolah." 

Ninety-Three. By Victor Hugo. Numerous Illustrations. 

My Wife and I. By Mrs. Beecher Stowe. 

Wreck of the Grosvenor. By W. Clark Russell. 

Elinor Dryden. By Mrs. Macquoid. 

Low^s Handbook to the Charities of London for 1877. Edited 
and revised to July, 1877, by C. Mackeson, F.S.S., Editor of 
** A Guide to the Churches of London and its Suburbs," &c. u. 

'X/JACGAHAN {/. A,) Campaigning on the Oxus, and the 
•*- '-^ Fall of Khiva. With Map and numerous Illustrations, 4th Edition, 
small post 8vo, cloth extra, Js, 6d, 

Under the Northern Lights ; or^ the Cruise of the 



** Pandora" to PeeVs Straits, in Search of Sir John Franklin's Papers. 
With Illustrations by Mr. De Wylde, who accompanied the Expedi- 
tion. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, i8j. 

Macgregor {John) ^^Rob Roy** on the Baltic, 3rd Edition, 

small post 8vo, 2s, 6d. 
A Thousand Miles in the ^^ Rob Roy^^ Canoe, nth 

Edition, small post 8vo, 2s, 6d. 

Description of the ^^Rob Rof* Canoe, with Plans, &c, i^. 

77ie Voyage Alone in the Yawl ^^ Rob Roy** New 



Edition, thoroughly revised, with additions, small post 8vo, 5/. 
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Mackenzie {J?). The Flooding of the Sahara, An Account of 

the Project for opening direct communication with 38,000,000 people. 
With a Description of North- West Africa and Soudan. By Donald 
Mackenzie. 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, lor. (xL 

Macquoid (Mrs.) Elinor Dryden, Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

Markham (A, If.) 77ie Cruise of the ^^Rosario.^^ By A H. 
Markham, R.N. 8vo, cloth extra, with Map and Illustrations. 

A Whaling Cruise to Baffin* s Bay and the Gulf of 

Boothia. With an Account of the Rescue by his Ship, of the Sur- 
vivors of the Crew of the "Polaris;" and a Description of Modem 
Whale Fishing. 3rd and Cheaper Edition, crown 8vo, 2 Maps and 
several Illustrations, cloth extra, 7^. 6iL 

Markliam (C. R.) The Threshold of the Unknown Region. 
Crown 8vo, with Four Maps, 4th Edition, with Additional Chapters, 
giving the History of our present Expedition, as far as known, and an 
Account of the Cruise of the "Pandora." Cloth extra, I or. (id. 

Maury {Commander) Physical Geography of the Sea, and its 
Meteorology. Being a Reconstruction and Enlargement of hb former 
Work, with Charts and Diagrams. New Edition, crown 8vo, 6s. 

Men of Mark: a Gallery of Contemporary Portraits of the most 
Eminent Men of the Day taken from Life, especially for this publica- 
tion, price I J. 6d. monthly. Vols. I., II., and III. handsomely bound, 
cloth, gilt edges, 2$s. each. 

Mercy Philbricks Choice. Small post 8vo, 3^. (>d. 

"The story is of a high character, and the play of feeling is very subtilely and 
cleverly wrought out" — British Quarterly Review. 

Michael Strogoff. \os. 6d. See Verne. 

Mistress Judith. A Cambridgeshire Story. By C C. Fraser- 

Tytler, Author of "Jasmine Leigh." A New and Cheaper Edition 

in I vol. , small post Svo, cloth extra, dr. 

Mitford {Miss). See " Our Village." 

Mohr {E.) To the Victoria Falls of the Zambesi. By Edward 
MoiiR. Translated by N. D'Anv^rs. Numerous Full-page and other 
Woodcut Illustrations, four Chromo-lithographs, and Map. Demy Svo, 
cloth extra, 24J'. 

Mongolia, Travels in. See Prejevalsky. 
Montaign^s Essays. See Gentle Life Series. 
Mont Blanc. See Le-Duc. 

Moody {Emma) Echoes of the Heart. A Collection of upwards 
of 200 Sacred Poems. i6mo, cloth, gilt edges, price 3 J. 6d. 

My Brother Jack ; or, The Story of Whatdyecallem. Written 
by Himself. From the French of Alphonse Daudet. Illustrated 
by P. Philippoteaux. Square imperial i6mo, cloth extra, *js. 6d, 
** He would answer to Hi ! or to any loud cry. 
To What-you-may-call-'em, or What was his name ; 
But especially Thingamy-jig."— /if ««/m^ qftAe Sttark. 
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My Rambles in the New World, By Lucien Biart, Author of 
'*The Adventures of a Young Naturalist." Translated by Mary de 
Hauteville. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. Numerous Full-page Illustra- 
tions, 7j. (id, 

A TARES {Sir G. S., K. CB) Narrative of a Voyage to the 

^ ^ Polar Sea during 1875-76, in H.M/s Ships "Alert" and "Discovery." 
ByCaptain SirG. S. Nares, R.N., K.C.B., F.R.S. Published by per- 
mission of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. With Notes on 
the Natural History, edited by H. W. Feilden, F.G.S., C.M.Z.S., 
F.R.G.S., Naturalist to the Expedition. Two Volumes, demySvo, with 
numerous Woodcut Illustrations and Photographs, &c. 4th Edition, 
2/. 2S. 

New Child's Flay {A), Sixteen Drawings by E. V. B. Beauti- 
fully printed in colours, 4to, cloth extra, 12s. 6d. 

New Ireland, By A. M. Sullivan, M.P. for Louth. 2 vols., 

demy Svo, cloth extra, 30J. One of the main objects which the 
Author has had in view in writing this work has been to lay before 
England and the world a faithful history of Ireland, in a series of de- 
scriptive sketches of the episodes in Ireland's career during the last 
quarter of a century. Cheaper Edition, i vol., crown Svo, oj. 6d, 

New Novels. 

An Old Story of My Farmingr Days. By Fritz Reuter, Author 

of " In the Year '13." 3 vols., i/. i is. 6d. 
Cressida. By M. B. Thomas. 3 vols., i/. lis. 6d. 
Elizabetli Eden. 3 vols., i/. lis. (>d. 
The Martyr of Glencree. A Story of the Persecutions in Scotland 

in the Reign of Charles the Second. By R. Somers. 3 vols., 

i/. 1 1 J*. 6d. 

The Cossacks. By Count Tolstoy. Translated from the Russian 
by Eugene Schuyler, Author of "Turkistan." 2 vols., i/. is. 

A Hero of the Pen. 2 vols. By Werner. Translated by Mrs. S. 
Phillips. 21s. 

The Braes of Yarrow. By C. Gibbon. 3 vols., i/. lis. 6d. 

Auld Lanff Syne. By the Author of "The Wreck of the Grosvenor.** 
2 vols., i/. is. 

A Life's Hazard ; or, The Outlaw of Wentworth Waste. By 
H. Esmond. 3 vols., i/. lu. 6d. 

Bare Pale Margraret. 2 vols., i/. is. 

A French Heiress. By the Author of "One Only," &c With 
Illustrations, 12s. 6d. 

New Testament. The Authorized English Version ; with 
various readings from the most celebrated Manuscripts. Cloth flexible, 
gilt edges, 2.s. 6d. ; cheaper style, 2s. ; or sewed, is. 6d. 



♦■ 



20 Sampson Law, Marstafiy ^ Co*s 

Noble Words and Noble Deeds, Translated from the French of 
E. MuLLER, by Dora Leigh. Containing many Full-page Illustra- 
tions by PiiiLlPPOTEAUX. Square imperial l6mo, cloth extra, 7j. 6d, 

" This 18 a book which will delight the young. . . . We cannot imagine a nicer 
present than this book for children." — Standard. 

** Is certain to become a favourite with young people." — Court Journal. 

Notes and Sketches of an Architect, taken during a Journey in tJu 

North-West of Europe. Translated from the French of Felix Nar- 

joux. 214 Full-page and other Illusti^tions. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, i6j. 

"His book is vivacious and sometimes brillianL It is admirably printed and 

illustrated." — British Quarterly Review. 

Notes on Fish and Fishing, By the Rev. J. J. Manley, M.A. 

With Illustrations, crown 8vo, cloth extra, leatherette binding, lor. 6J. 

** We commend the work." — Field. 

** He has a page for every day in the year, or nearly so, and th^re is not a dull 
one amongst them." — Notes and Queries. 

*' A pleasant and attractive volume." — Graphic. 

** Brightly and pleasantly written." — John Bull, 

Nursery Playmates {Prince of,) 217 Coloured pictures for 
Children by eminent Artists. Folio, in coloured boards, dr. 



r\CEAN to Ocean: Sandford Flemings Expedition through 
^ Canada in 1872. By the Rev. George M. Grant. With Illustra^ 

tions. Revised and enlarged Edition, crown 8vo, cloth, *js, 6d, 
Old-Fashioned Girl, See Alcott. 

OleograpJis, (Catalogues and price lists on application.) 

Oliphant {Mrs,) Innocent, A Tale of Modem Life., By Mrs. 
Oliphant, Author of "The Chronicles of Carlingford," &c., &c. 
With Eight Full-page Illustrations, small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6f. 

On Horseback through Asia Minor, By Capt. Fred Burnaby, 

Royal Horse Guards, Author of "A Ride to Khiva." 2 vols., 
8vo, with three Maps and Portrait of Author, 6th Edition, 3&f. This 
work describes a ride of over 2000 miles through the heart of Asia 
Minor, and gives an account of five months with Turks, Circassians, 
Christians, and Devil- worshippers. Cheaper Edition, crown 8 vo, ios,6d. 

On Restoration, See Le-Duc. 

On Trek in the Transvaal ; or. Over Berg and Veldt in South 
Africa. By H. A. Roche. Crown 8vo, cloth, lar. 6d. 4th Edition. 

Our Little Ones in Heaven, Edited by the Rev. H. Robbins. 
With Frontispiece after Sir Joshua Reynolds. Fcap., cloth extra, 
New Edition — the 3rd, ^wdth Illustrations, 5j. 

Our Village, By Mary Russell Mitford. Illustrated with 

Frontispiece Steel Engraving, and 12 full-page and 157 smaller Cuts 
of Figure Subjects and Scenes, from Drawings by W. H. J. Boot and 
C. O. Murray. Chiefly from Sketches made by these Artists in the 
neighbourhood of "Our Village." Crown 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, 
2 1 J. 
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Our Woodland Trees. By F. G. Heath. Large post 8vo, 

cloth, gilt edges, uniform with "Fern World " and ** Fern Paradise," 
by the same Author. 8 Coloured Plates and 20 Woodcuts, I2j. 6d. 

Out of School at Eton, Being a collection of Poetry and Prose 
Writings. By Some Present Etonians. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 3J. 6d. 



p A INTERS of All Schools. By Louis Viardot, and other 

•'■ Writers. 500 pp., super-royal 8vo, 20 Full-page and 70 smaller 
Engravings, cloth extra, 25 j. A New Edition is being issued in Half- 
crown parts, with fifty additional portraits, cloth, ^It edges, 3IJ. 6d. 
** A handsome volume, full of information and sound criticism." — Times. 

"Almost an encyclopaedia of painting It may be recommended as a handy 

and elegant guide to beginners in the study of the history of art." — Saturday Review. 

Falliser (Mrs.) A History of Lace, from the Earliest Period, 
A New and Revised Edition, with additional cuts and text, upwards 
of 100 Illustrations and coloured Designs, i vol. 8vo, i/. I J. 

" One of the most readable books of the season ; permanently valuable, always in- 
teresting, often amusing, and not inferior in all the essentials of a gift book." — Times, 

Historic Devices, BadgeSy and War Cries, 8vo, i/. i^. 

The China Collector' s Pocket Companion, With upwards 



of 1000 Illustrations of Marks and Monograms. 2nd Edition, with 
Additions. Small post 8vo, limp cloth, ^s, 

*' We scarcely need add that a more trustworthy and conveirient handbook does 
not exist, and that others besides ourselves will feel grateful to Mrs. Palliser for the 
care and skill she has bestowed upon it." — Academy, 

Petites Leqons de Conversation et de Grammaire: Oral and 
Conversational Method ; being Little Lessons introducing the most 
Useful Topics of Daily Conversation, upon an entirely new principle, 
&c. By F. JULIEN, French Master at King Edward the Sixth's 
Grammar School, Birmingham. A\ithor of "The Student's French 
Examiner," which see. 

Phelps (Miss) Gates Ajar, 32mo, 6^. 

Men, Women, and Ghosts, 1 2mo, sewed, i^. 6d, ; cL, 2s. 

Hedged In. 12 mo, sewed, is. 6d.', cloth, 2s. 

Silent Partner, 5^. 

Trolly's Wedding Tour. Small post 8vo, 3^. dd. 

What to Wear, Fcap. Svo, fancy boards, \s. 

Phillips (Z.) Dictionary of Biographical Reference. ' Svo, 
I/, lis, 6d, 

Phipson {Dr. T. L,) Familiar Letters on some Mysteries of 
Nature and Discoveries in Science. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 'js, 6d, 

Photography (History and Handbook of). See Tissandier, 
Picture Gallery of British Art (Tlie). 38 Permanent Photo- 
graphs after the most celebrated English Painters. With Descriptive 
Letterpress. Vols, i to 5, cloth extra, i&f. each. Vol. 6 for 1877, 
commencmg New Series, demy folio, 31J. td. Monthly Parts, is. 6d. 
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Fike (JVi) Sub^Thfpkal Rambles in the Land of the ApJianapteryx, 
In I voL, demy 8vo, i&r. Profusely Illustrated from the Author's 
own Sketches. Also with Maps and Meteorological Charts. 

Placita Anglo- Nonnannica, The Procedure and Constitution ef 
the Anglo-Norman Courts (William I. — Richard L), as shown l^ 
Contemporaneous Records ; all the Reports of the Litigation of Ae 
period, as recorded in the Chronicles and Histories of the time, being 
gleaned and literally transcribed. With Explanatory Notes, &c. By 
M. M. BiGELOW. Demy 8vo, doth, i+r. 

Plutarch's Lives, An Entirely New and Library Edition. 

Edited by A. H. Clough, Esq. 5 vols., 8vo, 2/. lor. ; half-morocco, 
gilt top, 3/. Also in i voL, royal 8vo, 800 pp., eloth extra, i&r.; 
half-boimd, 2ij. 

Morals, Uniform with Clough's Edition of " Lives of 

Plutarch." Edited by Professor Goodwin. 5 vols., 8vo, 3/. 31. 

Poe (E, A,) The Works of, 4 vols., 2/. 2s, 

Poems of the Inner Life, A New Edition, Revised, with many 
additional Poems, inserted by permission of the Authors. Small post 
8vo, cloth, 5^. 

Poganuc People: their Loves and Lives, By Mrs. Beecher 
Stowe. Crown 8vo, cloth, lor. dd. 

Polar Expeditions, See Koldewey, Markham, MacGajian, 

and Nares. 
Pottery : how it is Made, its Shape and Decoration, Practical 
Instructions for Painting on Porcelain and all kinds qf Pottery with 
vitrifiable and common Oil Colours. With a full Biblic^jraphy of 
Standard Works upon the Ceramic Art. By G. Ward Nichols. 
42 Illustrations, crown 8vo, red edges, dr. 

Practical (A) Handbook to the Principal Schools of England, 

By C. E. Pascoe. Showing the cost of living at the Great Schools, 

Scholarships, &c., &c. New Edition corrected to 1878, crown 8vo, 

cloth extra, 3j. dd. 

"This is an exceedingly useful work, and one that was much wanted."— 
Examiner, 

Prejevalsky (N. M.) Travels in Mongolia, By N. M. Preje- 

VALSKY, Lieutenant- Colonel, Russian Staff. Translated by E. Delmar 
Morgan, F.R.G.S., and Annotated by Colonel Yule, C.B. 2 vols., 
demy 8vo, cloth extra, numerous Illustrations and Maps, 2/. 7J. 

From Kulja, across the Tian Shan to Lob-Nor, Trans- 
lated by E. Delmar Morgan, F.R.G.S. With Notes and Intro- 
duction by Sir Douglas Forsyth, K.C.S.I. i vol., demy 8vo, 
with a Map. 

Price (Sir Pose, Bart?), See "Two Americas." 
Prince Ritto ; or, TJie Four-leaved Shamrock, By Fanny W. 
CURREY. With 10 Full-page Fac-simile Reproductions of Original 
Drawings by Helen O'Hara. Demy 4to, cloth extra, gilt, 10s, 6d, 
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Prisoner of War in Russia, See Coope. 

Publisher^ Circular {The), and General Record of British and 
Foreign Literature. Published on the 1st and 15th of every Month. 



QUARTER Sessions, from Queen Elizabeth to Queen Anne : 
Illustrations of Local Government and History. Drawn from 
Original Records (chiefly of the County of Devon). By A. H. A. 
Hamilton. Crown 8vo, cloth, ioj. 6d, 



D ALSTON {W. R. S,) Early Russian History, Foui 
-^ *■ Lectures delivered at Oxford by W. R. S. Ralston, M. A. Crown 
. 8vo, cloth extra, 5^. 

Rambaud (Alfred), History of Russia, from its Origin to the 
Year 1877. With Six Maps. Translated by Mrs. L. B. Lang. 2 
vols, demy 8vo, cloth extra. 

Recollections of Samuel Breck, the American Pepys, With 

Passages from his Note-Books ( 1 77 1 — 1862). Crown 8vo, cloth, ioj. dd, 

**The book is admirable." — Standard. 

Recollections of Writers, By Charles and Mary Cowden 

Clarke. Authors of ** The Concordance to Shakespeare,** &c. ; 
with Letters of Charles Lamb, Leigh Hunt, Douglas Jerrold, 
and Charles Dickens ; and a Preface by Mary Cowden Clarke. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, ioj. td, 

Reynard the Fox, The Prose Translation by the late Thomas 

RoscoE. With about 100 exquisite Illustrations on Wood, after 
designs by A. J. Elwes. Imperial i6mo, cloth extra, 7j. dd, 

Robinson {Phil.), See " In my Indian Garden." 

Roche {Mrs, H), See " On Trek in the Transvaal.** 

Rochefoucauld's Reflections, Bayard Series, 2s, 6d, 

Rogers {S.) Pleasures of Memory, See " Choice Editions of 
Choice Books.*' 2s. 6d. 

Rohlfs {Dr. G.) Adventures in Morocco, and Journeys through the 
Oases of Draa and Tafilet. By Dr. G. Rohlfs. Demy 8vo, Map, 
and Portrait of the Author, 12s. 

Rose in Bloom, See Alcott. 

Rose Library {The), Popular Literature of all countries. Each 
volume, is. ; cloth, 2s. 6d, Many of the Volumes are Illustrated — 

1. Sea-Gull Bock. By Jules Sandeau. Illustrated. 

2. liittle Women. By Louisa M. Alcott. 

3. Little Women Wedded. Forming a Sequel to "Little Women. 

4. The House on Wheels. By Madame de Stolz. Illustrated. 

5. Little Men. By Louisa M. Alcott. Dble. vol., 2s, ; cloth, 31. 6d, 
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Rose Library {Tht\ continued: — 

i5. Tlve Qld-Fasbiozied Oirl. By Louisa M. Alcott. Double 
Vd., ss; ; cloth, y. dt/. 
,- . 7, TlM ICistresB of the aCanso. By J. G. Holland. 

8. Ximothy Tltoomb's Z«ett«r8 to Younff People, Singrle and 

Harried. 

9. trndine, and tlie Two Captains. By Baron De La Motte 

FbUQUA. ANew Translation by F. E. BuNNETT. Illustrated. 
;o. Drasy Millet's Dowry, and the Elder's Wife. By Saxe 
Holm. 

11. The Four Gold Pieces. By Madame Gouraud. Numerous 
', . Illustrations. 

12. Work. A Story of Experience. First Portion. By Louisa AL 

Alcott. 
;> 13. Beginning* A^ain. Being a Continuation of "Work." By 

Louisa M. Alcott. 
IJ^ Picoiola; or, the Prison Flower. By X. B. Saintine. 

Kumesous Graphic Illustrations. 
15. -Botbert's Holidays. Illustrated. 

16. ■ The Two Children of St. Dominero. Numerous Illustrations. 

17. Aunt Jo's Scrap Bag:. 

18. Stowe (Mrs. H, B.) The Pearl of Orr's Island. 
19. The Minister's Wooingr. 

20. Betty's Brigrht Idea. 

21. ■ The Ghost in the Mill. 

22. Captain Kidd's Money. 

23. We and our Neighbours. Double vol., 2J. 

24. — — ^ My Wife and I. Double vol., 2J. ; cloth, gilt, y, 6d, 

25. Hans Brinker ; or, the Silver Skates. 

26. Lowell's My Study Window. 

27. Holmes (O. W.) The Guardian Angrel. 

28. Warner (C. D.) My Summer in a Garden. 

29. Hitherto. By the Author of ** The Ga)rworthys." 2 vols., I j. each. 
3a ■ Helen's Babies. ' By their Latest Victim. 

3f. The Barton Experiment. By the Author of " Helen's Babies." 
? .... 32. Dred. By Mrs. Beecher Stowe. Double vol., 2j. Cloth, 
gilt, 3 J. 6d. 
33' Warner (C. D.) In the Wilderness. 
34. Six to One. A Seaside Story. 

RusseU{W. H,, LL,D) Tlie Tour of the Prince of Wales in 
f^ India, and his Visits to the Courts of Greece, Egypt, Spain, and 

'Portugal. By W. H. Russell, LL.D., who accompanied the 
Prince throughout his journey ; fully Illustrated by Sydney P. Hall, 
M:A., the Prince's Private Artist, with his Royal Highness's special 
permission to use the Sketches made during the Tour. Super-royal 
ovo, cloth extra, gilt edges, S2s,6d,; Large Paper Edition, S+r. 

<:^ANCTA Christina: a Story of the First Century. By 
^ Eleanor E. Orlebar. With a Prefece by the Bishop of Winchester. 
Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 5^. 
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Schweiiifurth (Dr. G.) Heart of Africa, Which see^ 

Artes AfricancB. Illustrations and Description of Pro- 
ductions of the Natural Arts of Central AfHcan Tribes. With 26 
Lithographed Plates, imperial 4to, booids, s^Ss. 

Scientific Memoirs: being Experimental ContribtUums U a 
Knowledge of Radiant Energy. By John William Draper, M.D., 
LL.D., Author of "A Treatise on Human Physiology," &c. .With 
a fine Steel Engraved Portrait of the Author. Demy ovo^ cloth extra, 
473 pages, 14.% 

Sea-Gull Rock, By Jules Sand^^au, of the French Acaden^,. 

Royal i6mo, with 79 Illustrations, cloth extra, gilt edges, 7j. 6</. 
Cheaper Edition, cloth gilt, 2J. 6^/. See also Rose Library. 
Seonee : Sporting in the Satpura Range of Central India, and in 
the Valley of the Nerbudda. By R. A. Sterndale, F.R.G.S, 8vo,* 
with numerous Illustrations, 2iJ. 

Shakespeare {The Boudoir), Edited by Henry Cundell. 

Carefully bracketted for reading aloud ; freed from all objectionable 
matter, and altogether free from notes. Price 25. 6d, each volume, 
cloth extra, gilt edges. Contents : — Vol I., C3rmbeline — Merchant of 
Venice. Each play separately, paper cover, is. Vol. II., As You 
Like It — King Lear — Much Ado about Nothing. Vol. III., Romeo 
and Juliet — Twelfth Night — King John. The latter six plays sepa- 
rately, paper cover, 9</. 

Shooting: its Appliances, Practice, and Purpose, By James 

Dalziel Dougall, F.S.A., F.Z.A. Author of "Scottish Field 

Sports," &C. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, icxr. 6^. 

"The book is admirable in every wsnr. .... We wish it every success." — GM>e. 

"A stxy complete treatise Likely to take high rank as an authority on 

shooting " — Daily News. 

Silent Hour (The), See Gentle Life Series. 

Silver Pitchers, See Alcott. 

Simon (Joules), See " Government of M. Thiers." 

Six Hundred Robinson Crusoes ; or. The Voyage of the Golden 
Fleece. A true Story for old and young. By Gilbert Mortimer. 
Illustrated. Post 8vo, cloth extra, 5^. 

Six to One, A Seaside Story. i6mo, boards, is. 

Sketches from an Artisfs Portfolio, By Sydney P. Hall. ' 
About 60 Fac-similes of his Sketches during Travels in various parts, of 
Europe. Folio, cloth extra, 3/. 3J. 

** A portfolio which any one might be glad to call their own." — Times. 

Sleepy Sketches ; or, How we Live, and How we Do Not Live, 

From Bombay, i vol., small post 8vo, cloth, dr. 
** Well-written and amusing sketches of Indian society." — Morning Post. 

Smith (G.) Assyrian Explorations and Discoveries, By the late 
George Smith. Illustrated by Photographs and Woodcuts. Demy 
8vo, 6th Edition, i8j. 
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Smith (G,) The Chaldean Account af Genesis, Containing the 
Description of the Creation, the Fall of Man, the Deluge, the Tower 
of Babel, the Times of the Patriarchs, and Nimrod; Babylonian 
Fables, and Legends of the Gods ; from the Cuneiform Inscriptions. 
By the late G. Smith, of the Departmennt of Oriental Antiquities, 
British Museum. With many Illustrations. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 
5th Edition, idr. 

Snow-Shoes and Canoes ; or, the Adventures of a Fur-Hunter 
in the Hudson's Bay Territory. By W. H. G. Kingston. 2nd 
Edition. With numerous Illustrations. Square crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, gilt, *js. dd. 

South Australia: its History, Resources, and Productions, 
Edited by W. Harcus, J. P., with 66 full-page Woodcut Illustrations 
from Photographs taken in the Colony, and 2 Maps. Demy 8vo, 2Ij. 

Spain, Illustrated by Gustave Dore. Text by the Baron 

Ch. D' Avillier. Containing over 240 Wood Engravings by Dor£, 
half of them being Full-page size. Imperial 4to, elaborately bound 
in cloth, extra gilt edges, 3/. 3J. 

Stanley {H, M.) How I Found Livingstone. Crown Svo, cloth 
extra, 7^. 6d, ; large Paper Edition, los, 6d, 

"^/y Kalulu,** Prince, King, and Slave, A Story 

from Central Africa. Crown Svo, about 430 pp. , with numerous graphic 
Illustrations, after Original Designs by the Author. Cloth, Js, 6d, 

Coomassie and Magdala, A Story of Two British 



Campaigns in Africa. Demy Svo, with Maps and Illustrations, idr. 
Through the Dark Continent, which see. 



St, Nicholas for 1878. The First Number of the New 
Series commenced November ist, 1877, and contains a New Story by 
Louisa M. Alcott, entitled ** Under the Lilacs." u. Monthly. 

Story without an End. From the German of Carov^, by the late 
Mrs. Sarah T. Austin. Crown 4to, with 15 Exquisite Drawings 
by E. V. B., printed in Colours in Fac-simile of the original Water 
Colours ; and numerous other Illustrations. New Edition, 7^. 6^ 

square 4to, with Illustrations by Harvey. 2s. 6d. 

Stowe {Mrs, Beecher) Dred, Cheap Edition, boards, 2s, Cloth, 

gilt edges, 3J. dd, 

Footsteps of the Master, With Illustrations and red 

borders. Small post Svo, cloth extra, 6j. 

Geography, with 60 Illustrations. Square cloth, 49. 6^ 

Little Foxes, Cheap Edition, \s,\ Library Edition, 



4^. dd, 

Betty s Bright Ldea, is. 
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Stowe {Mfs, Beecher) My Wife and I; or, Harry Henderson^ 5 
History. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6s* 

— ' Minister's Wooing, 51.; Copyright Series, i^. 6^.; cL, 2^.* 

Old Toum Folk, 6s. : Cheap Edition, 2s. 6d. 

Old Town Fireside Stories, Cloth extra, 3^. 6d, 

Our Folks at Foganuc. loj. 6d. 

We and our Neighbours, i vol., small post 8vo, 6x. 

Sequel to '• My Wife and I."* 

Fink and White Tyranny. Small post 8vo, 3^". 6d,\ 



Cheap Edition, \s. 6d. and 2s. 

Queer Little Feople. \s, ; cloth, 2s. 

Chimney Comer, \s, ; cloth, is. 6d, 

The Fearl of Orr's Island. Crown 8vo, 5^.* 

Little Fussey Willow. Fcap., 2s, 

Woman in Sacred History. Illustrated with 1 5 Chromo- 



lithographs and about 200 pages of Letterpress. Demy 4to, cloth 
extra, gilt edges, 25^. 

Street Life in London, By J. Thomson, F.R.G.S., and Adolphe 
Smith. One volume, 4to, containing 40 Permanent Photographs of 
. Scenes of London Street Life, with Descriptive Letterpress, 25^". 

Studenfs French Examiner, By F. Julien, Author of " Petites 
Le9ons de Conversation et de Grammaire." Square crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, 2s. 

Studies from Nature, 24 Photographs, with Descriptive Letter- 
press. By Steven TiioMrsoN. Imperial 4to, 35J. 

Sub-Tropical Rambles. See Pike (N). 

Sullivan (A.M,, MF,). See " New Ireland." 

Summer Holiday in Scandinavia (A), By E. L. L. Arnold. 

Crowm 8vo, cloth extra, icxr. 6d. 

Sumner {Hon. Charles^. See Life and Letters. 

Surgeon^ s Handbook on the Treatment of Wounded in War. By 
Dr. Friedrich Esmarch, Professor of Surgery in the University ot 
Kiel, and Surgeon-General to the Prussian Army. Translated by 
H. H. Clutton, E.A., Cantab, F.R.C.S. Numerous Coloured 
Plates and Illustrations., 8vo, strongly bound in flexible leather, i/. %s. 



n^AUCHNITZS English Editions of Gerinan Authors. 
•^ Each volume, cloth flexible, 2s. ; or sewed, is. 6d. (Catalogues post 
free on application. ) 

• See also Rose Library, 
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Tauchnitz (B.) German and English Dictionary. Paper, is, 

cloth, is. (>d. ; roan, 2J. 

French and English, Paper, i^. dd, ; cloth, 2s ; roan, 

2s. 6d. 

Italian and English, Paper, i^. 6d, ; cloth, 2s, ; 



roan, 2J. 6d. 

Spanish and English, Paper, is, 6d, ; cloth, 2S, ; roan, 



2s. 6d, 

New Testament, Cloth, 25, ; gilt, 2S, 6d, 



The Telephone, An Account of the Phenomena of Electricity, 

Magnetism, and Sound, as Involved in its Action ; with Directions for 
Making a Speaking Telephone. By Prof. A E. Dolbear, Author of 
"The Art of Projecting," &c. Second Edition, with an Appendix De- 
scriptive of Prof. Bell's Present Instrument 130 pp., with 19 Illus- 
trations, is, 

Tennysofis May Queen, Choicely Illustrated from designs by 
the Hon. Mrs. Boyle. Cro\\'n 8vo {See Choice Series), 2s, 6d. 

Textbook {A) of ^Harmony, For the Use of Schools and 
Students. By the late Charles Edward Horsley. Revised for 
the Press by Westley Richards and W. H. Calcott. Small post 
8vo, cloth extra, 3J. 6d, 

ThebeSy and its Five Greater Temples, See Abney. 

Ihomson {/,) Tht Straits of Malcuca^ Indo-Chinay and China; 
or, Ten Years* Travels, Adventures, and Residence Abroad. By J. 
Thomson, F.R.G.S., Author of "Illustrations of China and its 
People." Upwards of 60 Woodcuts. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 21s, 

Thome (E.) The Queen of the Colonies ; or, Queensland as J 

saw it. I vol., with Map, dr. 

Through the Dark Continent: The Sources of the Nile; Around 
the Great Lakes, and down the Congo. By Henry M. Stanley. 
2 vols., demy 8vo, containing 150 Full-page and other Illustrations, 
2 Portraits of the Author, and 10 Maps, 42J. Sixth Thousand. 

Map to the above. Size 34 by 56 inches, showing, on 

a large scale, Stanley's recent Great Discoveries in Central Africa. 

The First Map in which the Congo was ever correctly traced. 

Mounted, in case, 1/. is, 
" One of the greatest geographical discoveries of the age." — Spectator, 
'* Mr. Stanley has penetrated the very heart of the mystery. . . . He has opened 

up a perfectly virgin region, never before, so far as known, visited by a white 

man." — Times. 

To the Arctic Regions and Back in Six Weeks, By Captain 
A. W. M. Clark Kennedy (late of the Coldstream Guards). With 
Illustrations and Maps. 8vo, cloth, 15J, 

Tour of the Prince of Wales in India. See Russelu 
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Trollope (^.) Harry Heathcote of GangoiL A Story of Bush 
Life in Australia. With Graphic Illustrations. Small post, cloth, 5^. 

Turkistan. Notes of a Jouraey in the Russian Provinces of 
Central Asia and the Khanates of Bokhara and Kokand. By Eugene 
Schuyler, Secretary to the American Legation, St. Petersburg. 
Numerous Illustrations. 2 vols, 8vo, cloth extra, 5th Edition, 2/. 2j. 

Two Americas ; being an Account of Sport and Travel, with 
Notes on Men and Manners in Nortii and South America. By Sir 
Rose Price, Bart, i vol., demy 8vo, with Illustrations, cloth 
extra, 2nd Edition, iSj". 

Two Frie?tds, By Lucien Biart, Author of " Adventures of 
a Young Naturalist," ** My Rambles in the New World," &c. Small 
post 8vo, numerous Illustrations, 'js, (>d. 

Two Supercargoes {The) ; or, Adventures in Savage Africa. 
By W. H. G. Kingston. Square imperial i6mo, cloth extra, 7J. td. 
Numerous Full-page Illustrations. 



1/ANDENHOFF (George, MA). See "Art of Reading 

^ Aloud." 

Clerical Assistant Fcap., 3^. 6d, 

Ladie^ Reader (The). Fcap., 5^. 

Feme's (fules) Works. Translated from the French, with 
from 50 to 100 Illustrations. Each cloth extra, gilt edges — 

Large post Zvo, price los, 6d. each — 

1. Fur Conn try. 

2. Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea. 

3. From the Earth to the ICoon, and a Trip round It. 

4. Michael Strogrolf, the Courier of the Czar. 

5. Hector Servadao. 

6. Dick Sands, the Boy Captain. 

Imperial 1 6mo, price ys, 6d. each — 

1. Five Weeks in a Balloon. 

2. Adventures of Three Enfflishmen and Three Kussians in 

South Africa. 

3. Around the World in Eighty Days. 

4. A Floating: City, and the Blockade Runners. 

5. Dr. Ox's Experiment, Master Zacharius, A Drama in the 

Air, A Winter amid the Ice, &c. 

6. The Survivors of the " Chancellor." 

7. Dropped from the Clouds. ^ The Mysterious Island. 3 vols., 

8. Abandoned. > 22J. td. One volume, with some of the 

9. Secret of the Island. J Illustrations, cloth, gilt edges, xof . (id. 
la The Child of the Cavern. 
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Vem^s {Jules) Works y continued i — 

The following Cheaper Editions are issued with a few of the 
Illustrations^ in paper wrapper, price is.; cloth gilt, 2S, each, 

1. Adventures of Three EngrliBhmen and Three Bossians in 

South Africa. 

2. Five Weeks in a Balloon. 

3. A Floating City. 

4. The Blockade Bunners. 

5. From the Earth to the Moon. 

6. Around the Moon. 

7. Twenty Thousand Leagrues under the Sea. VoL I. 

8. Vol. II. The two parts in one, cloth, gilt, 3?. 6d» 

9. Around the World in Eighty Days. 

10. Dr. Ox's Experiment, and Master Zacharius. 

11. Martin Paz, the Indian Patriot. 

12. A Winter amid the Ice. 

13. The Pur Country. Vol. I. 

14. Vol. II. Both parts in one, cloth gilt, 31. 6d, 

15. Survivors of the " Chancellor." Vol. I. 

16. Vol. II. Both volumes in one, cloth, gilt edges, 3r. 6d, 

Viardot {Lcuis). See " Painters of all Schools." 



JJ/ALLER {Rev, C. H.) The Names on the Gates of Pearl, 

^'^ and other Studies. By the Rev. C. H. Waller, M. A. Crown 
8vo, cloth extra, dr. 

A Grammar a?id Analytical Vocabulary of tJie Words in 

the Greek Testament. Compiled from Briider's Concordance. For 
the use of Divinity Students and Greek Testament Classes. By the 
Rev. C. n. Waller, M. A., late Scholar of University College, Oxford, 
Tutor of the Ix)ndon College of Divinity, St. John's Hall, Highbury. 
Part I., The Grammar. Small post 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d, Part II. The 
Vocabulary, 2s. 6d. 

Adoption and the Covenant, Some Thoughts on 



Confirmation. Super- royal i6mo, cloth limp, 2s, 6d, 

War in Bulgaria : a Narrative of Personal Experiences. By 
Lieutenant-General Valentine Baker Pasha. Together -with 
a Description and Plan of the Works constructed by him for Sie Defence 
of Constantinople. Also Maps and Plans of Battles. 2 vols., demy 
8vo, cloth extra, 2/. 2s, 

Warner (C, D) My Summer in a Garden, Rose Library, is. 

Back-log Studies, Boards, is, 6d, ; cloth, 2s. 

In the Wilderness. Rose Library, is. 

Mummies afid Moslems, 8vo, cloth, 12 s. 
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Weaving, See " History and Principles." 

Westropp {H. M.) A Manual of Precious Stones and Antique 
Gems. By Hodder M. Westropp, Author of "The Traveller's 
Art Companion, " * * Pre- Historic Phases, " &c. Numerous Illustrations. 
Small post 8vo, cloth extra, df. 

Whitney (Mrs, A, D, T.) The Gay worthy s. Cloth, 3^. 6^. 

Faith Gartney, Small post 8vo, 3^. dd. Cheaper 

Editions, is. 6d, and 2s, 

Eeal Folks, i2mo, crown, 35*. 6d, 

Hitherto, Small post 8vo, 35. 6^. and 2s, 6d, 

Sights and Insights, 3 vols., crown 8vo, 31 J. 6d. 

Summer in Leslie Goldthwait^s Life, Cloth, 3 j. dd, 

The Other Girls, Small post Svo, cloth extra, 35. dd. 

We Girls, Small post Svo, 3^. M, ; Cheap Edition, 



\s. 6d, and 2s, 

Wikoff (H, ) The Four Civilizations of the World, An Historical 
Retrospect Crown Svo, cloth, \2s. 

Wills, A Few Hints on Proving, without Professional Assistance. 
By a Probate Court Official. 5th Edition, revised with Forms 
of Wills, Residuary Accounts, &c. Fcap. Svo, cloth limp, is, 

Wilson {H, Schultz), See "Alpine Ascents and Adventures." 

With Axe and Rifle on the Western Prairies, By W. H. G. 
Kingston. With numerous Illustrations, square crown Svo, cloth 
extra, gilt, 7^. dd, 

Woolsey {C, D,, LL.D.") Introduction to the Study , of Inter- 

national Law ; designed as an Aid in Teaching and in Historical 
Studies. Reprinted from the last American Edition, and at a much 
lower price. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 8j. 6d, 

Words of Wellington: Maxims and Opinions, Sentences and 
Reflections of the Great Duke, gathered from his Despatches, Letters, 
and Speeches (Bayard Series). 2s. 6d. 

World ef Comets, By A. Guillemin, Author of "The 

Heavens." Translated and edited by James Glaisher, F.R.S. 

I vol., super-royal Svo, with numerous Woodcut Illustrations, and 3 

Chromo-lithographS, cloth extra, 3IJ. (id. 

"The mass of information collected in the voltmie is immense, and the treatment 
of the subject is so purely popular, that none need be deterred firom a perusal of 
it." — British Quarterly Review, 

Wreck of the Grosvenor, By W. Clark Russell, 6j. Third 

and Cheaper Edition. 
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VENOPHON'S Anabasis; or. Expedition of Cyrus. A 
•^^ Literal Translation, chiefly from the Text of Dindorff, by Georgs 
K Wheeler. Books I to IIL Crovni 8vo, boards, zs. 

Books I, to VII. Boards, 3^ . dd. 

YOUNG (J. R) Five Weeks in Greece. Crown 8vo, \os. 6d. 
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